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Fall Affdirs fo the Dok 
'O Jung whereof. Men are jo dt- 
' ligent and | ſollicitous, = 
| 4s none of that, abſolute neceſSity,. and 
high impartanice, 4s- the Preparation 
for Death. aud Judgrae ent, This 
_ requires, the whole Man; im ws beſt Vie 
Þ gow, and ſhould be the Work of tlie © 
Day, but tis n/ually; delayed till the 
melancholy Evening of Agey.or. the twir 
light of. Death,.; The . Ttifles of this 
Warld divert them from that main by- 
ſmeſs, to which all ather_ things ſhould 
be ſubordinate.” I, equally deſerves 
Wonder and Compaſson, that Death - 
| Ohen's is-ſo: conſtantly in: Mens view, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
* ſhould be fo ſeldom the matter of their 
ym application, when all are of the ſame 
Glaſs, niade of the ſame frail natural 
Principles ; and no Argument is more 
| Jrapueny and pathetically urged upon 


 *Tis not ſtrange that deep Truths, 
that by the ſtrength and exerciſe of the 
mitid are drawn like Gold out of the 
Mines, have no.effitacy upon thoſe that 
are not Capable of underſtanding the : 
but the Doftrins of D&ath,and Judg-. 
ad plain Truths, by 


ment after it,'s 
Natural; Mor and Divine Evidence 
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and the Tormionts of Hel: But fmee 
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"tw an infallible Truth, as certam- as 


+. the Word of God, 'tis a Miracle. to 


aſtoniſh Heaven and Earth, that Men 
live-as careleſly as if they ſhould never 
die, 'and die as ſecurely .as if they 
ſhould not live in the next flate, to re- 
ceive the juſt puniſhment of their Jins. 
They are fearleſs whilſt Death is far 
off in their thoughts : and when Age 
has. ſnowed upon their beads, that no 
Marks of decaying Nature ſhould ap- 
pear, make their own Winter to flouriſh 
with anothers Spring. But "tw in 
vain ,. for Death knows them under 
their diſguiſe, and will not ſtay beyond 
the appointed time, And in that deci- 
five hour, Infidelity or Preſumption 
hardens Men to paſs as quietly and 


boldly in appearance into another world, © 


as unfeigned Faith,and a regular lively 
Hope in the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
But as deceitful Phyſick ſtops the Fit 
for the preſent, that will return. more 
violently and fatally afterwards :. $0 a 
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The EpiRto Dadicacory. 
Counterfeit: ſhoyt''Peace tranſmits them 
to everlaſting Sorrows. 
- The deſign of the following SE R. 
 MONS s to awaken Hen, that 
they may be wiſe and conſider their lat: 
ter end: to ſecure an mtereſt in our 
Redeemer, who has'diſarmed Death of 
its Sting , and: made that Enemy our 
Friend: : and to-prattiſe dying every 
day,.. by withdrawing their hearts from 
the vanities of this tranſient World, 
that have. fuch a pernicious. influence to 
excite the: carnal appetites , and ſtupify 
the  ( onſcience ,,--which are the true 
cauſes. of their ſm and miſery. .. And 
what can be 'moxe powerful to reuder 
them temperate and" ſaber. inthe uſe of 
Ko os RES reſent things, vigtlant: and - ſerious in 
5539 Their preparations for their great 'and 
 » final Change, than: the. remembrance 
that Death 5s. immediately ; attenfed 
with] vdgmene, :aud, Judgment 
©” with Bleſſedneſs ar" Miſery for ever. 
T G kilo this Argigntint i natur ally dif- 
Dy Projng 
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1 pleaſmg, bit the uſe fulneſs fouli+e- 
commend it to oler moſt fllemn inte. 
pofed thoughts; {Ws all the vain'en- 
rextainmints of the Fancy and" ſen ſenſual 
AffeSions. 4s Fietbs of A, edicinial 


virtue, that are ot þl pleafm well 
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the Fleſh to reſt in Hope.: for 
Chriſt, is the Guardian of the .; 
has the Keys of Death, and.will 
revive the Bodee of bis Saints incor- 
ruptible and immortal, te Copies of 


| bas own glorious 'Body., .. +. 91th 


, 1,ghall wt attenge the 
adiſhips Vertues,that 


render you: a-bright Ornament of your 
Sex, and.more truly Honourable th 

your: Noble Deſcent and Alliance : but 
dire my beſt Deſires to God, that 
Jour [5 xe be a.{mg wlar.and e- 
minent Example of the Divine Favour: 


' that the fading Gloſs of. this World.mey: 
ot deceive you, but. your Hearrmay 


be above where your Treaſure is; 
that you may live to:Gad and your Soul, 
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þ And deliver them, who through fear 
* —of Death were all their life-tinie 
"JP to —_ 


= I SN the ict Chapter of 
UY==2 this Epiſtle,the Proofs 
7 1 {ey} of the "Etcendl Deiry 
Was i TJ of Chriſt are produ- 
REST ced with that evi- 
| / ren of Scripture-Light, that only - 
4Vuiled Heart; obſtinate Infidelity 
03; B cart. As 


SER MONS 
can reſiſt, The Medium which 
the inſpired Pen-man makes uſe 
of 1s, the comparing him with the 
Angels, the molt noble Flower 
of the Creation, and ſhewing that 
he is infinitely dignified above 
them. This he does by a ſtrong 
connexion of Arguments : Firſt, 
By his Ticle tharis divinely high 
and peculiar to himſelf. He is 
declared by the Teſtimony of 
the Eternal Father to be his Son, 
in the moſt proper and ſublime 
ſence: bezotten of him, and there- 
fore having the fame eflential 
Perfections of the God-head in 
their uncreated Glory. But the 
Angels are not dignified with this 
Namein any places of Scripture, 
where the Excellency of the An- 
gels 4s in the fulleſt terms expreſ- 
{ed. And that this Name is taken ' 
from his Nature, is clearly pro- 
ved: becaufe Adoration is due 
| ro 
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to him upon this account, even 
| from the Angels of thehigheſt 
S Order. YN 
| firft-begotten into the World, be ſaith, 
And let all the Angels of God wor- 
ſhip him. E 
Divine Worſhip is a Preroga- 
_ tive inſeparably arinext to the 
Deity, both upon the account of 
the ſupream Excellencies of the 
| Nature of God, . and his Rela- 
tion to Angels and Men as Crea- 
tor, and Prelerver, the Fountain 
of their Being and Happinels: 
This without the moſt open defi- 
ance of his Authority, cannot be 
given to a mere Creature; and 
by the Command of God him- 
ſelf, is to be performed as a re- 
{pec& due to the filial God-head. 
The Argument proceeds from 


the Name to the Offices. Of the 


Angels be ſaith, Who maketh the An- 
gels Spirits, and his Fimiſters a 
3415) B 2 flame __ 
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When he bringeth in the Verſ. 6. 


Denut.6.13« - 
& 10.20, 


Verſe 7e 
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Verſ. 8. 


flame of Fire. They are the prime 
Inſtruments of his Providence, 
moſt zealous and active to ac- 
complith his pleaſure. But the 
Son #5 God, not by Analogy and 
Deputation as Princes are, nor 
with a limitation and diminution, 
as Moſes was made a God to Pha- 
raoh, but abſolutely and really as 
{ubfiſting in the Divine Nature : 
And conſequently . he is the Su- 
preme King, and to him the En- 


ligns of Majeſty divinely Royal 


arealcribed. But unto the Son he 
faith, Thy Throne, O God, i for 
ever and ever, a Scepter of Righte- 
ouſneſs 1s the Scepter of thy King- 
dom: Whereas the Scepters of 
Earthly Kings are often unrigh- 
teouſly managd, and their 


Thrones ruinouſly fall. There 


11s a further Confirmation from 


his Works, that are divinely great 
and glorious, wherein no Crea+ 
cure 


upon DEATH. 


ture has any ſhare of Efficiency. 
The making of the World, is a- 


{crib'd to him. Thou Lord in the Yerf. r0. 


begining haſt laid the Foundation of 
the Earth, and the Heavens are the 
Works of thy Hands. 

The Divine Attributes, the pe- 
culiar Chara&er of the Deity 
belong to him : Eternity and Im- 


mutability, The moſt ſolid 


y- parts of the viſible Creation ſhall 


periſh and be changed: but thou re- 
3 maineſt, and art the ſame. His 
3 Life is an intire, uniform, un- 
& changable Perfection. His Glo- 
| -Iy and Felicity are in the ſame in- 
variable Tenor for ever poſleft 
| . by him. Laſtly, The Son fits in 


chat quality at the right Hand of the Ve!l- 13. 


Father, in the Society of Empire, 
as equal to him in Power 'and 
Honour, commanding all inthe 
viſible and inviſible World, moſt 
eaſily and irreſiftibly, tho' gra- 
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dually ſubduing his Enemies to a 
conſummate Victory. But the 
Angels, ſo numerous and power- 
ful, are miniſtring Spirits, employ- 
ed for the defence and benefit of 
the Church, | 

From this ſummary account 
we may underſtand how firmly 
the Divinity of Chriſt is efta-- 
bliſh'd in the Scripture. For 
thoſe Paſlages of the Prophets, 
that ſpeak of the God of Iſrael 
as Creator, and the ſole obje&t 
of Adrien are dire&ly referr'd 
to Jeſus Chriſt. And the Name 
Jehovah, the Majeſty of which 
conhiſts in its being incommuni- 
cable is attributed to him. "This 


3s the Foundation upon which 
that whole Fabrick of the Go- 
ſpel is built. | The Office of Me- 


Hator in the propherical, prieftly, 


> and regal adminiſtration is neceſ- 


2 ly join d with the Divinity of 


his 


pon DE ATH. 


his Perſon. And the revelation 
of it from Heaven, is as clear as 
the Sun is viſible in the Firma- 
ment. All the Difficultes in our 
conceiving this great Myltery of 
Godlineſs, are but like the ſha- 
dows that attend the Light. And 
all the hererial ſubtilties to per- 


_vertthe ſence of ſuch plain and 
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poſitive Texts, are as impertinent 
as ImMp1ous. | 


This being eſtabliſh'd,the Apo- 


2 ?ple proceeds to give an account 


of the Son of God's aſſuming 
the Humane Nature, and ſub- 
mitting to Sufferings and Death, 
This is a Divine Secret lo mira- 
culouſly ſtrange, that the Con- 
trivance was without the Com- 
pals of. the Angelical Minds, and 
the diſcovery of it, is only by ſu- 
pernatural Revelation : but when 
revealed, the account of it is fo 
open and conlentaneous-tg rea- 
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ſon, as being the moſt congruous 
Means for- the illuſtration of- 
God's Glory in the ſaving loſt 
Men, that the humane Mind, if 
not deeply corrupted with the 
ctinQture of Prejudice, muſt con- 
{ent to it 4s worthy of. all acceptati- 
one. | 

| Theſubſtance of his reaſoning 
1s this, That it was the product of 
the moſt wiſe, merciful, and 
righteous Counſel of God, that 
the Saviour of Men ſhould have 
communion with them in their 
Narture, ' that he might have a 
right to redeem them by his Alli- 
ance and Propinquity : for he that 
ſanftifies, and they that are ſanfi- 
fied, are all one : and that he ſhould 
tindergo ſufferings, even to death, 
for the price of their Redempri- 
on, and the remedy of their In- 
firmities 3 Foraſmuch as the Chil- 
dren are 'partakers of. Fleſh and 
Sr) 
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Blood, he alſo likewiſe took part of 
the ſame, that through Death be 
might deſtroy him that had the Power 
of Death, that #s the Devil: And 
deliver them who through fear of 
Death, were all their Lives ſubject 
to Bondage. 

The Devil # ſaidto have the Power 
of Death. 

1. Becauſe he induces men to 
commit fin, that meritoriouſly 
renders than liable to Death. He 
tempted the firſt Man cum effectu, 
and was a Murderer from the be- 
giming. 

2. In that he inſpires them 
with furious thoughts, and in- 
flames their Paſſions, from 
whence proceed Strifes and Wars, 
that efficiently caule Death. He 
is ſupreme in all the Arts of Miſ- 
chief, and always intent upon F.- 
vil. *Tis by his inſtigation chat 
Men become like raging Beaſts, 

| ani-. 


SERMONS 
animated and bent on mutual 
ſlaughter. 0 

3. Becaule he is many times 
the Executioner of God's Wrath, 
and inflits Death upon rebelli- 
ous and incorrigible Sinners. 
"Tis recorded by the Pſalmiſt, 

P/2l.78.49. T hat God caſt upon the Egyptians the 
fierceneſs of his anger, wrath, indig- 
nation, and trouble ; by ſending evil 
Aneels: thoſe Princes of the Air, | 
the Inſtruments of the Thunder i 
and fiery ſtorm of Hail that 'de- - } 
ſtroyed them. 

4. Becauſe he makes Death 
more formidable to finners, by 
heightning their guilty Fears of 
God's Tribunal. The falſe Spi- 
rit, in tempting Mento fin, purs 
on blandiſhments, but afterward 
heis a ſevere accuſer of them to 
God, and to themſelves. 

Laſtly, This Title may ſ{1gni- 
fy his tormenting finners with 

| un- 
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unrelenting cruelty in Hell, which 
is the ſecond Dearth. 

Now theſe Evils being the pe- 
nal Conſequence of fin, our Sa- 
yiour by his Death appeas'd the 
injur'd Juſtice of God, and there- 
by deſtroyed the cruel tyranny of 
the Devil. As the Lamb of God, 
in the Notion of a Sacrifice, he 
overcomes our {piritual Enemies. 
Sin, Satan, and Death, lie van- 
quiſht ar the foot of his Croſs. 
Beſides, our Saviour having felt 
ſuch ſorrows and infirmities as 
are uſual to his People, by that 
correſpondence and reſemblance 
between them, is compaſſionate- 
ly inclin'd to relieve them. 


I ſhall now inſiſt upon the 
blefled Privilege of Believers ſer 
down in the Text, viz. 

That Jeſus Chriſt by bs 
Death, frees his People from 


| the 
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the ſervile tormenting fear of 
Death. — 
In proſecuting the Point, [ 


ſhall, 1. conſider the account |} 


the Scripture gives of Dearh's 
entrance into the World. 2. Shew 
what the fear of Death includes, 
and the Bondage conſequent to 
it. 3. How the Death of Chriſt 
frees us from the thraldom of 
that fear. 4. Who are parta- 
kers of this bleſſed Privilege. 
And then apply it. 

I. The Scripture gives an ac- 
count of Death's entrance into 
the World, in a -three-fold re- 
ſpe. . 

1. As the deſertt of Sin. 2. As 
the Effect of the divine Decree. 
3. As the Sentence of the Lav. 

1. As the Deſert of Sin. The 
firſt deſign of the Creator was 
his own Glory in conjunction 
with the happineſs of Man. He 


Was 


m—_ 


upon DEATH. 


was made accordingly Holy in 
perfe&tion, placed in Paradiſe, 
and his ftate contained all the 
Ingredients of Felicity proper to 
his Nature. He was capablefof 
dying, as lad experience proves, 
yet no Accident from withour, 
no Diſtemper from within had 
impair'd his vigour, and made 
him actually ſubje& to Death 
without fin. Whilſt innocent he 
was immortal, not from ever- 
laſting Principles of Nature, bur 
by Divine Preſervation, of which 
the Tree of Life was the ordain- 
ed Means and {acramental Pledg. 
For God unchangably. loves his 
own Image : and tho' by his So- 
vereignty and abſolute Power 
he may reſumethe Being he gives, 
yet his Goodneſs and Covenant 
were alacred aſſurance that Man's 
happy Life ſhould run parallel 


with his perſeverance in his Duty. 
"This 
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Rom. F. 12, 


This Immortality was not the 
ſingular privilege of Adam's Per- 
ſon, but had been the Inheritance 
of all his Progeny. But he ſoon 
revolting from his juit Obedi- 
ence, of Immortal became Mor- 
tal, and according to the original 
eſtabliſhment of Propagarion, 
tranſmitted his Nature with the 


 guilr and poiſon of Sin to all his 


Poſterity. Thus by one Man Sin | 
entered into the World, and Death by 
Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all 
PII for that all have ſinned. As 
his Obedience had been reward- 
ed, ſo his Rebellion is puniſht in 
all that narurally. deſcend from 
him. From hence it is, that fo 
numerous a part of Man-kind 
are cut oft before the commiſſion 
of actual Sin. Death enters into 
the Forge of Life, and deſtroys 
the Conception that new]y begari 
to live. And what is more tigh- 

teous 
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ſhould forfeit his Life and Blel- 


tb 


dy, but the Death of the Soul, 


of it. And from hence we ma 
Y diſcover the falſe Philoſophy of 
Z the wiſeſt Heathens in their Opi- 
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roms than that Man when he dil- 
obeyed the Author of Life, 


ſedneſs. The Soul voluntarily Anima vo- 
[oſt the ſpiritual Life by forlak- qy* 2d 
ing God, therefore unwillingly nolens er- 
FM the natural Lite by expul- 20 omg 
fion from the Body, The Apo- q, © 
ftle declares, the Wages of Sin # z,,,6,. 


Death, not only that of the Bo- 


which is a dreadful Concomitant 


nion of Death. They judged it Hac lege 
to be the primary neceſlity and ee 
condition of Nature, fixt by Ir- irent. Senec. 
reſfiſtible Fate : and not under- 
ſtanding the true and juſt reaſon 

of its coming into the World, 

they could not apply a ſufficient 

Remedy againſt its Evil. 


2. As 
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2. As the Effect of the divine 
Decree reſpecting Sin. This is 
dilcovered by revelation in the 


Word of God, and by the-real 


execution of it.1t is appointed to Men 


once to die, This Decree is uni- 
verſal and unrepealable. One Ge- 
neration paſſeth away, and another 
Generation cometh : like the ebbing 
and flowing of the Sea in its ſta- 
ted Periods. Nothing can inter- 
rupt or fruſtrate this appointment; | 
There are divers Conditions of # 
Men, and various ways of living !' 
inthe World ; ſome are high in 
Dignity, others are level with the 
Earth : ſome walk in a Carpet- 
way ſmooth and eaſy, others in 
a thorny and troubleſom: fome 


walk on the golden Sarids, others 


on the Mire : but the ſame un- 
controulable neceſliry of dying 
involves all: And what-ever the 


'way be, whether pleaſant or 


doletnt; 


_ 


dolefil, yer every one "alles 
in it-vrich equal ſteps, meaſured 
by the {fame invariable ſpaces of 


Hours and Days, and arrive at 
| the ſame common end of Lite. 


Thole who are regarded as vilt- 
ble Deities amongſt Men, that 
can by their Breath raile the Toa 


and depreſs the Lotcy, that have 


the Lives of millions in their 
Power, yet when the ordained 
time is come, as they cannot bribe 
the acculing Conſcience for a 
minutes ſilence, {o neither delay 


FI Death. 7 have ſaid ye are Gods, 
= but- ye ſhall die like Men, 


. Death is to be conſidered 
As wh (x Sentence of the Law. The 


reatonable Creature was made 


under 2. Law the Rule of his 


Acions, © The moral Law di- 


rected him how to continue in 


his holy and bleſſed State : To 


whicti vras-annext the Precepr of 
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not eating of the Tree of. Know- 
ledg of Good and. Evil, only as 


a mark of his Subjection, and 


for the trial of his Obedience. 


This Precept had an infallible 


. ſanction by the moſt high Law- 


1 S72mM. 26. 
l © 


giver : 1a the day thou eateſt thereof, 4 
thou ſhalt ' die the death. | Man did' 


not keep this Command of fo 


ealy obſervation, and juſtly in- 


curr'd its doom. As Sin 1s the 


violation of the Law, ſo Death 


i5 the violation of the Sinner in 


his Nature and Felicity retorted 


from the Law. - 

The deaths of Men are very 
difterent 1n their kinds; and are 
compriled in the words of David 
mad Sanl; The Lord ſhall 


ſmite him, or his Day ſhall comexto 
die, or he ſhall deſcend into the Bat- 


tel, and periſh; © Sometimes they 


are cut off by the immediate fla-. 
ming hand of God, forthe more 


exemplary 


A. 
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exemplary revenge of Sin; ſome- 
times by ſurpriſing Acciderits . 
ſometimes by bloody Contenti- 
ons; ſometimes by conſuming 
Diſeaſes: But tho' Death be nor 
uniform, yer "tis always the. exe- 
cution of the Law upon Offen- 
 Yers: As of thoſe who are con- 
| demned by Humane Juſtice, 
{ome {uffter a more ealy and ho- 
nourable Death; -others a miore 
diſgraceful and torturing, ſome 
are Feheaded, others are Cruci- 
fied, - yet all die as Malefactors. 
Thus ſome die a natural Death; 
others a violent, lome by a gentle 
preparing ſickneſs without re- 
la&ation, others die upon the 
Rack by ſharp pains : ſome die 
atended with-rheir Friends, and 
all ſupplies to ſweeren their Paſ. 
ſage,fothers forſaken of all Coms 
forters : - yet Death is the fame 
Sentence of the Law upon all 


WU -2 - Mens 
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| Men. And this if duly cool 


wi _ "x; 


dered, makes it terrible in what- 
ever {hape it appears, 


If. The next thing to be con- 
ſidered is, What the fear of Death 


includes, and the bondage that 


is conſequent to it. This I ſhall 
explain and amplify, by conft- 
dering tour things. 

1. The nature of Fear in ge- 


neral, as applicable to the pre- 


ſent Subject, 
2. The particular Cauſes that 
render Death ſo fearful. 
2. The degree of this Fear ex» 
preſt by Bondage. _. - | 
4. How it comes to paſs that 
Men are nor always. under the 
actual fear of Death, but ſubject 
ro the Revolutions of it all their 
lives. E239) 
1. 1 will conſider the nature 
of Fear in general,as applicable to 
the preſent Subject. Fear 


% « 
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| Fear is a paſſion implanted in 


Nature, that cauſes a flight from 

an approaching Eye. Three 
things are requitite to. qualify the 
Obje& and make it feartul. 

(1.) The Evil mult be appre- 
hended. Knowledg, or at leaſt 
ſuſpicion, excites Fear, by repre- 
ſenting an Evil that is hkely to 
ſeize upon us. Till the mind 


diſcern the danger, the paſſions 


 . areunmoved: and imaginary E- 


vis by the mere apprehenſ10n, are 
as ſtrongly fear'd as real. 

(2.) The Evil muſt be future. 
For the naked theory of the moſt 

pernicjous Evil does not wound 
_ theSoul, but the apprehen(1on of 
falling under it. If reaſon can 
open an expedient to prevent an 
Evil, this Paſſion 1s quiet. And 
Fear precilely regards its Object 
as to come. Prelent Evils in- 
duce griet and ſorrow : -paſt 


"C14 Evils 
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 Evils by. reflection affect with 


joy, and give a quicker reliſh' to 


' prelenr felicity.” Approaching 


Evils alarm us with fear. | _ 

(3.) The Evil muſt be appre- 
Ms as prevalent to make it 
feartul. For if by compariſon 
we find our ſtrength [uperior, we 
either neglect the Evil for its le- 
vity, or determine to encounter 
it; and reſiſtance is the proper 
effect of Anger, not of Fear. 
Bur when an impendent Evil is 
roo hard for us, the Soul ſhrinks 
and recoils fremn WE 

Now all theſe Qualifications 
thar make an Object teartuk con-- 
cur in Death. 

1. 'Tis an Evil univerſally 
known. The frequent Funerals 
are a real demonſtration that 
{peaks ſenſibly to our Eyes, that 
Death reigns in the World. 
4 2, 'Tis cerrainly turure, All 
: the 
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the wretched Accidents of this 
Life, ſuch as concern us in our 
Perſons, Relations, Eſtates, and 
Intereſts; a thouſand Dilaſters 
that a jealous Fear and active Fan- 
' cy will extend and amplify ; as 
. they may, ſo they may not hap- 
pen tous. And from this mix- 
rure of contrary poſhbiliries, 
from the uncertainty of evear, 
Hope thar is an infinuating paſh- 
on mixes with Fear, and derives 
Comfort. . For as ſometimes a 
a {uddain Evil lurpriles not fore- 
chought of, ſo often the Evil that 
was {adly expected, never'comes 
to paſs. But what Man ts he that lives, 
and ſhall not ſee Death * Who is {o 
vain as to pleaſe himſelf wich an 
imagination of Immortality here ? 


2. 'Tis a prevalent Evil, from: 


hence the. proverbial Exprel- 


P[ al.89. 4. | 


ſion, Strong as Death that ſubdues Cant. 8.8. 


all, cruel as the Grave that ſpares 


C 4 :. , = 


24. 


Eccleſtaſt. 8. 


> > WRC PTEETF WT — wry en Ore 


none. "Tis 1n vain to {truggle 
with the pangs of Death. No 
Simples 1n Nature, no Compo- 
{itions of Art, no Influence of 
the Stars, no Power of Angels, 
can ſupport the dying Body, or 
retain the flitting Soul. There ts 
no Man hath power over the Spirit 


of , : 
to retainthe Spirit ; neither bath he 


power in the day of Death : and there 
5 no diſcharge in that War. "Fhe 
Body ſinks in the Conflict, and 
Death feeds on its proſtrate prey tm 
the Grave. - 

2. I ſhall conſider more par- 
ticularly the Cauſes that render 
Death 1g fearful ro Men. 1. In 
the apprehenſion of Nature. 
2. in the apprehenſion of Con- 
{cience 1. ln the apprehen{1on of 
Nature, Death hath this Name en- 
graven in its forehead, Mltimin: ter- 
ribilium, the fupreme of terrible 
things, ' pon ſeyeral on 
OW - Bu 
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t.. Becaule uſually fickneſs 
and pains languithing or: tor- 
menting, make the firll chang 
in the Body,and the natural Dexh 
is violent. This Hezekiah com- 
plained of with a mournful ac- 


cent, He will cut me off with pi- Iſa. 38. 


ning fi ckneſs : from day even to night 
' thou wilt make an end of me. 1 


reckoned till morning, that as a Lion, 


fo will be break all my Bones. A 
Troop of Dileales are the fore- 
runners of this King of Terrors. 
There is a preceding encounter, 
and ſometimes very fierce, that 
Nature feels the cruel Victory 
before it yields to this Enemy. 
As a Ship that is loſt by a'mighcy 
rempelt; and by the concuſſion of 
the Winds and Waves loſes its 
Rudder and Maſs, takes in water 
in every part, and gradually 
{inks into the Ocean :.. So in the 
Pp Wragk of Nature, he "y 
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is ſo ſhaken and weakened |by 


.the violence of a Diſeaſe, that the 


ſenſes, the animal and vital Ope- 
rations decline, and at laſt are ex- 
ſtinguiſh'd in death. 

''2, Death conſidered in the 
ſtricteſt propriety, as deſtructive 
of the natural being, thar is our 
firſt and moſt valuable good in 
the order of Nature, is the juſt 
object of Fear. The union be- 
tween Soul and Body is very in- 
rimate and dear, and like David 
and Jonathan they part unwilling- 
Ivy. Nature has a ſhare in the 
beſt Men, and works as Nature : 
St. Paul declares, we would not be 
unclathed, not finally pur oft the 
Body, but have it glorified in 
conjunction with the Soul. Our 
blefled Saviour, without the leaſt 
impeachment of the Rectitude 
and perfection of his Nature, 
expreſtan averlneſs from Death, 


and 


— 
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and with ſubmiſGon to the divine 
Will defired a freedom from it. 
His Aﬀe&tions were holy and hu- 


mane, and moved according to 


the quality of their Objects. 

3. Thenatural conlequents of 
Death render ic fearful. Life is 
the foundation of all natural en- 
joyments, and the lols of it in- 
duces the loſs of all for ever. "Tis 
from hence that ſuch Evils that 
are conſiſtent with Life, and de- 
prive us qnly of lome particular 
content and pleaſure, are willing- 
ly cholen rather than Death. 
The forfeiture of Eſtate, the de- 
grading from honour, the con- 
tinementto a perpetual Priſon,the 


baniſhing from our native Country, 


are leſs Penalties than Death. 


There is a natural love of 


Society in Man, and Death re- 
moves from all. The Grave 
is 2 frightful ſolitude, There is 


NA 


SERMONS 


_ a 


noconverlſation in the terricories 
of darkneſs. 'This alſo Hezekiab 
in his apprehenſions of death 
I/a. 38.11. ſpeaks of with tears. I ſhall ſes 


Alan no more in the Land of the 
hoes mort- Living. As 1n the NI ghr, the 


Tur In no- 
em, &te- World 1s an univerſal ; "a all 
" nt things are in a dead {lence ; "hs. 
ſepelitur; laces, Courts of Juſtice, Tem- 
tuneſtatur pes, Theaters, Schools, and all 
_ f pltich Cunard 
nor, omnis Places of publick Conver ation 
ſubſtantia are ſhut up : the nolle and ru- 
enigratur 
fordent, fi, Our that keeps Men in continual 
lent, ſtupent obſervation and action ceales. 
—_ Thus when the Sun of this pre- 
BY + Ter. ſent Life is ſet, all the Aﬀairs and 
0 de Re- Buſineſs, all the vain joys of 
* Company, Feaſting, Dancing, 
Muſick, Gaming, ceaſes. Every 
one among the Dead is confined 
to his ſealed obſcure Cell, and is 
alone an entertainment Cas the 


Worms. 


The 
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- The P/almiſt ſaith of Princes, | 
Their breath goeth forth, they return 
to the Earth, in that very day their 
thoughts, their glorious compal- 
ſing thoughts, periſh. This the | 
Hiſtorian obſerves was verified in 
Julius (afar : After his aſſuming | 
the Imperial Dignity, he thoughr 4 
to reduce the numerous Laws of 

the Romans into a few Volumes, 
compriſing the ſubſtance and rea- 

{on of all ; ro enrich and adorn 

the City of Rome, as was becom- 

ing the Regent of the World : 

to epitomile the Works of the 

moſt learned Grecians and Romans 
for i the publick Benefit. And Tajaagen- 
whilft he was deligning and pur- tem atque 


Ns meditan- 
ſuing theſe, and other vaſt and. ors 


I noble things, Death ſurpriſed prevenit. 
j  bhim, andbroke off all his Enter- **** 
priles. TH 
Ac the terrible Gate that opens 
into Eternity, Men are ftripr of 
WM... all 
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all their Honours and Treaſures; 
and as naked as they come into the 
World, go out of it. Be not thou afraid 
when one 1s made rich, when the glory 
of his Houſe is encreaſed. For when 
be dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away ; 


his glory ſhall not deſcend after him. 


Death equally vilifies, makes 
loathſom and ghaſtly the Bodies 
of Men, and reduces them to 
| ſordid Duſt. In the 


* As our Divine Poet Grave the * duſt IS as 


exprelſles it. 
The brags of Life are but 


a nine days wonder ; 


precious and powerful 
of one as of another: 


And after Death the Civil diſtin&tions are 


_ fumes that ſpring, limited to the preſent 
From private Bodies make _. gf 
as big A thunder, time, The prodigious 


As thoſe that riſe froma Statue in Nebuchadnez- 


buge King. 


Herbert, A'S Viſion, Dan. 2. 

32,33 34z 35- while 

it was upright; the parts were re- 

ally and viſibly diſtin& : The head 

was of fine gold, the breaſt and arms 

of ſilver, the belly and thighs of braſs ; 
| "2 8 + m__ 


I 
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gold, broken to pieces together, and _ | | 


_ thefirſt Empire in the Worid, was 
degraded by Death, humbled to 
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the legs of iron, the feet part of iron 
and part of clay : but when the ſtone 
cut out without hands, ſmote the Image 
upon the feet, then was the iron, the 


clay, the braſs, the fulver, and the 


became like the Chaff the wind carries 
away. Who can diſtinguiſh be- 
eween Royal Duſt taken out of 
magnificent Tombs, and Plebean 
Duſt from common Graves ? 
Who can know who were Rich, 1: 
and who were Poor; who had 1 
power and command, who were bf 
Vaſlals, who were. remarkable f 
by Fame, who by Infamy 2 They 2 Kings 9. | 
ſhall” not ſay this is Jezebel: not _e 
know this was the Daughter and 

Wife of a King. The King of 

Babylon, ſtiled Lucifer the bright | 
Star of the Morning, that poſleſt 


the Grave, and exchanged all his 


glorious 
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Heb. 9. 27. 


glorious State for Worms and. 


. Putrefa&tion. The Worm 15 ſpread 


under thee, and the Worms cover thee: 
In: ſhort, Death: ſeparates Men 
fcom.-all theit admired chatting 
Vanities. 

'2. Death is fearful in the ap- 
prehenſion of Conſcience, as 'tis 
the moſt (enſible mark of God's 
Wrath that is heavier than Death, 
and a ſummons; to give an _ac- 
count of all things done tn this 
Life; to the righteous Judg.of 
the World. *T7 is appointed to; af 
Men once to die, and afterward the 
Judgment. The Penal © Fear 4s 
more: wounding to the : Spiric, 
than the Natural. When: the a- 
wakened Sinner. quietly axpects 
the Citation to appear beforethe 
Tribunal above, where: no ex- 
cules, no ſupplications, no: pri- - 
vileges avail, whefte his cauſe of 


-Ecernd Life or. Death:moſt be 


decided; 
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decided, and the awards of Ju- 
ſtice be. immediately executed : 
O the Convulſions and Agonies 
of Conſcience in that hour ! wheri 
the diſealed Body cannot live, 
and the dilconſolate Soul dare 
not. die, What Anxieties ſurround 
ic > This redoubles the terrors 
of Death, that the firſt tranſmits 
to the ſecond that was figured by 
it.  O thediſmal aſpect of Death 
riding on a pale Horſe, with Hell the 
black Attendant following, This 
Fear ſurpriſed the Sinners in Sion ; 
Who among us can dwell with devou- 
ring Fire ? who among 15 can remain 
with everlaſting burnings ? This 
made a Heathen, the Govetnor 
of a Province, to tremble before 
a-poor Priſorier. While Paul dif- 
conrſed of Righteouſneſs ; Tempe- 


rance, and Judzment to come, Foe- 


lix trembled. ' "Tis 4 fearful thing Heb.10:3t: 
to fall into" the hands of the living 
(3 Y G od 
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God, who lives for ever, and Can 
puniſh for ever. None is-lo power- 
ful as God, nothing {o fearful as 
the guilty Conlcience.. - | 
3. Thedegrees of this Fear is 
expreſt by Bondage. T his Pal- 
{110n when regular in its Object 
and Degree is excellently uſetul : 
"tis a wile Counſellor and faithful 
Guardian, that plucks oft the 
Mask from our Enemies, and 
keeps Reaſon vigilant and active 
to prevent a threatning Evil, or 
to ſuſtain it in the belt manner. 
*Tis obſervable in the brute Crea- 
tures, that the weak and fearful, 
are moſt ſubtile and ingenious to 
ſecure themſelves, and ſupply 
the want of ſtrength with art- 
fice. But when Fear is inordi- 
nate, 'tis a tyrannous Maſter, that 
 vexes the weary Soul, and hinders 
- Its free and noble Operations. 
' (#ſar chole rather to be expog'd 
=: ro 
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to ſuddain death, than to be con- Preſtat {e- 


tinually harraſt with fears how to 
avoid it, The Greek word im- 
plies the binding of the Spirit, 
that caules' an, inward {lavery. 


And in'the Apoſtles Writings, 


|| che Spirit of Fear, and the Spirit of 


Bondage, are equivalent. Jſhbo- 
ſheth, when Abner provok'd by 
the Charge about Saul's Concu- 
bine, imperioully threatned to 
tranſlate the Kingdom to David, 
' was ftruck with ſuch a fear, that 
| be could not anſwer Abner a word, 
2 Sam. 3- 10,11. The fuddain 
paſſion ſtifled his replie, and re- 
duc'd him to a defencelels lilence; 
Now the fear of Death, as 'tis 
remils or vehement, ſuch are the 
degrees of bondage from ir. 

* 1. It embitters the enjoyments 
of the prelent Lite, and makes 
the moſt proſperous in the 
World, even.inthe fulneſs of- their 
01979997 D 2 ſuf ficiency 
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-ſufficiencyto be in ſtraits. Tho' the! 
.tenſes are pleaſed with the quick 
{weerneſs of Change from one 
Obje& to anorher, yet the Soul 
cannot have a delightful undi- 
ſ{turbed fruition, toreleeing that 
the ſtream of Pleaſure will iſſue 
Eccleſ.11.7. into the dead Sea. Truly Light is 
ſweet, and "tis a pleaſant thing to be- 
hold the Sun. But how 1hort is 
this Life with all its pleaſures, in 
compariſon of the days of darkneſs 
that follow. -Now tho' 'tis our 
beſt wildom and crueſt liberty, to 
rejoice in this World, . as if -we re- 
Joiced not, and frequently to me- 
ditate on the cooling Doctrines 
of Death and Judgment, to reprels 
the tranſports of the voluptuous 
appetite ; yet ſince the Comforts, 
of this Life are liberally indul- 
ged tous by the Love of God, to 
be the motives of our grateful 
and - afteftionare Obedience, to 
 IRIROnY {weeten 
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ſweeten our paſlage to. Heaven, 
we may with tranquillity of Spj- 
rit make a-pure and chearful ule 
of them iin his ſervice; and- tis an 
oppreſling bondage, when the dil- 
quieting ;anxious: fears of Death 
hinders: -our temperate, enjoy- 
ment of his Favours and Bleſſings. 


2. The fear of Death oppreſles. 


the Souls of Men under a mile- 
rable. Bondage to the Devil ; for. 
his Dominion is maintain'd by the 
Allurements and Terrots of the 
World. Tho Men do not explicicl y 
acknowledg.his Soveraignty, yer- 
by voluntary yielding. to his plea- ; 
ſing temptations, they are really - 
his Slaves. And the apprehen- 

ſton of temporal Evils, elpecial- 

ly of Death, dreſt up in a fright - 


ful repreſentation, with its bloo- 


dy pomp, is the ſtrongeſt ſnare Prov. 29. 


ro the Soul. The taint-hearted 
prove falſe-hearted in the time of 
4 D 3 trial ; 
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trial : For the timerous - Spirit 


beins g wholly 1 intent how to avoid 


_ the incurſion 'of | a preſent Evil, 


forgers or negle&ts what is nd 
fpenſibly to be done, and: thinks 
to find an excuſe in the pretended 
neceſſity. How many have been 
rerrified from their cleareſt. Duty, 
and reſolved Conftancy ? To e- 
ſcape Death, they have been guil- 
ty of the mot inſufferable im- 
picties, by renouncing God their 
Maker and Saviour, and worſhip- 
ping the Devils for Deities. E- 
very Age preſents ſad ſpectacles 

of many that chuſe iniquity rather. 

than afflition, thar relinquith their: . 
duty, - and by wicked complian- 
ces © ſave their Lives an | loſe 
their Souls, - Carnal Deſires, and 
Carnal Fears, are the Chains of 


Hell that retain Men Satan's Cap- 


tives. ' But what folly, whac 


ſfadiiels is is it, , for the. avoiding 
Iv =i-t+. 3. | | \o2% rhe 
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the impotent fury of the Crea- 


cure; to venture on the powerful 
wrath-of God, that exceeds all the 


terrors that can be conceived by 
fear.Fhis rendersthem more brui- 


tiſh.chan the Horle,thar ſtarting at 


hisShadow, ſprings over a deſpe- 
rate.Precipice. The fearful are exclu- 
ded from Heaven; and caſt into the 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone: for ever. 

':2. The extream fear of Death 
and. 7Zudgment, dejects and dil- 


courages the Soul trom the ule of 


means to prevent eternal miſery, 
and- induces a moſt wotul Bon- 
 dage. - Fear anticipates and ex- 
 alperates future Evils : for as 
| knowledg excites fear, fo fear 
eficreales knowledg, by the un- 
ceſlant working .of the thoughts 


upon terrible Qbjects. The fear- | 


ful mind aggravates the foreſeen 
Evil, arid:diſtils the Poiſon from 
all:the circumſtances and conle- 

| D 4 | qQuEſ- 
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quences of it. And when the 
Evil is apprehended as inſupera- 
ble and indeclinable, all endea- 


Sexec. yours toeſcape arecur off, What 


melum fine © Philoſopher oblerves. of an 


etfugio, ' * Earthquake, compared with other 

* + deſtructive Evils, is true in this 
Caſe, * There may be a ſafe re- 
freat from Fire, from Inungarti- 
ons, from Scormis, from War, 
from Peſtilence, but an Earth- 
quake aſtoniſhes with ſo violent 

Tinker fo a perturbation, that. ſtops ' our 

aan ard flight from the imminent danger. 

tir. - $0 the vehement impreſſions of , 
fear from the approaches = 
death, and the ſevere executions 
upon the Sinner after-ir, diſtract 
the mind, ' and diſables from fly 
mg from che Wrath'to come. Theſe 
Fears are more heayyby the lug- 
| geſtions of Satan, who repreſents 
| Gad fo terrible 3 in his Majeſty, 

| jpexorible in his Julio; and 
dread- 
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dreadful to Death, that all hopes 

of obtaining his favour are Ioſt. 
As the Egyptian Darkneſs was not 
meerly trom the abſence of the 
Sun, bur from” feculent Vapours 
condenſing the Air, that-4t might 
 So:theſe dark and fear- 
ful expectations. of the Divine 
Wrath, are. not only. from the 
withdrawing the Light of .God's 
Countenance,, | but from the 
Prince of. Darkneſs: thar foul 
Spirit, And'as we read of the 
Egyptians, that no Man aroſe from 
hs place for three days, as if they 
had! been buried in that: darknefs, 
and deprived of all ative power 
and* motion : ſo the deſpairing 
Soul fits dowti» mourning} at the 
Gates of Death, © totally dilabled 
from -profecuting the Things 
that belong tots peace. "Tis Hope in- 
fpires and warms us with alacrity, 
encourages © our Endeayours, De- 


{pair 
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{pair is without edg and induſtry. 
The Soul ſuffers the hardeſt Bon- 
dage, and the condition is inex- 
prefiibly ſad under the tyranny 
of this Fear. O how enthra{- 
led, how deſolately - miſerable ! 
for deſpair doth meritorioufly . 
and effe&ually ruin the Soul. For 
whereas there is no Attribute 
more Divine, no clearer Notion 
of the Deity than Love and Mer- 
cy;. this Paſſion diſparages his 
Mercy, asif Stn were: more om- 
nipotent,- than his Power to par- 
don ; andall the Fears that flow 
from it, are ſo far from-expiating, 
that they encreale Guile: and 
whereas the believing view of 
Chrift would as compleatly and. 
preſently recover the Soul-woun- 
ded Sinner, as the Hrgelites were 
by looking to. the' ordained vilt- 
ble Sign of their Salvation ; De- 
{pair turns. away the Eye. from . 
Wc our 


jon DEATH. | 


our Deliverer;j and fixes ic upan 
milery.as remedileſs and final, 

4. How comes it to pals: that | 
Men are not always under the 
acual fear of Death, but fubjet 
to the- revolutions of it all their 
Lives, 

The Seeds of this Fear .are hid; in 
the guilty Breaſts of Men, and ar 
rimes, eſpecially in their Calami- 
ties, break forth and kindle upon 
chem. In their leiſure and Retire- 
ment, - intercurrent thoughts of 
Death and Judgment Ring them, by 
fits, and make them uneaſy, The 
aſhes of Conſcience, | like. mg- 
ments of Lighting; ftartle them, 
bue they relapſe into their habitaal 
ſtupidity. And the account of ic 
will be clear, by conhidering the 
following Particulars. | 

1, Menare apt to flatter chem- 
ſelves with the hopes of long 
Life, and look upon Death ar' a 
ey 
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- great-diſtance. © Tho” there be a 
dying diſpoſition in the youngeſt 
and" ſtrongeſt Perſons, tho' we 
live in a world of Caſfualries, 
and Death lie in ambuſh to ſur- 
Prize us every day, yet we are 
tecure: becauſe Evils affect us 
according ' to their apprehended 
nearnels. A Petty Conſtable 
that is troubleſom and vexatious, 
15 more fear'd by his Neighbours, 
than the Grand Signior with all 
his *Executioners. © As remote 


Objects, though of vaſt bigneſs, 


. are; leſlen'd 'ro or fight, fo 


through the ſuppoſed interval of 
many years,Deathis lookt on with 
a diminution of its Terror. Bit 
when Death preſents ir ſelf be- 
fore Men ready to diſpatch them, 
how formidable isits appearance !- 
Saul tho renouned. for his Yalour, 
yet when he underſtood by Re- 
velation, that to morrow he and 
: his 


dn 
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his Sons ſhould be 1 in the ſtate aff 


the dead, there was no ftrength in ; Sam. 28; 


him, but be fell ſtraight-way all along 
on the Earth , ftruck through with 
fear before he was wounded by 


the Arrows of the Philiſtins. Bel- 


ſhazzarin the midft of his luxury 


and jolity,atrended witha thouſand Dan.5.1,2; 


Lords,and his herd of Concubines, in- 
flam'd with Wine, and therefore 
leſs capable of fear, yet upon the 
ſight o* the faral Hand writing 
on the Wall a tew unknown Cha- 
raters, which 'his guilty Con- 
{cience ( before the Prophet Da- 
niel came ) interpreted to be the 


ſentence of preſent Death, How 


fearfully was his Countenance 


changed pale as a Carcals? How 


| tuddainly did his Blood congeal, 
and his warmeſt quickeſt Spirits 


die in his Heart 2 | His whole Bo- 


dy was ſeized by ſuch a vehement: 


trembling, that his joints were 


looled, 


324 
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looſed,. and his knees {mote one = 
- againſt another, .. 'This is a xepre- - 
- ſentation of 'thaſe who þid defi- 
ance to Death ata diſtance , bur 
when the fatal Hour is come, and 
they hear the Sentence decreed a- 
gainſt them, God bas numbred 
thy days, and finiſh'd them: thou art 
weighed in the ballance (all thy words 
ang Actions, . thy. Thoughts and 
Aﬀections ) -andart found wanting : 
and thy Soul ſhall be divided. 
from thy Body, the one ſent ro 
Hell to {ufter the undying Worm 
of Conſcience, . the other to the 
Grave,to bea prey ta the Worms 
of Corruption; how are they 
overcome with horror ! 

2. Thecontinual ſucceſſion of 
the Pleaſures and Bulineſs of | the 
World divert the mind from' the 
attentive ſtrong : contemplation 
of Death, and the conſequences 
_ of ic,  Penſive thoughts are un- 

10: welcome 
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welcome, and we ſtudiouſly en- 
deavour to cancel the nemory of 


ſuch things as afflict us,  * Tis {aid 


_ of the Wicked, that God i not in 
all their thoughts : The conſidera- 
tion of the Holy InſpeQor and 
Judg of their Actions is rorment- 
ing, therefore they fill - their 
- minds with earthly Imaginations, 
to exclude the Divine Preſence. 
We read of thoſe, who to pur 


far away the evil day, chaunted Amos 6.3,4. 


to the ſound of the Vidl, and drank 
Wine in Bowls. They are rock'd 
aſleep with the motion of phan- 
raſtick Vanities. And ſleep takes 


away Fear, but gives no lafety. 


*Tis recorded of Marius, that af- liar. 


_ ter his overthrow by Scylla, he 


was always in conſternation, as 
if he heard the ſound of the 
Trumpets, and the noiſe of the 
victorious Army purſuing him : 
And his Fears were no longer 
quiet 


= "wi PL 
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| quier than. whilſt charm'd with 


Wine and Sleep. He therefore 
was continually drunk, that he 
might forget Himlſelf,his Enemy, 
and his Danger. Thus Men make 
a pitriful ſhifr ro forget their lat- 
cer End: and whillt they are fol- 
lowing either ſecular Aﬀairs, or 


ſenſual Pleaſures, are unconcer: 


ned for what is to be hereafter; 
Bur this diverſ1on will ſhortly be 
at an end, for in their languiſh- 
ing hours, when the waſted Body 
fails the carnal Mind, and fen- 
fual Deſires fail the Man, then 
Conſcience that ſpoke with 4 
low Voice before, is loud and ter- 
rible, and like the rigid Exa&tor 
in the Parable , that took his 
Debtor by the throat; requires 
them to pay whart they owe: 

. Some are {o.hardned in In- 
hidelicy, that the Powers of the 
World to come make no ithpret= 
| fiont 


{ - 


upon D E AT H. 


: 


ſion on their hearts. They mind 
bat lictle, and are leſs affetted 
- with invitible things. They for- 
tify themſelves with grols 
thoughts, that the Spirit of Man 
vaniſhes with his Breath, that 
Death is the end of this Life, and 
not the beginning of another, and 
feed without fear. Place one in 
the midſt of deſtructive Evils, 
but unſeen or not believed, and 
he 1s as fearleſs as a blind Peron 
walking on the brink of a deep 
Fit: Indeed there are none lels 
dilturbed with the terrors of 
Death, than che eminently g00d, 
or the extremely bad : for the one 
ſort have a bleſſed hope that 
Death will be to chem an en- 
trance into Life, and live like 
the Angels, with a joy tinſpeak- 
able and glorious. The others are 
as ſenſual and fecure as the 
Beaſts thar periſh; having extin- 
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2 Cor.5.11, 


ouiſh'd the fear of eternal future 
Evils, which is the proper paſſion 
of reaſon. The Apoſtle declares, 
That knowing the terror of the Lord, 
we perſwade Men to be reconciled to. 
him, before the ſeaſon of Fercy be 
expir'd. But thole who have ſup- 
preſt the natural Notions of Eter- 
nal Judgment, as they think it 
beneath their wiſdom to be per- 
{waded by the Promiſes of Hea- 
ven, ſo beneath their courage to 
be terrified with the threatnings 
of Hell, and triumph over the 
ruins of Conlcience. Bur tho'; 
wicked Infidels (lite the Threat- 
nings, they ſhall not eſcape the 
Vengeance of God. 

We read of Noah, that being 
warned of God of things not ſeen as 


Jet, moved with fear, he prepared 


an Ark forthe ſaving of hu Houſe. 


His Fear was the natiye. iſſue of 


his Faith. But, the profane 


World, 


upon DEATH. 


World, in whom ſence was pre- 
dominant, that deſpiſed the Ora- 
cle, and trembled ar no Judg- 
ments but what were acting on 
the viſible. Stage, they eat and 
drank, married, and were 21vent 
m marriaze, till {wept away by 
the unfeared Inundation. We 
. read that Lot being certified by 
an embaſly of Angels, that a 
 Delugeof Fire would in a few 
hours pour down from Heaven 
upon Sodom, he molt earneſtly 
{olicired his Sons-in-Law, Ariſe, 
depart out of this place, for the Lord 
will deſtroy this City : but they en- 
tertained his compaſſionate ad- 
vice with deriftion, he ſeemed to 
them as one that mocked, and were 
ſurpriſed by thoſe feartul Flames 
that diſpatch'd them from a tem- 
poral Hell to thare which is Erer- 
nal: "Thus 'twas prophelied, 
That in the laſt days there ſhall come 
E 2 Scoffers 
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Scoffers, walking after their own 
luſts, and fayng, Where vs the Pro- 
miſe of bis coming * But let them 
blaſpheme and {corn the molt {a- 
cred and terrible I ruths, let them 
perpetuate their exceſs of riot, and 
wild Mirth while they live, Death 
will come, and Judgment as lure 
as Death. | | 


HI. I now come to ſhew how 
the Death of Chriſt frees us from 


the cormenting fear of Death. 

' For the clearing this, we are 
to conſider, that Sin, Satan, and 
Dearth, are Enemies in combina- 
tion againſt Man in his mortal 
ſtare ; and the deſtructive Power 
of Satan, and Death, is from Sin. 
When Man renounc'd his Crea- 
tour and natural Lord, he was 
judicially given up to Satan as 
the Executioner of Vengeance, 
and to the Power of Death. Such 
| 1s 


pon DEATH. 
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is the order, rather the confuſion 
in the World by Sin, The Em- 
pire of Satan and Death 1s buile 
on the Ruins of our Innocence. 

Now the Son of God came 
from his Throne in Heaven to 
deliver us: . And whereas there 
are two ways of obtaining free- 
dom from captivity, either by 
Ranſom, or by Power and Rel- 
cue, in both reſpe&s our delive- 
rance from Bondage, to theſe 
Capital Enemies, 1s aſcribed to 
the Death of Chriſt. 

*Tis called our Ranſom, and 
that in its ſ{trift. Notion has a 
reſpect to Captivity. There is one 
God, and one Mediator between God 
and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus : 
who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all. 
His Life was the full price of 
our Liberty and Salvation. God 
does. not pardon fin, and releaſe 
from puniſhmenr by a pure ab- 
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SERMONS 


{olute a&t of his Will and Autho- 
rity, as a Creditor forgives a Deb- 

ror ; but in ſuch a way as to pre- 
- ſerve the Rights of Juſtice invio- 
late. Therefore when Man was 
devoted to Death, our Redeemer 
exchang'd candivecs wich him, 


r Pet.1.18. and offer'd up his precious Blood, as 


Phil. 2. 8. 


our Ranſom to God, in the « 

liry of the King and TJudg of ul, 
Such was the dignity of his Per- 
ſon, that the entire World, the 
Heavens and the Earth with all 
their Inhabitants, are of leſs ya- 
lueto him, .than the-baſeſt Droſs 
to refined Gold. Such was the 
greatneſs of his Sufferings, im 
which the higheſt degree of Obe- 
dience, and the loweſt degree of 
Humility were conſpicuous, as 
to be a valuable Compenſation, 

ro obrain eternal Redemption for 
15, 


| upon DEATH. 
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Now when God the ſupreme 
Tudg is fatisfied, Satan forfeirs 
the right he had to torment us, 
and is deveſted of his dominion 
over our Wills, which tho' jult- 
ly permitted, was an ulurpation 
upon God's Right in Man that 
can never be extinguiſh'd. *Tis 


{aid by the Apoſtle, that our Sa- 


viour blotting out the hand-writing of Col. 2. 


Ordinances that was againſt us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his Croſs : He 
aboliſh'd the ule of the Ceremo- 
| nial Law, that was an Evidence 
and Enditement of their Guilt 
who performed it, and the Curle | 
of the Moral Law : it follows, 
and having ſpoiled Principalities and 
Powers, he made a ſhew of them 0- 
penly, triumphing over them m tt. 
Our Saviour died victorioufly , 
the Tree of Infamy on which he 
ſuffered, was the Trophy of his 
| E 4 Con- 
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Conqueſt. His Death diſarm'd 
Satan of his Weaponswhere by he 
ſubdued us,Sin,the Law,and Death; 
fortho' his actual Triumph was 
in his Reſurrection and Alcenſi- 
on to Glory, yet it 1s juſtly aſcri- 
bed to his Death : for that meri- 
roriouſly open'd the Grave at his 
Reſurre&tion, and Heaven at his 
Aſcenſion. BY! | 
And here by the way 'tis moſt 
worthy of obſervation, that 'our 
deliverance from our ſpiritual and 
moſt deadly Enemies-is equally 
righteous, as admirable and glo- 
Tious : for our ſuffering Saviour - 
appeas'd the Wrath of God, and 
broke the Powers of Darkneſs. 
The Wiſdom and Love of God had 
their deſigns in his Death, as, well as 
the malice and rage of Satan,as Lines, 
that are oppoſite 'm the circumference, 
meet in the Centre, £0 Febth 
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And as from the Tyranny of 
Satan, ſo the Death of our Re- 
deemer i is our redemption from 
- Death, as to the curle and final 
dominion of it; nay, has made 
it a bleſſed advantage tO Us. 

1. "The Curle 1s removed. 
Death confidered as the Wages of 
| Sin, is all ſting and poiſon, the 
conſequent of the ſpirirual Death, 
and the introduction to eternal 
Death. The ſting of Death is Sin, 
and the ſtrength of Sin is the Law. 
Death hath.its wounding Power 
from Sin, and Sin from the Law, 
that forbids it, that diſcovers its 
Nature, and 'enhanies the mea- 
{ure of its Guilt, and denounces 
condemnation for it. Now our 
| Saviour having in our ſtead, ſub- 
jected himſelf to Death, 
nalry of the Law for Sin, T bere is 
#o condenmation to thoſe that are in 


Fd 


+ 
I Cor. 15, 


| the pe- 


(rift Jef; Ms Chriſt bath redeemed Gal, 3. 
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Tha. 53. 


us from the Curſe of the Law, being 
made a Curſe for us. Death in- 
flicted on the Saints, has not thar 
relation to the guilt of Sin, as to 
be properly Rrfaftion co Ie- 
venging Juſtice. There ate no 
petty payments to be made by 
our Sufferings after his complear 
ſatisfaction to God, The Lord 
laid on him the Iniquities of u4 all. 
"Tis indeed ſtill a declaration 
of God's holy diſpleaſure againft 
Sin, for that originally open'd the 
way of its coming into the 
World; and ſometimes by the 
immaturity or manner of..it, 'tis | 
a chaſtiſment upon good Men fot 
fin; that is, to make them re- 
new their Repentance, and mor- 
tity their carnal Afﬀections thar 
faſten them to the World. For 
tho' after the laſt a&t of expirati- 
on thete is nc-place for Repen- 
tance ;_ yet inthe. approaches:of 
| Death, 


_ 


upon DEATH. 59 


” I IT ——_ 4 


Death, the Soul is ſtrongly exci- 
ted by the Call of Godto review 
irs ſtate, and make ſolemn pre- 
paration 'to be. found of him in 
Peace. But 'tis not 1a a ſtrict {ence 
the malediction of the Law, and 
divine Revenge upon them. The 
Serpent is turn'd into a Rod of Hd. 12, 
Correction in the hands of our 
Heavenly Father for their good. 
As the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of ſome 
that for ._ their profaning the 
Lord's Table, were fallen aſleep, icor.10.33; 
adds, that when we are judg d, we 
are chaſtened of the Lord, that we 
way not-be condemned with the World. 
A. Believer ſhall not be burt of the Rev. 2. 
ſecond Death. 

From hence it 1s, that in the 
Book of, Life, the Scriptures, 
the death 'of the Saints is cal- 1 Theſſ.4.14 
led. a ſleep. St. Paul argues, If 
we believed | that Jeſus died and 
roſe again ; even ſo them alſo that 
C Ut : ſtep 


. 
a 
. \ 
| L 
. Ll R NY w . ' 
OS" TOP PEG” T0 PO We WR 4” SHE PPE YM PEAR regs =_ | mnttayy—ectngds —_ — . : 
YC RY PO TSHR HY tn Jr 917; pe A nr cpm es - —TTIIRRETRITITRC Ag! <P vIIIN amet s mo— —— . 
Y , X (es "ox *». UPY, Oh, Wi A Be LIN b — FRY 
1 _— gore OR, "xi 6 > OT iy; p04 


Luk. 2. 


mt 
- 


Cy , Þ4 þ Om 
- 


= -- SERMONS 


ſleep m Jeſus, will God bring with 


him. "Tis oblervable- how the 
Apoſtle varies the exprefſion; Je- 
ſus died, 'and the Saints ſleep in him : 


Annon longe glorio- 
ſius fuit, quandoquidem 
totum pro nobls ageba- 
tur, ut non modo pal- 
ſio-corporis, ſed etiam 
cordis affectio pro no- 
bis faceret ? Et quos 
vivificabat mors,nihilo- 
minus & trepidatia ro- 
buſtos, & mzſtitia 1e- 
tos & txdium alacres & 


turbatio quietos- face- 
cet, & deſolatio con{o-+ 
latos ? Bern. Serm.. 1.. 


de St. Anar. 


Iſa.57.1,2. from the Ev 


for: he (uſtained death 
with all its terrors, that 
it might -be a calm 
ſleep to his People. 
They enjoy as bes 
a reſt in the Beds of- 
Duſt, as ever in the 


ſoftelt Down. Stephen 


inthe midſt of a ſhows 
of ſtones fell afleep. 


Believers die'in peace: 


The Righteous 1s taken 


{| to come: the enters into 


peace, Being reconciled to God 
throngh the Blood of Chrift,they 
are not terrified at his Call, bue 
with {weet tranquillity reſign 


their Souls unto him. Lord, now 


tet thy Servant depart m peace, for 
mine eyes have ſeen - thy. Salvation. 


There 


Open rLe——_—_—_—— RY HI 
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-Fhere is a valt diflerence in God's 
account, between the Death of 
Righteous and the Wicked. As the 


Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs was 


taken down with care upon their 
change of ſtation, and delivered 
to the Levites Charge, in order to 
the raiſing of it again with ho- 
nour ; but the Houle incurably 
infeted, was pluck 'd down with 
violence, and thrown into an un- 
clean place with execration : thus 
the death of the Saints is precious in 
the fight of the Lord, their Bodies 
' are kept in the boſom of the 
Earth, ro be raiſed in Glory ; 
and the death of the Wicked is 
accurſt, In ſhort, as the Wood 
.that Moſes caſt into. the Waters of 
Mara, by a miraculous virtue 
{weetned them : (ſo the Croſs of 


Chriſt has taken away the malig- 


nity and bitterneſs of Death. 
| 2. Death isa bleſſed advantage, 
and 
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and enriching Gam to a Believer): 
ic brings him to. the poſlefſion of 
that Good that incomparablyex- 
ceeds the Evil that remains. in it. 
For the Death of a Saine isnot | 
total ; but as in the Ceremony 
of Purification from Leproſy, 
one Bird was killed; and: the other 
let fly in the open Air, the myſte- 
rious/hadow of the Lepers being 
reſtored to a. ſtate. of Liberty: 
thus when the Body: dies and returns 
to the Earth, the Spirit returns to 


God,the Father of Spirits, and Foun- 


tain of Life. Qur Saviour told 


the Jews, 1 amthe living Bread that 


came down from Feaven:: if any Man 


eat of this Bread, he: ſhall live: for 


ever ; and the Bread that L will give 
#myFleſh, that I will give for the 
Life of the World. "The Heavenly 
Divine Life, that 'is communi- 
cated by the Spirit-of Chriſt to 
Believers, remains: entire when 


the 
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the ſenſitive lite is loſt. The na- 
tural order is, There is a time to be 
born, and a time to die : the luper- 
natural is, -there is a time to die, 


anda time to be born. The death 


of a Saint is a || new Birth; the | pies iſte 
pains of the dying Body. are as quem tu 


Throws, whereby. the ripen 


the Living. The happineſs of a 


tanquam 

; f n ſupremum 
Soul is delivered into the Land of reformidas, 
#ternt na- 

talis eſt. 


Saint after Death, more partiCU- Sencc. 


larly will appear by conſidering; 
1. The place to which he aſ- 
cends the higheſt Heaven. This 
inferiour World is fram'd with 
exquilite Order, the Earth « 
full of the Glory of the Lord , yer 
"ris but the ([ediment of the Crea- 
tion, the habitation of Birds and 
- Beaſts, nay of rebellious Sinners ; 
and by. this we may raile our 
thoughts to conceive ſomething 
. of the ſear of Life and Bleſled- 
neſs, Above. 
| 'Tis 
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cellency called the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, Which is the higheſt compa- 
adn to inſtruct and aſtoniſh us 
with the Glory of the place. The 


ſhining Firmament, with all the 


Luminaries that adorn it, are but 
the Frontice-piece toit. All the 
luſtre of Diamonds, the fire of 
Carbuncles and Rubies the bright- 

neſs of Pearls are FBEF 1n:com- 
pariſon of its Glory. *Tis cal- 

led -by our Saviour bis Fathers 


Houſe, and he is the God of Gloyy :".. 


tis his Temple, wherein his ſacred: 


Preſence is fully exhibited : Hit 4 ; 


Throne, wherein. his Majeſty -3s 
revnrted in the molt luſtcons 
manner. 

For pleaſantneſs ; is called 
Paradiſe, in alluſion to the delici- 
ous Garden planted by the hands 
of God hind ſalf for Adam, his 


Favorite, whilſt innocent, There: 
is 


S. 
\ 


"Tis for its amplitude and ex- 


,” 
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is the Tree of Life indeed, and 
Rivers of Pleaſure ever ſpringing 


from the Divine Preſence. *Tis Co. 9. 


the Inheritance of the Saints in Light ; 
to ſignify literally and allegori- 
cally the glory and joy of the 
Place. For Light gives {plendor 
fo things ; and conciliates chear- 
fulneſs, and is a fit Emblem of 
both. As on the contrary, Hell 
is deſcribed by the blatkreſs of 
darkneſs for ever , to {ignity the 
ſadneſs and deſpair of the Dam- 

ned, and becaule in that centre of 
_._  Milery, a perpetual night and in- 
- Yincible darkneſs increaſes the 
horror of loſt Souls, 

Heayen for ſtability is called, 
a City that has Foundations, whoſe 
Builder and Maker #s God: The 
prelent World is like a 'Tent or 
"Tabernacle fer up for a time, and 
with all its periſhing, Idols ſhall 
{harly fall ; all this beautiful 


F Scene 
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| Scene ſhall be diſſolved : But the 


ſupreme Heaven is a Kmgdom that * 
cannot be ſhaken. Our Saviour 
rells us, Ii my Father's Houſe are 


many .Manſions, to ſignify the am- 


plicude and durableneſs of it. 
2. In that bleſſed Place there 


' 1s a freedom from all afflicting 


Jo7 14. I: 


Tempus 
anguſtatur 
ad  vitam, 
 dilatatur | 
ad miſert- 
aim. 


Evils, that are numberleſs here. 
The preſent World is a labyrinth 
of Thorns, in every ſtate we 
meet with ſomething to vex us. 


You may as well count the Waves _ 


of the Sea wnen inraged by a. 


Tempeſt,as the troubles ro which 


in this mortal open ſtate we are 
expos d. Man that i born of a 
Woman, is of few days, and full of 
trouble. A {ſhort life, and many 
mileries. O our unhappy capa- 
city! the Body is liable ro as ma- 
ny Diſeaſes as there are Members; 
and the Soul to as many perplexi- 


ties as paſſions. How often are 


the 
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the ſcenes and habits chang'd iri 
the time of one Man? He that 
lives in pleaſures, muſt a& the 


Mourner's part. Our ſweeteſt con- 


forts have hidden ſtings : and what-- 


ever is moſt pleaſing may occa- 
ſion bitter grief. And uſually 
holy Men have a greater portion 
of afflictions here : ſometimes by 
the malignity and violence of the 
wicked; as under the Law, the 
Lamb and the Dove were Sacri- 


fices, the Emblems of Innocence, 


and Purity, ahd Meeknels, whillt 
che Vulcure and the Lion the 


greedy devourers eſcap'd. This 


the Apoſtle declares of the Elect; 


They are predeſtinated to be confornid 


to the Image of God s Son, who 
tracd ont the way to Heaven in 


his own Blood, and by the Croſs | 


aſcended to the Throne: Some- 


times miore immediately Divine 
Providence afflicts them, . to pre- 


F 2 lerve 
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ſerve their Spirits from the tain- 
ted pleaſures of the World, and 
other Holy Ends : but there # 4 
reſt for the People of God in Hea- 
ven. Beſides, there are Reliques 
of Sin in the beſt of the Saints 
here. Indeed Sin is depos'd from 
ſovereignty and rule ; the impe- 
rious Lulſts are crucified, but nor 
quite expir'd. As thoſe that were 
nail'd to the Crols in their hands 
and feer, the parts leaſt vital and 
moſt ſen{ible, died a - painful 
lingring death. Still the fleſh 
luſts againſt the ſpirit, and the ſþi- 
rit againſt the fleſh, As there is a 
complexion of Humours in hu- 
mane Bodies, always jarrin 

when they are in the Son's 
health ; and where there is nor 
this active contrariety, either the 
Body is without a Soul, a mere 
Carcaſs, or a glorified Body in 
Heaven. So where there 1s not 
this 
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this internal Combat between 
Grace and Sin, either the Man is 


wholly || Carnal, dead 
in fans and treſpaſes ; or 
wholly ſpiritual reign- 
ing in Heaven. And 
there 15 nothing more 
works on the tender 
affetions of a Saint, 
than to find in himſelf 
what 15 dilplealing to 
God ; thar till he is 
under a fad neceſlity 
of finning. What 1s 


j| Omnes homines aut 
ſunt penitus caro, & ni- 
hil habent ſpiritus, 11 
ſunt infideles tine rege- 
neratione. Aut ſunt 
tantum ſpiritus ſine car- 
ne. I ſunt ſanQi; qui 
jam in Co&lo zterna 
fruuntur pace fine pu- 
gna. Aut ſunt partim 
{piritus, partim caro. 
11 ſunt omnes renati per 
ſpiritum fſanftum in 
Chriſto. Avg. cont. Fl. 


ſaid concerning an old Man wa- 
ſted and decayed in his drooping 
Years, that the Grafhopper us a bur- 
den to him; is true, -of the new 


Man in a Chriſtian, 


the {ins 


that are counted light in the 
valuation of the World, are a 


heavy weight to him. 


Vain 


Thoughts, idle Words, irregular 
Paſſions, unprofitable Actions, 
are 
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are motives of: heart- breaking 
ſorrow. Now Death is to a Be- 
liever a univerſal Remedy againſt 
all the Evils of this Life : it frees 
him from all Injuries and Suffer- 
ings, and from Sin in all its de- 
grees, from all inclinations and 


temptations toit, He that is dead, 


ceaſeth from Sin. Death 1s the 
pallage from: this Wilderneſs to 
the true (anaan the reſt Above, 
that lows with. berter Milk aa 
Hony, with Innocence and Hap- 
pinels for ever. There nothing 
can diſturb the Peace, or corrupt 
the purity of the Lieded.: 

.” Beiides the privative ad- 
vantage, the freedom. from all 
the effefts of God's diſpleaſure, 
and the reſentments of -it, there 
is the higheſt poſitive Goad ob- 


| rained by Death ; The Spirits of 


Juſt Men are made verfett i in Heaven. 


and 
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Soul, and both are then in their 
exalcation. All the Faculties of 
the Soul are rais'd to the higheſt 
degrees of Natural and Divine 
Perfection. In this Life Grace 
renews the Faculties, but does 
not elevate them to their higheſt 
picch: it does not make a mean 
Underſtanding pregnant, nor a 


frail Memory ſtrong, nor a flow 


Tongue eloquent, but ſanCtifies 
them as they are. But when the 
Soul is releas'd from this dark Bo-. 
dy of Earth, the Underſtanding 
is clear and quick, the Memory 
firm, che Will and Aﬀections ar- 
dent and, vigorous. And they 
are enrich'd with divine Light, 
and Love,and. Power, that makes 
them fir for the moſt noble and 
heavenly Operations. Theline- 
aments of God's Image on the 
Soul are firſt drawn here, but 

F 4 then + 


and Grace is the Glory of the 
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then it receives his laſt hand. All 
the Celeſtial Colours are added, 
ro give the utmoſt life and luſtre 
to it. Here we are advancing, 
but by Death we arrive at Per- 
fection, 

- Weſhall in Heaven be join'd 
to the Aflembly of Saints and 
Angels, our beſt Friends. Love 
is the Law of that Kingdom, and 
Perfealy obeyed there. Now 
how charming 1s the Converlati- 
on of one that is wiſe and holy, 
eſpecially if the ſweetneſs of af- 
fability be 1n his temiper ? How 
pleaſantly does time ſlide away 
in the company of our beloved 
Friends ? 2 We are not ſenſible of 
its flight. But what dear fatiſ- 
iow 5 is it to be united to that. 
choſen conſecrated Society A- 
bove, who love one another as them- 


ſelves. Tho' the Angels 4nd Saints 


have different degfers' of Glory, 
+ ; yet 


. #þon D=aTH 


yetevery one is perte&tly happy 


and pleafed. Av rhe” ſtrings of 


an Inftrament differ in che ſize 
and-found, fore are ſharp and 


high, ſome grave and deep,others - 


a mean, and from that variety 
r&falts the Harmony and Mu- 
ſick, ſo rhat if every ſtring had 
Judgment and Fle&ion, it would 
chuſe ro be what it is : fo from 
the 'differetit degrees of Glory in 


Heaven, the moſt amiable and 


Equal Order of the Divine Wil- 
dom appears, that atisfies every 
6ne. 

We ſhall be in the glorious 
preſence of God and Chrift, 
where is fulneſs of joy, and infinite 
pleaſures for ever. "Tis faid of 
Abraham, He reqoic'd to ſee the day 
of Chriſt, two thonſand Years be- 
forehis coming. When by Faith 
hefaiv the incaraation of the Son 
of 'God, inorderito the redetnp- 


tion 
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tion of Men, it puthim into an 
extaly.' Yet then our Saviour 
was born to Sorrows and Miſe- 
ries. But how raviſhing is the 
ſight of our Redeemer, et down 
on the right hand of - the Majeſty on 
high, having purged our Sins by him- 
ſelf, and accompliſh'd our Sal- 
vation. Now weare abſent from 
God, yet:in believing his infalli- 
ble Promiſes, we rejoice with a 
Joy unſpeakable and glorious ; Burt 
how - much more joyful is the 
fruition of 'them 2? Here the Di- 
vine Goodnels is derived tous 
through ſecondary means, that 
weaken its efficacy, but in Hea- 
ven the conſolations of the Crea- 
ror are moſt purely diſpenſed, 
and his immediate Excellencies 
are madeknown. _ 
This Bleſledneſs exceeds all 
our thoughts and explicit deſires, 
and requires: the eloquence ang 
Le a 
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experience of an Angel to ſet it 
forth. 'The bright ſum of ir is 
this, We ſhall ſee God in his Glo- 
ry, face to face, in the moſt per- 
fect manner : the fight of his 


Glory ſhall transform us into his- 


Likeneſs; we ſhall be like bim, for 
we ſhall fee him as be is : This 
ſhall produce in us the moſt 
ure- and ardent Love; and 
Love ſhall be attended with in- 
expreſſible joy, and that with the 
higheft praiſes of the bleſled 
God, whoſe influxive preſence is 
the Heaven of Heaven. 

And that which crowns all is, 
that the Life above is Eternal. 
This ſatisfies all our Deſires, and 
excludes all our Fears: for un- 
changeableneſs is an fnſeparable 
Attribute of perfect felicity. The 
Blefled are in full communion 
' with God; the Fountain of Life, 
and. (briſt the Prince of Life. Be: 
MW one kc cave 
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cauſe T live, ſaith our Saviour, ye 
ſhall live alſo. What can inter- | 
rupt, much leſs put an end to 
che happineſs of the Saints 2 "The 
Love of God is immurably fix'd 
upon them, and their Love upon 
him. Here their love is ſubject 
to decays, and gradual alienari- 
ons ; as the Needle in the Com- 
pals, tho' it always has a tenden- 
cy tothe North Pole, yet ſome- 
rimes it declines and has Its varia- 
tions. But in Heaven the love 
of the Saints is direaly and con- 
ſtancly ſet upon God. The light 
of his Countenance governs all their 
Aﬀections. *Tis as impoſiible to 
divert their :defires from him, as 
ro caule one that is inflam'd with 
rhixft, to teave a clear flowing 
Spfing for a'noilom Puddle. In ' 
{hort, Heaven's filled with eter- 
nal . Halelyjabs: _ for there is no 
appearance 'of Sin, ho ty 

of 
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of Death there: all miſeries are 
vani{ſh'd, and all that is defirea- 
ble is poſleſs'd by the Saints : the 
Circle of their Employment is 
'to enjoy and praiſe the Divine 
Goodnels for ever. 


Now 1s not the blefled ex- 
change a Chriſtian makes of the 
preſent Life, for that which is 
infinitely better,ſufficient to make 
Death not fearful, nay deſirable 
to him ? And this Happineſs was 
purchas'd for us by the everlaſt- 
ing Treaſure of our Saviour's 
Blood. The latisfa&tion of his 
Sufferings was meritorious, as the 
Merits of his active Obedience 
was ſatisfying. 


Before I proceed to the third 
Head, I ſhall reſolve a Queſtion, 
How it comes to pals, ſince Be- 


lievers are freed from the ſting of 
| Death, 
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Death, that they die, and remain 
in- the ſtate of Death for a 
time. 
For this there are ſeveral 
Reaſons: | | 
1. By this means all the fin- 
ful Frailties that. cleave to the 
Saints in this Life, are abo- 
liſh'd. The Body # dead- becauſe 
of Sin: And what is more be- 
coming the wiſe and holy Pro- 
vidence of God, than that as' 
by Sin Man was at firſt made. 
ſubje& to Death, ſo by Death 
Sin dies entirely for ever, Thus 
as in Sampſon's Riddle, Out of - 
the Devourer comes Meat; and 
our worſt Enemy is conquer'd'by 
his own Weapons. 
. 2. Death is continued to 
the Saints, for the more. emi- 
nent exerciſe: . and illuſtracis 
on of. their Graces; forthe Glo- 
Ty of God, and in order:to their 
VE 1: IG | future 


Fe ea 


no 
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future reward. || Faith, 
and Love, and Pati- 
ence, are declared in 
their moſt powerful 
Operations 1h our en- 
counter with Death. 
If" every Saint were 
viſibly and. entirely 
tranſlated to Heaven, 
after a ſhort courſe 
of holy Obedience ; 
if the Wicked did viſ1- 
bly drop down quick 
into Hell, Faith would 
be reſigned to fight 


here. 


| Poterat-autem Chri- 
ſtus ettam hoc donare 
credentibus, ut nec iſti- 
1s experirentur corpo= 
ris mortem : - {2d fi hoc 
feciſſet* carni quzdam 
fzlicitas adderetur. mi- 
nueretur fidei fortitu- 
do. Quid enim mag- 
num erat. vivendo eos 
non morl qui crederent 
credere ſe non moritu- 
rum * Quanto eſt ma- 
jus quanto fortius quan- 
to laudabillins ita cre- 
dere, ut ſe ſperet mo- 
riturus ſine fine victu- 


rum ? , Aug. de pecc. 
Mort. Lib. 2, ah 


This would confound 


the Militant ſtate of the Church 


with the Triumphant. 


There- 


fore now Death happens to the Good 


as well as to the Wicked. In the nexc 


ſtate they ſhall be ſeparated by a 
vaſt Gulph, and an amazing Dit- 
ference. - Now-Faith, what-ever 


"the kind of Death be that a Chri- 
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ſtian ſuffers, ſees through che 
thickeſt Clouds of Dire: and 
Miſery, the glorious Iflue. As 
the illuſtrious Confeſlor who 
was crucified with our Savi- 
our, proclaim'd his Eternal 
Kingdom in the midſt of in- 
{ulting Infidels. And our love 
to God then appears in its ra- . 
diancy and vigour, when we are 
ready tor the teſtiniony of his 
Truth, and advancing his Glo- 
ry, to ſuffer a violent Death : 

or when it comes in a gentler 
manner, for 'tis even then ter- 
rible to Nature, we are wil 

lingly ſubje& ro diſſolution, 
that we may he united to God 
in Heaven, And our patience has 
never its perfe& work, and is truly 
victorious, till this aft Enemy be 
{ubdued. Death is the Seal of our 
Conſtancy & Perſeverance. Now the 
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| ; wr : non funer 
And how wiſe and ſweet is the dant ani-* 
Oeconomy of the Divine Pro- —— 
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vidence in this, that the frailty of ;n : Tis 


and are compleat Conquerors. 


our Nature ſhould afford us a temptu 
theans of glorifying God, and of 


' gracious Promiſes to a bleſſ:4 09g 

| Reward. : 
- 3- Our Saviour by his unvalua- , 

ble Obedience and Sufferings, has 

 procur'd for Believers a Celeſtial 
Divine Life, of which the natu- 

ral Body is not capable. The 4- 

poſtle- ſaith, Fleſh and Blood cannot 

enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The exigencies and decays of the 
ſenſicive Nature require a conti- 

nual relief byifood and ſleep, and 

other material ſupplies : but the 

Life above. is wholly ſpiritual, 

and equal to that of the Angels. 
'Therefore till this earthly ani- 

IO IE 20 rig © mal 


mortis pre» 
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entitling, our ſelves by his moſt coronam. 
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 raal Body be'reformed and puri- 
fied, 'tis not capable of the Glo- - 
ry relery'd 4n Heaven. This is 
{o abſolucely requiſite, that thoſe 
Believers, who are found alive at 
the laſt Day, ſhall in the tivinckling 
of an Eye be chimged, that they may 
be qualified for ir. Now herein 
the Wiſdom of God is wonder- 
ful, that Neath which by the Co- 
yenant of Works was the deſer- 
ved penalty of Sin, by the Cove- 
nant of Grace ſhould be the 1n- 
ſtrumenr of. Immortality.. That : 
as Joſeph by a {urpriſtng Circuit 
was brought from the Prilon' to 
the Principality ; lo a Believer 
by che Grave alcends ro Heaven, 
This the Apoſtle in his Divine 
Diſpneation- "againſt Tnfidels , 
proves. in ;-a moſt convincing 
manner ; - Thou Fool, that which 
thou ſoweſt, it nit picked excp 
 rdie, As the rotting of the'Cofn 
in 
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its the Earth is neceſſary: to the 


* reviving and ſpringing of it up: 


fo we mult die, and the Image of 
the Earthly Adam be. abolith'd, 


' that we may. be transforined in- 
to the Image 'of the Heavenly 


One. Me 
And to the other part of the 


' Queſtion, Why the Saints remain 
 1n the ſtate of Death for a time ? 


there is a clear Anſwer. The 
Reſurre&ion of the Saints is de- 
layed till Chriſt's coming to 
Judgment, partly for the Glory 
of his Appearance: For what an 
admirable ſight will ic be, that 
the Saints of all Ages ſhall ac 
once File glorified and immor- 


_  talized tg attend upon our Savi- 


our in the laſt a& of his Regal 


Office, and then to make a tri- 


unmphant entry with hin into 
Heaven :_ And. partly, that the 
eſtabliſh'd order of Providence 
I G 3 may 
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may not be difturbed: for the 
changing of our Nature irito 
Glory, in a ſuddain and inexpli- 
cable manner, cannot be without 
miraculous Power ; andif every 
Peliever preſently after Death, 
were in his glorified Body tran- 
ſlated ro Heaven, the World 


would be always filled with Mi- 


racles, which were to ceaſe after 
the ſufftient Confirmation of 
the Goſpel by them. But how 
long ſoever the Interval be to the 
Refurretion, it ſhall - be with 
them that ſleep in Jeſus, as tis 


with thoſe that awake out of a 


quier nacural ſleep, to whom the 


longeſt night ſeems but a#.a mo- 


ment : ſo when the Saints firſt a- 


wake from Death, in. the great 
Moming of the World, a thou- 
ſand Years will ſeem no more to 
themthan to God himſelf, but as 
mmeday, © Þ 15129529 
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I now. come to prove the 
third Thing, That our Saviour 
will aboliſh . the Dominion of 
Death over the Saints. . 

- Whilſt the Bodies of the Saints 
remain in the Grave, they | ſeem 
to be abſolutely ander the power 
of Death. The World is a Gol- 
gotha, 611d with the Monuments 
of its' Victories. And:it may be 
{aid to this ur laſt Enemy, in 
the words of the Prophet to the 
bloody King, Haſt thou killed and 
taken poſſeſsion ? ' But we are aſlur'd 
by an infallible Word, that the 
power of Death ſhal be aboliſh” d, 
and the Bogjes of the Saints he 
reviv d incorruptible and immor- 
tal. 

The Reſurrection 1s a Terra in- 
cognita to the wiſeſt Heachens ; 
Dodtrine peculiarx the Gol; Ws 
_ ſome glimmerings they had .ok.” 
G 3 Ne. 


SERMONS 


— 


the Soul's [mmorcality, without 
which all Vertue had been extin- 
gu{h” d in the World, but no con- 
jecture of the reviving of'the Bo- 
dy. But reaſon affiſts Faith in this 
point, both'as to the Will of God, 
and his power forthe perform- 
ing it. I will glance/upon the na- 
tural Reafons thar' induce thecon- 
{1dering Mind to Teceive'this Do- 
arine, and more largely ſhew' 
how the Reſe urreftion of 'the Fuſt is 
aſſured by our Redctmer:; 

' 3, The Divine Eaws are the 
Rule of Dury to the" entire Man, 
and not” to''the' Soul only: and 
they are- obeyed: or violated by 
rhe Soul: and Body*in' con junti- 
on. Therefore there mitift be a 
reſurrection of the Body, that the. 

entire Perſon may be capable of 
Recompences i in Judgment. The 
Soul deligns,' >the Botfy executes : 
the Senſes ate the opeti'Ports to 

admit 


2dmit = —_ Af- 
fections :deprave-the Soul, cor- 


pexites and JatisfaQtions 1 in com- 


bovpy —__ Rog Souls, Ts glen the 


tupc. the Mind,, and miſlead | it. 
The. love of Sin is founded in 
bay jucupda; in ſcoffble pleaſures : 
and the. Members are "the Servants of 
Iniquity. | The Heart is the Foun- 
tain of Praphaneneſs, and the 
Tongue expreſles it. And the 
Body is oblequious to. the holy 
Soul in. doing or luftering for 
God : and denies ts ſenſual ap- 


pliance, with: Realon and Grace. 
"The Members. are the Inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs. 1 I: follows then there 
Will be.an eau Rel: urreftion, 


_ By 4 - 


Souls compleatly happy in union 
:with their Bodies, to which they 
have a natural inclination, and ns 

| G 4 ares 


SERMONS 


revenging Juſtice be manifeſt in 
uniſhing the Bodies of the Wic- 
Fea with eternal rorments anſwe- 
rable to their aate.'2- > {0 
And of the poſſibility* of the 
Reſurre&ion', the circular and 
continual production of things in 
the World, is a clear demonſtra- 
tion of the Power of God for that | 
effect; * There is a pregnant In- 
ſtance that our Sayiour and the. 
Apottie made uſe of as an Image 
the Reſurrection: *A grain of 
Corn ſowed in the Earth corrupts 
and dies, and after ſprings up en- 
tire : its death 1s a diſpoſition te 
life. 'The eſlays of God's Power 
in the Works of returning Na- 
rare, Flowers and Fruits in their 
\>E\20G inſtru& us how eaſily he 
can make thoſe that are in the 
duſt to awake to life. Ifthe Art 
of Man, whoſe power and Skill 
are very natrow and limited; can 
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' refine:Gold* and Silver to ſuch a 
luſter, as if their matter were not 


|| Earth digged out of the Mines : | nomer 
If from black Cinders. it can form terre ir igni 


Chryſtal Glaſles ſo clear and ſhi- 
ning, how much more, can Om- 
nipotency recompact our duſt, 
and reanimate it with a glorious 
life 2.:Death that diflolves our vi- 
ral frame, does not aboliſh the 
matter of our Bodies : and tho' 
tis corrupted and. chang'd by a 
thouſand accidents, yet "tis unpe- 
riſhing ; and under whatſoever 


\Colours and Figures it appears, . . 


God perfte&tly diſcerns and. will 
ſeperace it for its proper uſe. 
 Moreparcticularly, I will ſhew 
how the Reſurre&tion of Chriſtis 
an aſſurance. of the Reſurre&ion 
of. Believers 'to' Glory, As our 


Surety he was under the arreſt of 


Death ; it becoming the holy 


Majeſty of God, and conduging 


to 
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Rom. 1. 11. 


Aﬀts 2. 24 


to the ends of! Bis:Governiment, 
not to-derogate from the-dignicy 
of his Law, bur'to lay the penal- 
ty upon his'Son, who: interpoled 
for us. Now having 'fnilh'd the 
work'of our Redemption! by his 
ſufferings, his /RelurreCtion -was 
the juſt conſequenr-of-his/Paſlion. 
And'tis obſervable” that his: Re- 
ſurre&ion, thoi eneentire a&t, is 
alcribed as to himſelf, fo to--his 
Father,by whoſe conſent andcon- 
currence he roſe again. There- 
fore tis ſaid, Whom God raiſed up, 
having loofed the pains of Death: finge 
it" 1was impoſſible ' be fhonld be holden 


byit. *Twas natarally impoſiible 


upon the account of the Divine 
Power inherentan his Perſon;and 
lepally impoſſible; becauſe-divine 
Jeftife required: that he:fhonkd 
be raiſed 'to Lafe;; «partly ro-vin- 
dicate his:innocence, for he-was 


Teputed;-and-- ſuffered as a' Ma- 


lefactor, 
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lefitor, and principally becauſe 

.he had fully ſariefied Gade | Ac- 

_ cordingly che Apoſtle declares, 

he -died for ow! Sins, and roſe 494m Rom. 4. 
for our Tuſtification. Having paid 

out Debr, he was releas'd: from 

the Grave, andthe Diſcharge was 

moſt folemtily p abliſh'd to the 
World. *Tis tefore ſaid; the 

God of Peace raiſed him fromthe tead: Heb.13. 
the a&t is moſt congruouſly alcri- 

bed unto God, inveſted withthat 

title; becauſe his Power Was ex- 

cried 1 in that glorious Work, after 

he was reconciled by the Blood of the 
Covenant. Briefly, Our Saviour S 
Victory over Death was obtained 

by dying, his Triumph by ri{ing 

again. He-foil'd our common 
Enemy in his own territories the 
Grave. His Death was-a' Conn- 
rer-poiſon to'Death it ſelf: as a .|| 2 if 
bruiſed Scorpion 15.2 | noble An- #p/e pi rang 


tidote | againſt its Venom. - _ - - camenturm, 
Indeed-<s 
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Indeed his Death is incompa- 
rably a.greater Wonder than his 
Reſurrection. For 'tis apparently 
 moredifficult that theSon of God, 
who originally poſleſles Immor:- 
eality, ſhould die, than thar the 
humane Body m—_— ro him, 
ſhould be raiſed to a olorious | 
Life. It is more conceivable that 
| God ſhould communicate to the 
humane Nature ſome of his Di- 
vine Perfeftions, Impoſſbility, 
and Immortaliry, than that he 
ſhould ſubmit to our loweſt In- 
firmities, Sufferings, and Death. 
Now x Reſurre&ion of Chriſt 
is the argument and claim of our 
happy- Relurref&tion. For God 
chole.and- appointed . him to be 
the Example and Principle from 
whom ale divine Bleſlings ſhould 
be derived to us. Accordingly he 
tells his Diſciples 1 in. a fore-cited 


Scripture , becauſe I live, ye ſhall 
live 


Fy: 


up DEATH. 


live alſo. Our. Nature was. rais'd 


- In his Perſon, and in our Nature 


all Believers : Therefore He is 
called the firſt fruits of them that ſleep, 
becauſe as the firſt Fruits were a 
pledge and aflurance of the fol- 
lowing Harveſt ; and as fromthe 
condition of the firlt Fruits being 
offered to God, the whole Har- 
veſt was entitled to a Confecra- 
tion; ſo our Saviour's Reſurre- 
Ction to the Lite of Glory is the 
earneſt and aflurance of ours. He 
is called the firſt-born among the 
Dead, and owns the race of de- 
parted Believers as his Brethren, 
who ſhall be reſtored to: Life ac- 
cording.to his Pattern. ' He'is the 
head, Eelievers are his members; and 
therefore ſhall have communion 


with him in his Life. The effect 


is ſo infallible that now they are 


ſaid to be raiſed up together, and made gyjec, ; 6; - 


to ſit in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. 
| | It 
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If bis Vidtory over aur Enwois | 


had:bten:imperfet; and he had 
faved bindtelt with difaculty and 
hazard,:þas it were by Fire, | in the 


 Apoftle's expreſſion, our Redem- 


puon had not been accompliſh: 
Bur-his Paſſion - was tritimphane, 
and-'is -it conceivable that he 
{houlkd leave the Saints, bis own 
by ſo: many dear titles, under the 
power of Death 2? ay Moſes the 
Deliverer of Tfrael from the Ty- 


Exod. 10.26-rYanny of Pharaoh, would not ſuf- 


0 


fer any. ching of theirs; not an hoof 
to-remain in the Meals of Ron- 
dage ; will our great. Redeemer 
be als perfect in his Work > Shall 
our. aft Enemy always detain his 
Spoils, our Bodies, im-che Grave ? 
This would reflect upon his Love 
and Power. *TI is: recorded, to 
confirm our hapesphow early 'his 
- Powers was -ditplaid' in fortin a 


| cheGrmevo lake ts "_ 
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Captives: And imbey bodies of Saints Matth, 27, 
which ſlept aroſe, and came out” of the 5?» 53. 
Graves after his Reſurreftion, and 

went into the holy City, and appeared 
anto many. What better Earneſt 
can we have that the ſtrength of 
Death is broken 2 From what he 

has done to what he is able to do, 

the Conſequence is clear. The 

Apoſtle tells us, He will raiſe our 
vile bodies, and change them like unto Phil. 3. x. 
his 'ploriows Body, by that Power 

whereby he 1s able to ſubdue all things 
to'bimfelf. Onr Redemption will 

then be compleat, and all the bitter- Rom.8. 23. 
nefs'of Death: paſt. The Redem- 

_ 'of the Soul-is-accompliſh'd 

rom Sm and/Mifery immediatly 

afrer Death+ but the Redempri- 

on'of the Body i is 'the laſt in or- 

der, and referved to crown our 

Feliciry ar/the*Great Day. Then 

Death [hall be: ſwallowed in /«o- 
9, et or rmhans : A 1 Cor. 15, 
And 
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And O = ——_ reunion, of 
thoſe-dear Relatives after ſuch a 
q | Divorce ! when; the Body. that 
q | was {o long detained in the loath; 
'F ſome Grave, ſhall. be, xeformed 
with all olorious Perfections, and 
be a fit Inſtrument. for the ,Soul, 
and partaker with it, in Bleſled- 
neſs and a conſummate Imingr- 
tality.  -'Tis ſaid that thoſe. that 
wear rich Clothing are in Kings Hou- 

: but what are all the Robes 
« coltly Folly. wherein earthly 
_ Countiers appear, . to the Bright- 
neſs and Beauty of the Spiritual 
Body wherewith the Saints gh 
| be clothed, to a6 them 
the Preſence --o the King of 
Kings, and to be in his. Houle for 
ever? Bur Othe miſerable Can- 
dition of the Wicked in that y-! | 
Death now breaks their Bodies i} 
and Souls 'into' an irreconcilable 
Eueaity, and, how 90 will their 
| Con- 


1 Cor. 15, 
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Conjunction be! the Soul will 
accule the Body to have been Sins 
Solicitor, continually tempting to 
ſenſualicies: and the body wil up- 
braid more than ever it allur'd the 
ſoul, for its wicked Compliance : 
Thea the Sinner {hall be an en- 
tire Sacrifice burning but never Mark 5: 
conſumed. Now from the aflu- 

rance of a bleſſed Reſurre&ion 

by Chriſt,the foremention:d fear 

of Death is conquered in Belei- 

vers. It the Doctrine of the 

| Tranſmigration of Souls into || Felices er- 
other Bodies (the invention of I 
Pythagoras) inſpired his D;ſciptes Maxmin, 
with that fiery vigour, as to en- _ _ 
: : I. 
counter the moſt preſent and ap- 14: rucnd; 
parent dangers, being fearleſs ro 4 ferrim 
part with the Life that ſhould 7; 4,6 
be reftored; how much more quecapates © 
ſhould a Chriſtian with a holy ,79 © 


gnauum re- 


C- 


confidence receive Death, know- Jirurs par- 


ing chat the life of his Body ſhall ©* —_— 
H | fot | 
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not be finally loſt, bur renoyred 
ina bleſled Ecernicy ? LI 4 
The fourth Girentlico " cons 
Gdered' is, the: Perſons'\that have 
an intereſt in this bleſled: Priviledg. 
-: Thisinquiry is of infinite :mo- 
ment, both for the- awakning of 
che ſecure, who vainly preſume 
upon their intereſt in the. Salvari- 
on of the Golpel, and forthe'con- 
firming and © encouraging the 
Saints. And wehavean infalli- 
| ble rule of trial declared: by Sr. 
7obn: He that' bath the |Son;; bath 
| Life, and he that hath not the Son, 
hath not Life. All the ror roy 
and ' comfortable Benefits: p 
cur'd by our: Saviqurrare Ts 
municated only to thoſe who!are 
united tohim..: Particularly: with 
reſpect ito:1the:preſericr ſubject 
Juſtificationghargrear bleſfing:of 
the Golpel; tHe SE heyaion 
_ of Sins, that diſarms Deathibb its 
ſting , 
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ſling; /is nor:common to all that 


are Chriſtians writle, bur is aipri- 
viledge with:a-bmication ; There 
#5 ms Condemnation! to thoſe that are 


in,Chriſs Jeſus,vvitally as their Head Rom. 8. 1. 


from whom are-derived {ſpiritual 
influences, -and/judicially as their 
Advocate in-Judgment ; and fuch 
are deſcribed: by: this infallible 
Character,” who walk not after the 
Fleſh, hut after the Spirit. The bleſ- 
ſednels afrer Death that is aſſured 
by a Voice from Heaven, is with 
this preciſe reſtriftion, excluſive 


of all others : Bleſſed are the Dead 


that. die in the Lord ; they reſt from Revel. 


their: labours,' and- their works follow 
them: "The glorious Reſurrection 
atthellaftDay, when the Bodies 
of: :the 1Saints:that now reſt in 
Hope;: {hall-beancorruptible and 
immortal; zwrbeconſequence of 
naion with him: "Thus the Apo- 
Rledeclares ;:As in Adam all -die, 

Ky, H 2 þ 
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, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. As 
all that were naturally ' in and 
from Adam the corupr fountain of 
Mankind, are under the ſentence 
of Death; ſoall'thataxein Chriſt 
the Head of the Regenerare, ſhall 
partake of his bleſſed Life. Ochers 
{hall be raiſed by his Power, as 
their Judg, but not as their Head: 
rais'd to be more milerable than 
Death can make then, not be 
transform'd into his olorious Re- 
ſemblance ; made capable of ſut- 
fering an ever- dying'Death, not 
revived to eternal Life. 

Now. the bond of our union 
ro Chriſt, is the holy Spirit: deri- 
ved Ga him, asthe Head of the 
Church, and is the inward, :pow- 
erful, and laſting principle of Ho- 
lineſs, and new obedience in Be- 
x Cor.6. 17. lievers. He that is joined to'the Lord, 
# 016 Spirit : thar is,.by the Spiric 
of Holinels has areal participati- 

on 


— 


x COr.15.22 


#upou Dig aT H. 
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on'of his Eate, 1s:both quickned and Joh. 6.36. 


united to hw. 11 When the Propher 


Eliſha: by the: outward applying 2 Kin.4. 34- 


the parts of-his Body to the dead 
Child, inſpir'd life into him, there 
was no realunion between chem: 
but Chrift- s'/by: his Spirit ſo inti- 


mately united to Believers, that he Gal. 2, 20, 


| lives in them, and they in him. The 
{ſancifying Spirit renews the di- 
_— and commanding facul- 
ties; the fountains of moral acti- 
ons ;| enlightens the Underſtand- 
ng with faving-Knowledge, rec- 
tifies the obliquity of the Will, pu- 
_ rifies the Aﬀections, and reforms 

the Life, 4o that the ſame mind is in 
Chriftians'as was in ( briſt ; and as 
his Converſation was, \uch # theirs mn 
the World. Þbis divine Change is 
not wrought by natural Realon, 


tho affifted bythe. molt powertul _ 


Arguments. The breath'of a Man 
may as eahily diſpel a Miſt, or 
Rn - H 3 thaw 
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thaw a Froſt, as humane" diree-- 
tions and motives to Vertue: can 
renewthe Mind'and Heart; and 
produce x holy trame'of 'Soul to- 
wards God: 'Retiewed Chriſtians 
are ſaid to be inthe Spirit; WHhumi- 
nated, inclin'd and enabled by the 
Spirit to do Gad's Will ; and-the 
Spirit of God to dwell in them, 
by his peculiar and eminent ope- 
rations. They trve'in the Spirit,and 
walk im the Spirit--* An Angel may 
afſlume a Body,and-a&t by it :- bar 


_ the humane Soul enlivens it, and 


performs lenſible operations by 
it. And ſuch a prineipleisthe ho- 
ly Spirit to the Soul, | gives-it ſpi- 
ritual lite, activity and power'for 
good Works. By what applica- 
tion of the Spirit's power'this 'is 
produc'd is myſterious and inex- 
plicable: bur as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of his rapture into: the third Hea- 
vens,that he knew it was real,;and 


heard 
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| heard; nnuiterable things, tho how 


it. was pertormed,, whether .in the 


body, or.out; af the. body, he could nor 
rell ::thus/ when: a natural man, 
the: curient, of, wW hoſe | thoughts, 
and affe&ions, was to the things 
of this Warld,, becomes ſpiritual, 
when. the carnal appetite is ſub- 
dued, and {anttihed Reaſon has 
the Throne,. when he, feels ſuch 
ſtrong and. {weet impullives to 
holineſs ;.as engage the Will, 
when the ſtream of his deſires a- 
ſcend: tothe things aboye, and his 
Life becomes holy. and heavenly, 
he feels-and knows this wonder- 
tal: change, tho_the manner how 
it. Was Wrought he cannor tell. 
[: wall ſhaw, more fully this ſan- 
ctitying, work of the Spirit, that 
we may.thebetterunderſtand our 
fate] MlHoaA 953 & 3145 2 

-+/The $pirit.of; God is. denomi- 
nated by;various titles, the Spirit 
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Joh. 15. 26, of Truth, ithe Ypirit of —_— the. 
Rom. 1. 4- (omfor, ter, and repreſented wh 


rious types, by an Ointment het dls 
rifies the Eye to ſee things aright, by. 
cleanſt ing refreſhing Water, by purt- 
tying refining Fire, correſpondent 
to his ſacred operations in the 
Soul. 
As the Spirit of Truth, he illu- 
minates the adufianding to lee 
the reality and excellency of {u- 
pernatural and heavenly things, 
of the great Myſteries of Godli- 
nels, s , Eternal Glory , '{o thara_ 
Chriſtian in his moſt deliberate, 
ſolemn and compoſed choughts; 
in his exadeſt valuation ragnami 
prefers them before the gaud 
Vanities of this tranſient World. 
When the. Eyes of- the Mind. are 
fruly enlighcned, preſent things 
appear.,. or rather diſappear, as 
| hadows... I : 

4 the Spirix of Holineſs he re- 
NEWS 


- up DEATH, 


news the Will and AﬀeRions, in- 
ſpires the' Soul with divine and 
unutterable deſires after the Fa- 
vour and Grace of God,and com- 
municaces {piritual Power for the 
proſecution and obraining thoſe 
Deſires. © 
. The holy Spirit raiſes ſuch a 
Love to God, that habitually and 
ſtrongly inclines the Soul to obey 
ls Commands. - 
*  ,- This is the moſt clear and eſ- 
Catial Character of a Chriſtian, 
the: ſpecial and molt excellent 
oh operty af a; Saint, upon which 
| other holy Q! ualifications de- 
pend,, As - Pr is the firſt and 
chief :excellence of Man, from 
whence kis-qther Perkins are 
derived, - that; diſtinguiſh him 
from the Brutes, and give him a 
_ natural and regular preheminence 
and dominion over them, ſo that 
A Man i is moſt properly defined 
a 


a Reaſonable Creature Thi che 
Love of God-is 'the moſt Divine 
Grace, the true Form of Holinels;, 
the Root from whence alk other 
Vertues ſpring and flouriſh, and 
moſt peculiarly diſtinguiſh: a'Saine 
from Unre egenerate Men ; how- 
ever adorn'd'-and accompliſh'd ; 'd: 
fo that a Saint-is' moſt properly 
defined to be a Loverof God. 

This is the Principle of -true 
Holineſs inherent in the: Soul;and 
ſhining in the Converſation, that 
diſtinguiſhes the Sincerity ob; 4 
Saint from the Art of 'Hypecriſy, 


an afte&ted appearance of Religi- 
on for carnal {ordid reſpe&s-rand 


from Civil Vertue,! thar:ceſtrains 
from what is ignomthiious--and 
diſgraceful to ourRepurarion, Jand 
makes obnoxiousto'penalties-of 
the Lavis, andcexcites' topraile- 
newd Adtlohs ;' uþon worldly 

ives: ; "kad front Philoſopht- 
cal, 


— _y «eh... a. 
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cab M6zality , that forbids Vice as 


contrary to Reaſon, -and com- 
mends:'Vertue as the chief orna- 
ment and perfe&tion- of humane 
Nature,without a regard to pleaſe 
and plority:God. ' ' |, 

_ And Divine Love is the Prin- 
ciple of. Univerſal Holineſs. Love 
is called the fulfilling of the Law, as 
tis a comprehenſive Grace,& as it 
draws forth all the active powers 
of the Soul 'to: do God's Will in 
an exact manner. Univerſal O- 
bedience-1s the exerciſe of Love 
in various inſtances. As the Spouſe 
in..the: Song ' of Solomon. is tranſ- 
form'd..in'divers Repreſentati- 
ons; formetimes as a Sifter, lome- 
times as a#arriour, lometimes as 
the Keeper of-a:Fineyard, but ſhe al- 
ways-aGted as: a:Lover,” and her 
cheif bufinets wasto. pleaſe her 
Beloved. This Allegorical- de- 
ſcription of the Church, ſignifies 
that 
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that when the Soul is. inflamed: 
with thelove of God, thar affe&ti- 
on will be a&we and diſcover its: 
ſelf in all ir does or {uffers- in the 
ſervice of God. - Thiswilk make 
a Chriſtian very deſizousand di-- 
ligent to pleaſe God inall'things, 
and careful not to diſpleaſe' him 
in any thing ; for that is the in-: 
ſeparable effect of Love.  Fhe 
felicity of the natural temper, and: 
the force of Education,may cauſe: 
a-loathing of ſomeEvils, and dil- 
pole to ſome good Works, but 
with a referved delight in othey: 
fins, and a lecret exceptiorr againſt! 
other duties. Servile fear-is-a par- 
tial principle, and :canles an'un- 
equal reſpe&.to the Divine Pre- : 
cepts : \it: reſtrains from” fins' of 
greater guilt;at which Confeience, 
takes fire-/ it urges: to) fome- du-" 
dilquiet: -but the\Loye'of "God 
qr T1 mM 
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- eauſes''the hatred of Sin 1 and 


therefore 'tis againſt all Sin, not 


- only to prevent the exercile of it, 
bur to eradicate it out of theſoul. 
All the feartul conſequences of 
Sin do not render it ſo odious to 
a gracious Spirit, as its Own Proper 
idea and intrinſick evil, as 'tis con- 
trary. to the holy Nature and Law 
of God. Love unites the ſoul to 
God, and turns the thoughts con- 
tinually to him: and the lively 
ſenſe of his Majeſty and Preſence, 
_ who is ſo pure that he cannot be- 
hold iniquity, cauſes an averſton 
from all-thar is diſpjeaſing to his 
Divine Eyes. And from hence it 
is that a zeaſous Lover of Cxod is 
frequent and. {trict in reviewing 
his heart and ways, and upon the 


diſcovery.;of ſinful: failings, re-: 
news his xepentance,. which is the. 
exerciſe of. grief and Love, | and: 


renews his purpoſes of more cave: 
and 
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and cicumſpe&ion forthe'furure? 
Love: aſpires 'ro be Aike God! in 
all ooſtble degrees of Purity: for 
itinflames our deſires atterhis Fa- 
- vour, as that whichis berter than 
Life, and alle [weeteft enjoy- 
ments of it, -and Holineſs; is »the 
powerful airaQtive of God's de- 
lightful Love to us. 
Love is the principle of free, 

ingenuous, and joyfulObedience. 
*T'was our Saviour's Meat - and 
Drink to do the Will of his Fa- 
ther. For Love is the fountain of 
Pleaſure, itmoves the Soul with: 
Ele&ion and Liberty,:and makes 
every thing: grateful thariproceeds 
from it. FheretoreitherApoſtle 
declares,that the Law is wt made for 
a righteous Man : that i8j1asiitivens 
forcd by-terrible ipertalties,. co 
conſ{tram rebdll;ous fimners'\'to 
obedience::honLove is ivimer- 
nab living\Lave "nn tneheare, and 


by: $19 *y - as 
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hasan' Imperial Power-over his 


A&ions. -::And” this-alſodiftin- 


guthesthe tenovarion of one lan- 
Ctified-by-the Spirit, from-che'im- 
pertectcbange that1s made inthe 

unregentrate.'/ | They may ſtop 
the:eruption.:of' corrupt Nature, 


but- are like Swine that being waſh d, 


have an inclination to wallow in the 
Mire: they may by ftrong im- 
preſſions of Fear be urged to do 
many good things ; but in this 
they are hike a Boul thatis thrown 
with fuch-violence, as controuls 
the drawing of the Bias, & makes 
exumn:contrary to it. But Love 
enclines he Soul ro:obey the ho- 
ly'thogionsof the Spirit with fa- 
ley 2:28the Wheels in  Fzekiel's 
Vihion'icurned every way with readi- 
neſs astht:Spirit niov'd them. 


:And-wih holyLove there's a 
piritual Power:comunicated, that: 
both the: a——_ averichels & ins: 


potence 


| 


A A” 30 OI EF | 17 5 2x TR oY pes ATR. rey? 2a, Jugr 8 4 RI 


Ads; icnrwvabtno kind 

1109; it-nap tn alf ——_s 
by te  EvangelEal Corfinend, by 
thoinew Lavzchar is/inche:bdnds 
of our metciful MediatorIidr Sal 
vation; -Tis tmegtherq uarones | 


li ques of fin wu Tiketatd eadaks 


Fleſh and: Spirit: are cepugharit 
Principles: warring-againſty:one 


another? *burthetolySpins. wilt 
make no capimilariorror!orper 
ſition; with>digabatis>|i 
minam-thacldfia 38:gratig {nb4 
died; cc rr ac and 
fiequsntiptyoslo lorchodiTic. Bod | 
Ort aft) we _ 


- % c 
, : 
% . _ A a - 
noieneh boots a —— —_ — ——— Mee ae ere AIR 
- _ 
" - 


 W- 


_m De AT H, * 


: - And to perform 
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holy -Dacies, 


that which/is common to the un- 
regenerate,,'' by its prevalency 
and conſtancy. There-may: be a 
declinacion:in the Saints tending 


to a downfal ; bur the Seed of God, 
that ſupernatural Grace that re-. 


- mains in them, will by the power of 


the holy Spirit recover the ſupre- 
macy. Others may be enlight- 
ned, and-feel ſome good motions, 

and tranſient touches, as Saul had 
his rapture among che Prophets ; 
bur they-are not truly, entirely, 
and pezleveringly converted to 
God. They are nor proof againſt 
the alluremencs:or rerrers of the 


World. They make a fair pro-: 


ieffon cdkey cor ep pany: 


—_ freedam, ala- 
— in ſuch;a manner/ 


is accepeable ro: God. In ſhovt, 
oriog Gow ixdifiingnific from 
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ſelf; cxvith the Glary;,miich Jada! 1 
thee' before.the: Worldandse :. Achuits;? 
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Chyifh; and withdiligence perke: ) 
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ward. The refleQionupqn axyel-, 
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ceptance above.,.But the:carglets. 
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buy, as tho they poſſeſſed not ; "and they 


_ that #ſe-the World, as not abuſing it : 


for: the faſhion of the World: paſſe 
away. Fo awile and pondering 
- Obſerver , what companion 1s 
' there, -berween: Shadows ' and 
Dreams, and ſubſtantial everlaſt- 


_ 1hg" Bleſſedneſs : >-1f Men had the 


Tame opinion-of this World whillt 


| they live; as they will have when 


they ute- to'die; 'they would not 
Hetoverir. They who have mag- 

nified temporal Honours and Ri- | 
ches:aind lived iniPleaſures with- 
out rGthode; 'yer jn- their dyin 

hotits;wheri Men \ trey mo 

feeling: -and leaſt affeftation, how 
have they -vilifed' thoſe: empty 
appeatanices 'of happineſs? wich 
whit roving; expreſſions; decla- 
red the - vanity” and- brevity: of 
worldly things'®* 'As when the 7/- 
raclites were to go through the 
River Jordan, that opened it ſelf 
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to make a free and dry paflage 
for them ; the lower part of its 
Waters ran into. the Dead Sea, 
and utterly fail'd : bur the Wa- 
rers that came from above, role 
up and appear'd like a Mountain ; 
thus when Men come to the uni- 
verlal paſſage, from this ro the 
next life, inferiour things ablo- 
lutely fail, and are loft inthe dead 


Joſh. 3. 16. 
Ad initar 
Atontu in- 
tameſcentis, 
apparebant 
procul, 


Sea, bur the chings above, that are - 


eternal, then appear 1n their rrue 
greatnels, exceeding all humane 
comprehenſion : from hence 1s 
the change of mind and language 
concerning the one and other. 

5. Solemn,afteftionate,and fre- 
quent Converle with God in Re- 
I:gtous Duties will render Death 
not fearful tous. The whole life 
of a Chriſtian, as fuch, is a continual 
Communion with the Father, and with 
Jeſus (hriſt. For he performs all 
good works by divine Grace com- 

L - municated 


1 John 3» 
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munictted from above, and refers 
all to the Divine Honour. As in a 
pair of Compaſles, one foot is fixt 
in the Center, whiles -the other 
moves in the Circumference : {o 
the Heart of a Chriſtian is in Hea- 
. ven, his aims are for God, whilſt 
he 15 active here in the World. His 
Natural and Civil Actions are 
heightened to a {upernatural end: 
And thus his Converſation is in Hea- 
ven. Bur this was ſpoken of be- _ 
fore : and that which is now ſpe- 
Cihed 1s the more immediate Ser- 
vice of God in holy Meditation, 
Prayer, and the Ordinances of the 
Goſpel, which 1s the nobleſt part 
of the ſpiritual Lite. 

Our bleſſed Saviour who was 
a Coraprehenſor upon Earth, al- 
ways ſaw the Face of God, and 
invariably ſought his Glory i In all 
things, yet had his ſpecial times of 
Prayer and Keavenly-Commu:- 
nior 
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rious teſtimonies of his Favour in 
thoſe times. Our Communion 
with God here is as true as in 
Heaven , but the influence and 
fruicion is different according to 
our capacity. When the Soul 
feels the vigorous exercile of the 
thoughts & affections upon God, 


| and the railed operations oi Grace 


in holy Duties, 'tis as certain a 
fign of God's Favour and Accep- 
rance, as when Fire deſcended 
from Heaven to conſume the Sa- 
criftice. And often our aftec&tio- 
nate Duties are rewarded with 
ſ{enhible Conlolations, and holy 
Souls are dilmilt from the Throne 
of Grace as they {hall be received 
at che I hrone of Glory, with the 
reviving teltimonies of God's ap- 
probation. Now the aſſurance 
of God's Love conquers the fear 


of Death. 
| L 2 This 
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This Communion mult be fre- 
quent. As love and relpects. be- 
tween Friends are maintained by 
conſtant Viſits and Letters , and 
mutual Confidence ariles from 
Acquaintance : fo by the inter* 
change of holy Duties and divine 
favours we'prelerve alively ſenſe 
of God's Love, and an humble 
familiarity with his Majeſty, that 
his Preſence 1s not a terror to us. 
A Chriſtian that walks with God 
here, when he leaves the World, 
( to ule the words of a dying St.) 
changes his Room, but not hus ( ompa- 
ny. God was always with him on 
Earth, and he ſhall be ever with 
God in Heaven. 

But cold and ſeldom converſe 
begets ſtrangenels,and that makes 
us {hy of God. When Religious 
Duties are-performed as a com- 
plemental Viftie without zealous 
Afﬀections, or uſed only-intimes 
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of Affliction and Exigency , as 
Cordial Waters in {wooning Fits, 
the Divine Preſence is uncomfor- 
table to us. They who prefer 
carnal {weers before acquain- 
tance with God, cannot with 
Peace and Joy think of appear- 
ing before him. O how unwel- 
come is Death to {uch, for then the 
Spirit returns to God that gave it, 


\ 6. Let us ſtrengthen our belief 
of the bleſſed ſtate after Death. 
Divine Truths loſe their influence 
and efficacy when they are not 


ſtedfaſtly believed. Faith « the Heb. 11.1, 


ſubſtance of things not ſeen, and the 
evidence or convittion of things boped 
for. The Spirit confirms our Faith 
not by a pure Phyſical Act, bur 
by convincing Reaſons of 'the 
truth of the Goſpel. The Life of 
Chriſt ſo glorious in holineſs, his 
Do&trine {o becoming the Wil- 
| L 3 dom 
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dom and other excellent Attri- 
burtes of rhe Deity, his Miracles fo 
great, numerous, open, and bene- 
fici: A, not meerly to-lurprize the 
Spectators with aftoniſhment, but 
to couch their Hearts ;; his Death 
foretold by the Prophets, and ex- 
actly agreeing in all the circum- 
Rances'oft the Prediftions ; his 
Reſt raddigl the moſt noble ope- 
ration of the Divine Power, are 
the ftrongelt Proofs that what he 
has reveat's as the Counſel of 
God for our Redemprion, and the 
Preparations of Glory for the 


Saints in Heaven, are divine Truths. 


And the efficacy of the Spirit of 
Chriſt in {anftitying his Diſciples 
in all Ages, is a continual and: as 
faciefying an Argument that the 
Goſpel is derived from God the 
Fountain of Truth, as extraordi- 
nary Miracles. For Flolineſs 1s as 
jnſeparable a property of the Di- 
Vine 
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vine Nature as Oranipotence; and 


the ſanctification of the Soul as 
divine an effect, as the relurection. 


of the Body. Now in the Goipel 
God enters into Covenant with 
obedient Believers, to be their God, 
a ticle and relation,that ſuppoſing 
them the moſt happy here, all the 
enjoyments of this World cannot 
fulfil. This Covenant is not di(- 
ſolv'd by Death, for he ules this 
ſtile after the death of his faichful 


Servants : and from hence it fol- 


lows they are partakers of his 


Glory and Joys in the next Life. 
For the honour of his Veraciry is 
moſt dear to him. The Plalmiſt 
declares, that he has magnified his 
Word above all his Name. No per- 
fecions of his Nature are more 
ſacred and inviolable than his 
Truth. The foundations of Na- 
ture ſhall be overturn'd, and the 
molt ſolid parts of the Creation 
L 4 de- 
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deſtroyed, but his Promiles ſhall 
be compleatly accompliſh'd. We 
are a{ſured by his Infallible Au- 
thoricy, that there remains a Ret 
for the People of God. And be that 
receives this Teſtimony, ſets to his 
Seal that God ts true : honours the 


OE EIS oo —__ 


"Truth of God's Word, and binds 


himſelf more firmly to his Ser- 
vice, and is encouraged to leave 
this {ſenſible World, for that which 
is infinitly better. Our confidence 
and patience in well-doing,and in 
ſuffering the utmoſt evil ro Na- 
rure, is trom the pregnant appre- 
henſ1ons of the reality of eternal 
things. We know, faith the Apo- 
ſtle, if our earthly tabernacle be diſ- 
folved, we have a Building not made 
with hands, eternal im the Heavens. 
This fortified him againſt the ter- 
rors of Death. When Stephen 
ſaw the Heavens open, and the Son of 
God ready to receive him, with what 
| courage 


| upon DEATH. . 


courage and conſtancy did he en- 
counter the bloody Rage of his 
Murderers ? Faith ſupplies the 
want of Viſion, it pierces the 
Clouds, opens a Window in Hea- 
| ven, ſees the Crowns of Righte- 
_ ouſnels prepared for the Saints, 
and {weetens the bittereſt paſlage 
ro it. But if our Faith be weak 
and wavering, our Courage will 
decline in the needful hour. *Tis 
with Chriſtians in their laſt paſ- 
ſage from Earth to Heaven, as 
. with the Apoſtle walking upon 
the Waters to. Chriſt : whilſt his 
Faith was firm in Chrift, he went 
. upon the Waves as on the firm 
Land : bur upon the riſing of a 
Storm his Faith ſunk into Fear, 
and he ſunk in the Waters , -ti 
our Saviour upon his earneſt Pra- 
yer, Lord, ſave-me, took hold of 
him, and raisd him with that 
compaſſionate Reproof, O thou 


of 
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. of little Faith, wherefore didſt thou 
doubt ? 


The laſt Uſe is, to excite the 
Saints to die with that courage 
and chearfulnels as becomes the 
Goſpel of Chrift. The encourage- 
ment of Joſhua to the Iſraelites 
againſt the Giants that terrified 
them from entring into the Land 
"of (anaan, the type of Heaven, 
Be not afraid of them , they are 
Bread for us, we {hall obtain an 
ealy Conquelt over them, is ap- 
plicable to this purpoſe : do not 
tear Death rhe Enemy that in- 
rerpoles between us and the true 
Canaan ; for our Conflict ſhall be 
the means of our Victory , and 
wiumphant poſſeſſion of the holy 
and blefled Land above. This 
is very honourable to our Redee- 
mer, and recommends Godlineſs 
to the judgment, affections, and 
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practice of others. S. Baſil tells Epi Tut. 
of a cuſtom to annoint the tops 
of Doves Wings with ſome fra- 
grant liquor, that mixing in com- 
pany ' with other Doves, they 
might by the {cent allure them to 
follow to the Dove-houlſes. Thus 
when holy Perſons live and die 
with peaceful joy, thoſe that con- 
verſe with them, are drawn by 
that Fragrance of Paradiſe to 
apply them to ſerious Religi- 
ON. 

_ 'Ts the Apoſtle's Conlolato- 
ry Advice to Believers, Not to 1 Thell. 4. 
be ſorrowful for thoſe that ſleep in 
FESUS, as thoſe that are without 
hope. 

- When Ffacob ſaw his: Belo- 
yed Son's Coat rent and ſtain'd 
with Blood, he abandoned him- 
felf to deſperate Sorrow, and 
mourned. for. his Death, when 
Joſeph was advanc'd in Authority 
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and Dignity next to Pharoah in 
the Kingdom of Eeypt. Thus when 
we {ce the Garment of Mortality 
rent by Diſeaſes, we mourn for 
departed Saints, as if Death -had 
ablolutely deſtroyed them, when 
their Souls are reigning in Glory. 
This immoderate Sorrow is an 
Heatheniſh Paſſion , ſuitable to 
their ignorance of the future hap- 
y tate, but very unbecoming 
the plenary Aſſurance the Goſpel 
affords us of it. So for the Wic- 
ked to die with fears and palpita- 
tions of heart, - to be -{urrounded 
with impendent horrours, when 
tuch a precipice and depth of mi- 
ſery is before them, is very juſt 
and reaſonable ; but for the Saints 
ro die uncomfortably under inor- 
dinate fears, is a diſparagement 
to the Bleſſed Hope eftabliſh'd up- 
on the revelation of Life and Immorta- 


lity by the Goſpel, 
Now 


upon DEATH, 


Now in three things I ſhall 
propound the duty of dying Chri- 
ſtians. | 

1. To ſubmit to the Divine 
Pleaſure with reſigned ſpirits, as 
to the means, the manner, and 
time of Death. God has a Sove- 
reign Right and Dominion over 
us. The preſent Life is bis moft 
tree Favour, and he may jultly 
reſume it when he pleaſes. His 
Will ſhould be the firſt and laſt 
Rule of ours. Whether he gent- 
ly untwines the Band of Lite, or 
violently breaks it, we mult pla- 
 cidly, without reluCtation, yield 
up our ſelves. By what means 
foever Death comes, all ſecond 
cauſes are moved by an imprelſ- 
ſion from above, in what Ape of 
Life {oever, all our times are ap- 
pointed by the divine Counſel : 
And a Saint ought with that rea- 
dine(s and ſubmiſſion receive ir, 

as 
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as if he. heard an expreſs. Voice 
from Heaven calling him to God, 
and ſay in his heart with Samuel, 
Here IT am, thou didſt call me, This 
is.the laſt a& of our obedience, 


* 7lle exerir and very pleaſing to God. We 
glaaum, ille re44 of the marvelous * Conſent 


CerVICem, Us | : 
ro veto, na Of Abraham and his {on Tfaac, the 


deoorion : Father to offer up his Son, and the 
Jubtanto 390 G1 his Life, (that were both the 


dicam huma- : ; 
nitatis, ſed gifts of God) in compliance with 


158 


pritwnarwe the divine Command, and from 


=" Heaven he declared his high ap- 
probation of it. T hu us to make a 
vertue of neceſsity, and turn Nature 
mto Grace. But diſcontent and re- 
Iuctancy, as if our Lives were our 
own, and taken from us unjuſt- 
ly or unſealonably, is rebellious 
unthankfulneſls, unbecoming a 
Creature, much more a true Chrt- 
| ſian, whoexchanges a periſhing 
life for that which 1s eternal. 


2.0 
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2. To receive. Death not only 
with Patience, but earneſt deſires 
to be with Chrift. I know Death 
is naturally unwelcome. Our Sa- 
viour tells St. Peter, When thou art 
old, another ſhall bind thee, and lead John 21.41. 
thee where thou wouldeſt not : Signt- ; 
fying his Martyrdom. The cir- — 
cumſtance | when thou art old \ 1s bat efſe cum 
remarkable,and intimates the na- £70, ſea 
rural unwillingnels to die, when Ah a> 
there was little time to live. But 29am. 
his rational ſanctifed Will was ——— 
{uperiour and prevalent. The ſed volens 
univerſal delire of the Saints 15 to Fe, 
be happy in the preſence of God. 1235 Joan. 
for the Divine Nature communi- 
cated to them is intelligent and 
inclining towards its chief good : 
and if the obtaining 1t, were not 
by being uncloathed, but clothed upon 
by an imediate tranſlation to Hea- 
ven, how willingly would they 
leave this World? But there is 
a 
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2 bitterneſs in Death that makes 


ic unpleaſant, and many holy 
Souls that deſire the Glorious Lt- 
berty in Heaven, yet are loth to 
leave their Prtſon. Now there 
are ſo many Arguments to make 
the Saints deſirous of dying, that 
methinks ſince Life is cheifly va- 
lued and dear to them, as it is the 
way to Heaven, when they are 
come to that bleſſed end,it ſhould 
not be longer deſirable. What is 
this lower World that chains us ſo 
faſt ? 'Tis the Devil's circuitwher- 
in he ranges ſeeking whom he may 
devour : "Tis the Theater of con- 
tentions : The low aſpireto rife , 
the exalted fear to fall. The Poor 
envy the Rich ; and the Rich de- 
fpiſe the Poor. Tis a foreign 
Countrey to the Saints, and as 
Pilgrims and Strangers, they are 
liable to reproaches, injuries, and 
hard dealings from the Wicked, 
the 
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the natives of the Earth. Whar is 
the preſent momentany Lite that 
{o enamours us? tis ſurrounded 
wich Temprations, opprelt with 
Fears, ardent wich irregular de- 
fires, and continually ſpent in va- 
nity or yexation. In Adverſicy 'cis 
depreft and melancholy : 'ia Pro- 
ſpericy fooliſh and proud. *Tis a 
real infelicity under the deceitful 
| appearance of felicity. But above 
all other 'morives, the evil of Sin 
from which we cannot be clearly 
exempted here, {ſhould render 
Death delireable. The belt ſuffer 
intetnal diviſions berween the law 
of the Fleſh, and the law of the Mind, 
as Rebecca felt the twins, Eſau and 
Jacob, repugnant in her Womb, 
How hard 1s it to be continually 
watching the Heart that Corrup- - 
tions do: not break out, and the 
Senſes that - temptations do nor - 

break-in-?; How difficule ro or- 
M der 
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der the AﬀeRions, co raiſe what 
1s drooping, and {uppreſs what is 
rebellious? for they are like the 
People of whom the Hiſtorian 
{i ahh qui nec totam ſervitutem pati 
poſſunt, nec totam libertatem. How 
many Enemies of 'our Salvation 
are lodg'd'in our own boſoms ? 
The Falls of the Saints-give fad 


_ evidence of this. If the Body 


were unſpotted from the World - 
as in the Creation of Man, there 
might be a juſt Plea of our un- 
willingneſs co part with it,. but 
ſince it is the inſentive and in- 
ftrument of Sin, we ſhould de- 


\ lire to be delolved that'we mighe 


be perfe&ly holy. - Death is the 
final remedy of all the temporal 

and ſpiritual evils to which we are 
liable here. And the love of Chriſt 
ſhould make us willing to: part 
with all the endearments of this 
life, nay defirous' to enter - into 
the 
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the Czleſtial Paradice, tho, we 
muſt paſs under the Angels Sword 
the ſtroke of Death to come into 
his Preſence. He infinicely de- 
ſerves our love, for we owe our 
Salvation and Erernal Glory, to 
the merit of his Humiliation and 
the power of his Exaltation. With 
what earneſt affections did Sr. 
Paul deſire to be diſſolved and to. be 
with Chriſt ? Love gave Wings of 
Fire to. his Soul, ardent delires 
mounting to Heaven, How va- 


Phil. 1. 


liant were the Martyrs in expreſ- 


ſing acts of love to Chrift > How 
boldly did chey encounter Death 
that interpos'd berween them and 
the ſight of his Glory ? their love 
was hotter than the Flames that 
conſumed them. They as willing- 
ly left their Bodies, as Elias ler fall 
his Mantle, to a{cend to Heaven, 
And how does it upbraid the 
coldnels/ of our love, that we are 
ns 7 2M 
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_ Glory, and have taſted'the good- 


fo contented to be here, abſent 
from our Saviour. That the Moles 
of the Earth who never {aw the 
light of the Sun,and feed on bitter 


roots, are pleas'd in their dark 


receptacles 15 no wonder ; but if 
Birds that are refreſht with his 
chearful Beams, & feed on {weet 
Fruits, ſhould willingly be con- 
fin'd in Caverns of the Earth, it 
were unnacurally ſtrange : thus 
if Pagans, and thole who are fo 
in heart, tho different in profel- 
ſion, that are (o ſhort-ſighted, and 
depraved, that only preſent and 
ſenſible things are perceived and 
affect them, that they are unwil- 
ling to die is no wonder ; for 
then all that is valuable and de- 
lightful ro them is loſt for ever : 
bur for thoſe who are inlightned 
by «the Revelation. of God ſo 
clearly concerning the ſtate of 


neſs 


neſs of theLord, and know the 


incomparable difference between | 


the mean and frail felicity here; 
and the ineftimable immutable 
felicity hereafter, for them to be 
unwilling to leave this World for 
that which is infinitely better is 
aſtoniſhing. Such was the love 
of our Saviour, that his perſonal 
Glory in Heaven did not fully 
content him, . without the Saints 


partaking of it with him : Father John 17. 


I will that thoſe whom thou haſt given 
me be with me where 1 am, that they 
may behold my Glory : Tf our Hearts 
do not an{wer his, 'tis a {ad indi- 
cation that we havenot an intereſt 
inhim :: for the application of his 


___ Meriss is alwayes joyn'd with the 


imitation of his Vertues, and the 
refleftion of his Love. The Lo- 
vers of Chriſt will joyn with the 


inflamed Spouſe,” Draw us and we Cant. 1. 


will run” after thee; O looſen our 
__  Aﬀections 
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afte&ions from this World that 
we may readily aſcend to thee ; 
they will renew the ſighs of holy 
David in his Baniſhment, 0 when 


ſhall we.come and appear befare God ! 


Laſtly, To die with thank(- 
giving -and joy. Tis uſual to 
compare this Life to a Voyage ; 
the Scripture is the Chard thar de- 
ſcribes the Coaſts we mult paſs, 
and the. Rocks we. muſt avoid , 
Faith is the Compals that dire&ts 
| the Courſe we muſt ſteer, Love is 
the Rudder that governs the Ma- 
tion of the Ship ; Hope fills the 
Sails : Now what Paſlenger does 
not rejoice at the diſcovery of his 
Country where his Eſtate and 
Heart is, and more at the near ap- 
' proach to the Port where he is ta 
land? Is not Heaven the Coun- 
trey of the Saints ?. is not. their 


Birth from above, and: their ten 
| dency 


———_— 


— 
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dency to their Original ? and is 
not the bleſſed Bolom of Chriſt 
their Port > Oh what joytul 
thankſgivings are due to God, 
when by his Spirit and Provi- 
dence they have happily finiſh'd 
their Voyage through ſuch || dan- || Quamdi 
gerous Seas, and are coming in- # _ ifto, 
to the Land of the Living? HOW ——— 
joyful was to Noah the coming of 
the Dove with an Olive Branch, 
to ſhew him the Deluge was al- 
 ſ{waged, andthe time was come 
_ of -his freedom from the trouble- 
ſom company of Animals, 'and 
from the ſtraitnels and darkneſs 
of the Ark, to go forth and poſlels 
the World 2 How joyful ſhould 
Death be ro a Saint, that comes 
like the Dove in the evening, .to 
allure him-cthe Deluge of Miſery 
1s ceas'd, ' and the time 1s come of 
his' enlargement from the Body, 
his deliverance. fromthe wretched 
« ; | " ſinful 


—__ 
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ſinful ſociety here, and his pofleſ- 
ſing the Divine World? Holy 
Souls are immediately tranſport- 
ed by the Angels to Chrift, and 
by him preſented to his Father, 
without ſþot or wrinkle, complear 
in Holineſs, and- prepared . for 
Communion with him in Glory, _ 
How joyfully are they received | 
into Heaven by our Saviour and 
the bleſſed Spirits? they are the 
reward of his Sufferings, the pre- 
cious and dear purchaſe of his 
Blood: The Angels that rejoice 
at the Converſion of a- Sinner, 
much more at the Glorification 
of a Saint : and the Charch of the 
Firft-born who have before -us 
enter'd into Glory, have a new 
acceſſion of Joy, when their 
younger Brethren arrive to the 
undefiled- immortal Inhericance; 
And is it not very becoming Be- 
lievers: joytully to'afcend to- the 


= vw PS 


upon D EA T He | 1.691; 


"Seat of Bleſſedne(s, rothe happy 
Soctety that inſpires murual Joys 
for ever'? For our /eticourage- 
ment there are numerous inftan= = -- - 
ces of Behevers* that 'have- with | 
peace and joy, the in various de- 
grees, paſt thtongh the dark'Val- 
tey to the Inheritance' of Lighe. 
Some have died with-more Joy _ 
4 h f 4 d c - bd Accitne ſum 
than they lived, - and triumph'd .; ,1 ,5,,. 
over the laſt Enemy with the vo- cali, viders | 
cal Praiſes of 'God : others with — 
Cn LET 9 i. 25 57 $0 
filent affeCtions have quietly Com- minem, & 
mended thetr Spirits into his hand; #/ = 
2 cath” ie | «95 "I 5 Oh... * m0YTh, N 
Some have inward 'Refrefhings 7G 5.rm 
and' ſupport ;” 'others' 'exnberane Cant. 


Joys and Ravillinnerits, as che 
Eight of Glory ſhined intothetn,; 
or the Veil of 'Fleſh were drawn, 
and their Spirits were prefent with 
the inviſible World. Sonie of the 
Mart: rs/irt their cruelleft Snffer- 
os felt fuch impreſſions of Con- 
fidence 'and Alacricy,” that. as in 

, N the 
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a. | 
me the Houſe af Lamech there. was: 
accorded. at: the ſame time: two! 
difcordant Callings |by-the, two: 
Gen. 4 Brothers ;,J4bal the Inventer of the 


Harp and;Organ,, and. Tubal-Cajn the. 
fr ſt Artificer im Braſs and Tron :, the 
one practiled on, lToſttumencs of 
Muſick; breathing, harmonious 
{ounds a; melodies,. the other. 
 - uſed Hammers & 'Anvils waking 
noiſe and. tumult. ;/:So- 'in ſome 

perſons whillt the. heavieſt ſtrokes 
all 09 their. Bodies, . their Souls 
. were; raviſh'd with the {weetelt 
-* Joy And Explration.: Indeed * 1s 


2 not thus always: with the. Saints.; 


for tho-Sm:;be pardoned, yer the 
apprehenſjons of; Guilt, may;.xe4 
main. When a Stream. 1 is- diftur; 
bed jt does gattr vlya x velcnt the 
Object.; When the Aﬀettions are 
> oil th; Mind,;doss. -nX 
judge axight; al. a Chriſtian's flats; 

A Ser Pen, mmay 1 hiſs Shen. it ha 
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loſt its ſting. Death may terrify 
When'it cannot hurt. us. I doubt 
not but ſome excellent Saints 
have been in anxieries'to the laſt, 
till cheir Fears: were difpelI'd by 
the actual fruition of Eleflednels. 
As' the Sun fometimes-(ets-iadark 
Clouds, and riſes in_ a, glorious 
Horizon. We teade our Eviden- 
ces for Heaven by the Light of 
God's Countenance : his Image 
is made viſible in our Souls by 
the illu{trarioq of his Spirit: and 
he exerciſes Pretogative* Itr the 
diſpenſation-of his Comforts. Tis 
his pleaſure :cro beſtow extraordi. 
nary Favours onlome, :and.deny 
them to others that are as holy. 
Bur every Penicent "Believer -has 
juſt cauſe of Joy in Death : for 
Jeſus Chriſt has reconciled God, 
deſtroyed Satan, and conquered 
Death : and the Jaſt day of his 
Life is the firſt of his Glory. 
FINTS. 
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| - Erernal Fudgment. 
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1 Ads 17.31. Becauſe be hath ap- 
| pointed a Day, inthe which he will 


, Judg the World in Righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath or- 
| dained: whereof he hath given 
aſſurance unto all Men, in that he 


raiſed him from the dead. 
& Honour eminently coufer- 
red upon him, the Apoſtle 


| ot the Gentiles : This Office'he - * 
= ' SY per- J 


Aint Paul had this Title of 
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performed with perlevering dili- 


gence, diftu{ing the Light of Life | 

to thoſe that ſate m darkneſs, and m _ 
the ſhadow of Death. In this Chap- 
ter we have recorded the ſub- 
{tance of his Sermon to the Athe- 
nians , wherein his admirable 
Zeal and Prudence are remark- 
able, in the Matter and Order of 
his Diſcourſe, to convince and 
perſwade them to receive the 
laving Truth of the Goſpel. 
He firſt lays down the Principles 
of Natural Religion, to prepare 
them for the more ealy belief of 
ſupernarural revealed Religion. 
The depravation of the Minds 
of Men was in no inſtance more 
prodigious than in their vilifying 


Conceits of the Deity : "They 


attributed his Name ind Honour 
to various Idols, and aſcribed to 
him their own Figure, and which 
was infinitely more unworthy 
. and 


—_———_ 
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and diſhonourable, their own 
Paſſions and Vices. They ado- 
red their own vain Imaginations. 
The Idols of their Hearts were 
erected on their Altars. Fenus 
was a Goddeſs, becaule impure 


Love reigned in their Breſfts. 


Bacchus had Religious Rites, be- 
| cauſe ſenſual Pleaſures as ſweer 
_ as Wine intoxicated their Spirits, 
Thele Errors, as groſs as impi- 
ous, were univerſal : the Philo- 
ſophers themlelves were not ex- 
empted from the Contagion. 
The Apoltle therefore makes ule 
of the clearelt Arguments, to 
a Authority to the plain con- 
piring Voice of Nature,that had 
ſolong in vainrecall'd them from 
Idolatry to the: Worſhip of the 
only true God, He thercfore de- 
- clares, thar'the Divine Maker of 


all things, the Father of Spirits, Fe 


could not be repreſented by corporeal 
Aa 3 and 


r, 
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Verſ. 26. 


and corruptible things, but was to be 
acknowledg'd and ador'd in a 
manner becoming his ſpiritual 
and infinite Perfe&tions. Thar be 
made all Nations of one Blood, tho' 
diſtinguiſh'd in their Habitations 
and T imes, that they might ſeek. 
and (erve the one univerſal Crea- 
tor. And though 'the Pagan 
World for many Ages had lived 
in an unnatural Oblivion of God, 
and he ſeem'd unconcerned for 
their violation of his Laws, yer 
it wag*not from the defect of Ju- 
ſtice, but the direftion of his 
Wiſdom, that his Patience was 
ſo long extended to'them. And 
this he proves by the new and 
molt expreſs declaration of his 
Will: But now he commandeth all 
Men every where to repent ; becauſe 
he hath appointed a day, in which be 


will judg the World in Righteouſneſs, 


by the Man whom be hath ordained : 


' 


upon Eternal Judement. 


— 


whereof he hath given aſſurance to 
all Men, in that he raiſed him from 
the Dead. 


In the words, the Eternal 
Counſels of God are revealed in 
two great things. 

1. "The determining a time 
wherein he will righteouſly judg 
the World: He hath appointed a 
Day. 

2. The deſignation of the Per- 
ſon by whom he will perform 
that eminent part of Soveraignty : 


by Jeſus ( briſt whom be hath raiſed 
from the Dead. 


In order to the handling of the 
main Point, it is requiſite to pre- 
miſe briefly ſome Propoſitions. 

1. That God is the Univerſal 
Monarch of the World, and has 
{upreme Authority .to govern 
reaſonable Creatures, antecedent 
Aa 4 ro 
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to their Election and Conſent. 
The Pſalmiſt calls to the Hea- 
thens, Know ye that the Lord « 
God: that is, the moſt glorious 
Being, and abſolute Sovereign ; 


for it ts he that made us, and not we 


our ſelves, He formed all things 
by his Almighty Goodnels, and 
is King by Creation. 

| 2. The two principal wit ne- 
ceſlary parts of his Soveraignty 
are, to give Laws for the ruling 


of his Subjects, and to pals final 


3 Judgment upon them for their 


Obedience or Diſconformity to 
his Precepts. Mere natural Agents 
are regulated by a wile eſtabliſh- 
ment, that is the Law of their 
mation, The Sun and Stars 
are moved according to the juſt 
Points of their' Compals. | The 
Angels are under a 'Law in Hea- 
ven,” 'and "obey his Commandments. 
The Humane Nature of Chriſt, 


m—_—— 


upon Eternal Judgment. 


though advanced to the higheſt 
capacity of a Creature, yet received 
a Law. And his whole Work 
upon Earth for our Salvation,was 
an A of Obedience to the Will 
of God. If a Prince out of aft- 
fection to his Friend will leave 
his own Dominions, and live 
privately -with him in a Forreign 
Country, he muſt be ſubject ro 
the Laws of the Place.. Indeed 
it is nct conceivable that a Crea- 
ture ſhould be without a Law ; 
for this is to make it {upreme and 


independent : Supreme,in not be- . 


ing liable to a ſuperior Power 
ro confine and order it : Inde- 
_ pendent, as to its Being and Ope- 
rations; for dependance neceſla- 
rily infers ſubje&tion. . There 1s 
a vitible connexion between 
thoſe Titles ; The Lord « our Judg, 
the Lord is our Law-giver, the Lord 
. $ our. King, And ſometimes in 
Cp 38 F< x _l k. TE Scrip- 


Ifa.3 3.22, 
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- Scripture his Soveraignty is inti- 
mated in the Title of Judg : thus 
in that humble Expoltulation of 
Abraham for Sodom ; Shall not the 
Tudg of all the World do right * He 
addreſſes his requeſt to God un- 
der that Title, ro ſoften his 
Power, and incline his Clemen- 
cy to {ave the Wicked for their 
ſakes who were comparatively 
Righteous, that 15, innocent of 
their crying Sins. 
|  3- As his right to govern and 
, judg the World isnatural, ſo are 
his Attributes, his Wiſdom, Ho- 
lineſs, Juſtice, and Power, that 
qualify and render him moſt 
worthy to exerciſe this Govern- 
ment. Theſe are hnite ſepara- 
ble Qualities in Angels or Men, 
| but eſſential Perfe&tions to the - 
Deity. *'Tis more rational to 
conceive that things may be con- 
geal'd by the heat of Fire, or 
d turn'd 


——— 
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rurn'd black by whiteneſs, than 
char the leaſt a& of injuſtice can 
| be done by the Righteous Lord, 
The Apoltle rejects with ex- 
creme dereſtation, the blaſphe- 
mous Charge of unrighteoul- 
neſs in God's proceedings: 1s 


God unrighteous that taketh Ven- Rom.3.5,6. 


geance ? God forbid : For then how 
ſhall God judg the World * He may 
as {oon renounce his Nature, and 
ceaſe to be God, for as {uch he is 
neceſſarily Judg of che World, 
as violate his own PerfteCions in 
his judicial proceedings. with 
1s. | 

4-God being inviſible in his own 
Nature, hath moſt wiſely ordain- 
ed the laſt Judgment of che World 
to be tranlacted by a vilible Per- 
ſon : becauſe Men are to be on- 
ly judged, and not the Angels,and 
the whole Proceſs of it with 
them, will be for things done in 
632 back 6 dra das ke 


Ad 
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the Body. The Perſon appoin- 
red for this Great Work, is Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of. God united to 
the Humane Nature. The Father 
judgeth no Man : Not as if he de- 
ſcended from the Throne, and 
deveſted himfelt of his Suprema- 
cy, but not immediately ; but 
hath committed all Judgment to the 
Son. Andit follows, As the Fa- 
ther bath Life in himſelf, ſo bath be 
given to the Son to bave Life in him- 
ſelf : And hath given bim authority 
to execnite Judgment alſo, becauſe he 


4 Son of Man; thats, as Media- 


ror, The quality of this Office 
_ no leſs Perſon for the 
diſcharge of it. 

t. Upon the account of its 
ſuperlative Dignity. No mere 
Creature is capable of fiich a = 
rious Commiſſion. To paſs a 


Sovereign Sentence upon Angels 


and Men, is a Royalty reſerv'd 
for 
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fog God himſelf. We read that 


0 Man in Heaven, or Earth, was Rev.s. 


able to open the Sealed Book of bis 
Eternal Counſels, as unſearchable as 
deep : only Jeſus Chriſt who was 
in the Boſom of the Father, the Seat 


of his Counlels and Compaſii- 


ons, and was acquidinted with all 
his Glorious Secrets, could un- 
fold the Order of the Divine De- 
crees about the Church. And it 
no Creature was worthy to be 
admitted into God's Counſel, 
much leſs to be taken into his 
Throne. The Eternal Son, the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon, 1s alone 
fit to be his authoriſed Repreſen- 
tative in Judgment. Our -Savi- 
our declares, that the Father in- 
velted the Son with this Regal 
Power, that all Men ſhould honour 
the Son, with the ſame religious 
Reverence, and ſupreme adorati- 
on, 4s they honour the Father. 

2, Upon 


Fohn 5: 23 
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2. Upon the account of the 
immenſe Difficulty, no mere 
-Creatute is able co diſcharge it. 
Fo judg the World, includes two 
things. 1. To pals a righteous 
and irrevocable Judgment upon 
Men for all things done in this 
Life. 2. The actual execution 
of the Sentence. And for this 
no leſs than infinite Witdom, and 
infinite Power are neceflary. If 
a ſele& number of Angels of the 


higheſt Order were deputed, yet 


they could not manage the judi- 
Cial trial of one Man: For be- 
ſides the innumerable acts and 
omiſſions in one Life, the ſecrets 


of the Heart, from whence the 


guilt or goodneſs of Moral Acti- 
ons is principally derived, are 
not open tothem. He alone that 
diſcerns all things, can require an 
account of all: 


2. The 


mean 
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2. The Son of Man is inve- 
ſed with this High Office as the 
Reward of his Sufferings. We 
muſt diſtinguiſh berween the eſ- 
fential and cxconomical Power 
of Chriſt. The Son of God, 
confidered in his Divine Nature, 
has an original Power of Judg- 
ment equal with the Father, but 
conſidered as Mediator, has a 
Power by delegation, In the 
quality of the Son of Man, he 
is inferior in dignity to the Fa- 
ther : The Apoltle declares this 
in that ſcale of Subordination, of 
the Creatures to Believers, and 
of Believers to Chriſt, and of 
Chrift tro God. All things are 
yours, and you. are Chriſt's, and 
( brift s God's. Aud oblerving 
the beautiful Order that ariſes 
from the ſuperiority and depen- 
dance' berween things, he faith, 
| The Headof every Mans Chriſt, and 


the 
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the Head of the Woman « the Man 
and the Head of Chriſt s God. Now 
1 | this Power by Commiſſion was 
#1 conferr'd upon him as the Re- 
ward of his Sufferings. The A- 
poſtle expreſly declares it, thar 
Chriſt being im the Form of God, 
and without any ulurpartion truly 
1 equal to him in Divine Perfectt- 
l | | ons and Majeſty, humbled himſelf; 
| | and came obedient to the Death of the 
F (roſs. Wherefore God hath highly 
| exalted him, and given him a Name 
| above every Name : that at the Name 
b of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, of 
things in Heaven, and things int 
Earth, and things under the Earth , 
and that every T ongue ſhould confeſs 
that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory 
of God the Father. His vi&torious 
Suffterings are the Titles of his 
Triumphs, his being ſo ignomi- 
| niouſly depreſt and condemn'd 
J by Men, is the juſt reaſon -w 
| his 


oY 


Ct 


up Eternal Tudgiment. 


his advancement to judg the 
World. . 

| 5. Lhere is a Day appointed 
wherein the Son of Man will 


appear in ſenſible Glory, and, 


exercile- his. judicial Power upon 
Angels and Men. He is now 
ſeated at the right hand of the 7Aa- 
jefty on High; and the Celeſtial 
Spheres are under his Feet : Uni- 
ver{al Nature feels che power of 
his Scepter : He reigns in the 
Hearts of. the Saints by his Word 
and Spiric, and reſtrains the Fury 
of his Enemies in what degrees 
he pleaſes: bur ſtill bis Servants 
are in diſtreſs, and his: rebellious 
Enemies | infolently break his 
Laws ; and the Curtains of Heas 
ven conceal his Glory from us : 
cherefore a Time is prefix'd, 
when in the Face of the World 
| he will make an eternal difference 


| "oy Rewards and Puniſhments 


Bb between 


——_— 


SER M ONS. 


between the Righteous: and: the 
Wicked, and his Government 
ſhall have its compleat-and glo- 
rious Iflue. This 1s ſtiled the: Judg- 
ment of the Great Day. 

1. With reſpect; to the ap- 
pearance-of the Judg.. When 
the Law. was given from Mount 
Sinai, the Mountain. was\covered 
with Fire, and the Voice of God 
as loud as Thunder-proclaimed 
it from the midſt of :the Flames, 
ſo that the. whole Army of the 
Iſraelites was proſtrate -on the 
Plain, flxick with afacred /Hor- 
ror, and almoſt dead at the ama. 
zing {ights-and {ounds.'\, From 
hence 'tis' ſaid,” that: an his right 
hand was 1:4. fiery Laws And if 
the Law-giver appear'd-.in ſuch 
terrible Majelty at'the proclaim- 
ing the Law, how much more 
when he {hall come to revenge 
the Tranſgreſſions of it 2-* Tis ſet 
Re 730 & -{ forth 
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forth ig'Scripture in; the molt; 
lofty and magnificentExpreſſions. 


He ſhall come in bis Father's Glory, 5,445 26. 


and his own Glory, and the Glory of 


' the Angels. A devouring Firg 


{hall go/before him, to conſume 
all the .Works of the :Univerle. 
He ſhall deſcend fram the higheſt 
Heavens, | glorious;;in;;ithe at= 
rendance of. innumerable Angels, 
but more in his owh Majelty,: 
and icon a radiant Throne thigh a=; 
bove all; JIE 
2, Tisgreat,wich reſpect to, Xo 
appearance of thoſe whoare to be 
judg'd::[All che Apoſtate/Angels, 
and the pniverſal Progeiy of Adam. 
The bowels of the Earth, and the 
bottom; 6k the Sea, ad all the 
Elements ſhall give up the Dead: 
The mighty Angels the winged 
Miniſters: of Juſtice, ſhall Ay 
to all, ,Parts, and attaque the 


| Wicked x0 bring them as mulera- 
Bb 2 ble 
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ble Priſoners before that T h 
Tribunal. And thoſe = high 
powerful Spirits ſhall congregate 
the Righteous, to preſent them 
« his right hand. 

"Tis great with relpe&t to 
wha (hall be chen- done « He 
(hall perform the 'molt glorious 
and conſutnmatea& of his-Regal 
Office, after -a risfiredus Trial 
pronounceJudgment; upon-which 
the eternal Deſtiny-of the World 
depends. And immediately the 
Saints: ſhall-aſcendavith-bim to 
the everlaſting. Manſions of Glo- 
ry, and: the- WickediAhall''be 
{wallowed up in the _y Guigh 
for ever. | 

To define the pariicibar Tims 
when this ſhall be accompliſh'd; 
is beyond the. knowledg of the 
Angels of higheſt dignity. *Tis 
inter Arcana Imperit, among; the 
Secrets of the Kingdom of Hea- 


Ven. 
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ven. .,,*Tis obſervable that Gad 
has-reyealed the Times preciſely 
wherein ſome great . Events 
{ſhould come to pals: after how 
many. Years the {ſraelites ſhould 
be freed from Egyptian Bon- 
dage : after what {pace of Time 
they ſhould be reſtored from the 
Captivity of Babylon: when the 
Feſſiah thould die ior the expia- 
tion of Sin': but there is no de- 
ſignation by certain Characters 
* the particular Day, nor Year, 
nor Age, 1a any Prophecy of 
our Saviour's coming to Judg- 
ment. And of this an Account 
may: be given. The {pecial End 
of thoſe Predictions was, that 
thole who lived to ſee their ac- 
compliſhment, notwithſtanding 
the ſeeming Impoſiibilities,mighr 
believe the Truth and Power of 
God to fulfil the Revelation of 
his Purpoles for the time to come. 
EZ, Bur 


Is Ow” 


Bur at the Laſt Day, all the Pro- 
miles and Threatnings will be 
fulfilled, nothing will remain to 
be the ObjeRt of Faith; and con- 
Jequently 1t Was ſuperfluous to 
declare the certain Time, ſince 
the exact accompliſhment of it 
according to the predi&tion, will . 
neither be uſeful to confirm Be- 
lievers or convert Infidels. | 
Laſtly, The RelurreCtion of 
. Jeſus Chriſt 'is the moſt convin- 
cing and' commanding Evidence 
of this Do&rine, that he' ſhall 
judg the World. For he was 
charged with Blaſphemy * de- 
ſerving of Death 'for'this Teſti- 


| Hat.26. 64, mony : 1 fy unth jon, hereafter 


" ' ſhall you fee the Son of Man, fitting 
on the right hand of Power, and 
coming in the ( louds of Fhavan. He 
dedicated Martyrdont'in his own 
Sufferings. Now Godin raiſing 
him from the Dead; -cofirmed 

the 


h— 
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the truth 'of his Teſtimony by . 


that viſible Miracle, and the be- 
lief of it converted the World to 


Chriſtianity. 


I will now proceed to il[u- 


ſtrate and prove the main Point, 


which 1s this : 


| That God will judg the World im 
Righreouſueſ by Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Mediator, who {hall be 
Judg in the Union of both Na- 
cures, conſidered as the Son of 
God,is eſſentially Holy and Righ- 
teous, and conſidered as the Son 
of Man, was holy, harmleſs, un- 
defiled, nd ſeparate from Sinners, 
In him all VYertnes ſhin'd 1a their 
abſolute Purity : 49d who is fo 
worthy and qualified to reward 
Holineſs and puniſh Wickednels, 
as the holy one 7 9 ? *Tis {aid of 

| Þ 4 him, 
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him, Thou haſt loved Righteouſueſs, 
and hated Inquity, therefore thy God 


hath anointed thee with Oil of glad- 
neſs above thy Fellows : Conſecrated 
him to the Regal Office, and en- 
rich'd his humane Nature with 
Endowments ſuitable to it. 
_ propheſied of him, The 
Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon 
pm the Spirit of Wiſdom and bis. 
derftanding, the Spirit of Counſel and 
Might, the Spirit of Knowledg, and 
of the Fear of the Lord , and ſhall 
make him of quick underſtanding in 
the Fear of the Lord, and He {hall 
not judg after the [4 _ of his Eyes, 
neither reprove after the bearing of 
his Ears. But with Righteouſneſs 
ſhall he Judg the Poor, and reprove 
with Equity. Humane Judgments 
are often unrighteous from vici- 
ous Reſpedts and Aﬀections that 
pervert ths Will, or fair Appear- 


ances that. deceive the Under- 
#: £5 ſtanding : 


\ 
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ſtanding: by Gifts or Guile, In- 
nocence is caſt, and Guilt acquit- 
ted: but the Judg of the World 
is inflexible to partiality, and all 
things are entirely open to bis ſight. 
In the A ot Judgment he is re- 
preſented ſitting on a white Throne, 
the” emblem of unſpotred Holi- 
neſs. 


The Righteouſneſs of God's 
Judicial Proceedings will appear 
by conſidering three things. 


1. The Equity of his Law the 
Rule of the great and final Judg- 
meat. 

2. The Evidence of the Facts 
and Matter, which ſhall be pro- 
duc'd as the Reaſon of the Judg- 
meat, 

3- The impartiality of the 
Sentence. | | 


7. The 


Rev.20.11. 
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1. The Equity of the Law 
which ſhall be the Rule of the 
laſt Judgment. 'This will ap- 
pear by conſidering the Law of 
Nature, and the Law of Faith, 
in their Precepts. and Penalties, 
annext to enforce the obſervation 
of them. 

1. The Law of Nature,which . 
35 the Rule of Man's Duty, will 
be the Rule of Judgment : for 
without the Law there is no Tranſ- 
2reſſion ; and conſequently a Per- 
{on is ynaccountable for his Acti- 
ons. This Law is compoled of 
{uch Rules as are moſt becoming 
the wiſe and gracious Creator to 
give, and the reaſonable Crea-. 
ture ito' receive and obey :* for 
they entirely agree and concen- 

' ter in his Glory and the good of 
his Subjets. The Apoſtle a- 
dorns the Law with the moſt 

| EX- 


—— . 
tc. 


1pon Eternal Judomentt. 


—— c-—— 


———_ 
-v 


excellent Elogy,; tis Holy, uſt, Rom.7.12, 


and Good. Holy as it enjoyns all 
As of Piety to God : the ado- 
ration of his Majeſty reſalting 
from his inexpreſiible divine Per- 
feions, the imitation of his Pu- 
rity, a reliance on his Goodneſs, 
2 reſignation to his moſt wile 
Providence, and a dutiful 'obe- 
dience to his Will. Such a ſenſe 
of our dependance and lubjectt- 
on to God, is the proper Chara- 
Cer of the reaſonable Creature, 
as dignified above inanimate and 
mere ſenſitive Beings. The Law 
i juſt, as it direQs us how to de- 
' mean our ſelyes in our various 
Relarions. Juſtice is the Cement 
of Societies, without which they 
disband and fall into Confuſion: 
And the ſum of the Law is vir- 
tually compriſed in one Rule, to 
do to others as we would'they : ſhould do 
to 145, than which nothing/is more 
equal. 
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equal, *'Tis good to Man that 
keeps it, commanding nothing 
but what 1s influential upon his 
well-being here and for ever. It 
does not infringe his true Free- 
dom, but allows him unſtain'd 
Delights, and enjoyns what is 
proper to advance and ſecure his 
Dignity, Felicity, and Perfecti- 
on. Ir forbids every thing that 
defiles and debales him, and 
cauſes a degeneration from his 
native excellency. It we pre- 
{cind in our thoughts the ſacred 
authority of the Law-giver, all 
the Precepts of the Law for their 
moral Goodneſs, delerve our e- 
Rteem and choice, and entire ob- 
ſervation. The lanctifhed Mind 
approves them univerſally... 7 
eſteem all thy Precepts concerning all 
things to be right, laich holy David. 
Nay, in the Wicked there is an 
intelletual aſſent to the good- 


neſs 
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nels of the Law, tho' the cor- 
rupt. Will doth not embrace it : 
there are ſome inclinations and 
wiſhes ro obey it, but controll'd 
by vicious defires. *T'is faid of 


the convinced Sinner, Thou know- Rom.2.18. 


eſt his Will, and approveſt the things 

that are more excellent. 
. It may be objected, that the 
Law being pure, and Man in a 
frail ſtate, ſurrounded with innu- 
merable temprations, to require 
_ perfet obedience from him, and 
condemn hiny for his Failings, 
feems hard. The Law lays a 
reftraint upon all the Senſes, and 
forbids all flefhly Luſts; this 
may be eaſy'to ſeparate Souls; but 
for Men to live in the Body; as 
if they were out of it, ro-be'al- 
ways vigilant againſt the in{inua- 
tions or atraques of Sin, is impol- 
fible. Thus the Carnal Mind is 
apt with ſome colour, totraduce 
the 


4 bo 6 P , 
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MT Fe Fighnonkick © of God's Go- 


verament... But it! will /be tloger 

indicated, by conſidering,;z-!; 
-{*91;T-he Law luppoſes Mait inv 

” {tate of integrity, - furnj{hid 


21.c...7. Withafufficiens Power to comply 


yeirli every. .Precept,..tho! free to 
fall from his Ducy..and- Happi- 
g&(s.;:.\;T6 command ablolinte 
Impoſlibilicies, 15ryrannical, and 
utterly, inconſitenc. with: the Na- 
Hggr ; the Bleſied God, - 

M>2-, chhe; fifft;; Man veilfully 
rranktreſt the Law, ::and loſt: wa 
Holineſs: ! Ant Nature beiog 

Sondin-the Fountain, ::ts:cor- 
xupr In All he ddkeendaots! from 
him: !Mankind;! was julily:de- 

gradedgin rebellious dom, and 
5 -*"> ag of {piritua}{rength to 
PEEhAARe all. that: the Law; rC- 


FT " Bait Gs lfolidp.l 1s | vicious 


*n0cpipable, afid.can be ho-pre» 
tence 
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tence. againſt the \Rights, of the 
. Law-giver. . A natural diſabili- 
ty. from, the want of requiſite 
Faults is 2 juſt excuſe. ' "Tis. no 
- Faultthat a Man cannot ſtop the 
Sun as Joſhua did, nor calm. a 
Tempeſt as our Saviour did by 
his Word. But the dilabilicy 
that ariſes from a depraved. diſ- 
poſition, renders a Perldn more 
guilty. ' And this is the. preſent 
Caſe, The Will of Man is dif- 
' obedient and, perverſe, and. as 
ſoon as it canexercile El-Qion, 
chooſes Evil : and by. cuſtomin 
Sin becomes more hardened' and 
obſtinate. + And from hence the 
Prophet charges the contumaci- 
ous Jews ; Behold their Bay is un- 
circumciſed, and they cannot hbearken. 
Were they uncapable of hearing 
the Divine Commands ? No, but 
the Word, of the Lord was to them 
a reproach, they had no delight. 


TI 
it. 
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it. And our Saviour upbraids 
the Phariſees, How can .ye believe, 
which receive Honour one of another, 
and ſeek not the Honour that comes 
from God only. They were in high 
reputation for their Holineſs, which 
made it impoſhible for them in an 
bumble penitent manner to ſub- 
mir to our Saviour. In ſhort, the 
primary end of che Law was the 
happineſs of Man in the petfor- 
mance of his Duty, and his firſt | 
Sin, and conſequent impoterice 
ro fulfil it, wisby ts Pour 
As the Obliquity of a Line can- 
nor be aſcrib'd ro the {trait Rale; 
but-ro-the Error of the Hand 
that draws'it. And from hence 
"tis 'clear, that if God fhoald 
with a terrible exactnels requite 
of Men unſinning - Obedience 
upon the pain of Damnation, he 
could not be” taxt with unrigh- 
 teonſneſs. PD 
_— But 
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Bur God has been plealed ro 
mitigate and allay the Severity of 
5 the Law by the Goſpel ; ſo that 
$ alchough the leaſt brezeh of it 
1 makes a Perſon an Offender and 
} 


obnoxious to Judgment, yet the 
Law of Faith propounds ſuch 
merciful Conditions to the Guil- 

' | ry, that upon the performance 
| of them, -they may plead their 
Pardon ſeal'd wich the Blood of 
their Redeemer, and {hall be ſa- 
ved and crown'd in the Day of 
Judgment. We are commanded 
lo to ſpeak and do, as they that ſhall Fames 2.12: 
be judged by the Law of Liberty. 
Thus the Goſpel 3 is ſtiled, in that 
it frees the Conſcience, tho not 
from the obedience, yet fromthe 
terrors and condemnation of the - 
Law ; for there was not the leaſt 
Fignification of Mercy by ir; But 
in the Goſpel, the Grace of God 


_ llsſtriouſly appears. 2 
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1. in that when our Innocence 
was loſt, there may be a renoya-- 
tion of the Sinner by Repentance: 
ro which the plenary pardon 
of Sin is aſlured, Waſh ye, make 


Je clean, put away the evil of your do- 


ings from before mine Eyes : Ceaſe to 
do evil, and learn to do well, ſaith 
the Lord : vnd tho' your Sins be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be white as Snow ; 
tho' they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall 
be white like Wooll. God will not 
pardon thoſe who forgive and 
fatter themſelves in their Sins ; 
but thoſe who confeſs and forſake them, 
ſhall find mercy. 

2. Sincerity of Obedience is 
accepted where Perfection is 
wanting. When a Perſon with 
conlent of Heart and ſerious en- 


deavours ftrives to obey the Ho- 


ly Will of God, without the ex- 
ception of any known Duty, or 
the indulgence of any Sin, Gad 
: will 
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. ons of the Goſpel, and he ſhall 


will ſpare him, as a Father ſpares Mal.3.17 


hes Son that ſerves him. "Tis not 


{o much the Matter as the Allow- 


ance that makes Sin - deadly. 
Where there is guile in the heart, 
it will be ſeverely imputed. "Tis 
not according to lome particular 
Acts of Sin, but the Tenor of 
the Life, that the ſtate of Men 


will be decided. 
J. Untcigned Faith in the 


' Lord Jeſus; chat 1s, ſuch a belief 


of the Truth ad Goodneſs of 


his Promiles, as induces us to re- 
ceive him as our Prince and Saviour, 
as purihes the Conſcience, the 
Heart, and Life, will free us 
from Hell, andenticle ys ro Hea- 
ven, according ro the Covenant 
of Grace. In ſhort, the final) 
Reſolution of a Man' $ Trial and 
Cale will be this ; either he has 
performed the gracious Conditi- 
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be ſaved; or rejected them, and 
he ſhall be damned. 

If it be objected, thatthe terms 
of Evangelical Juſtification, tho' 
in themſelves comparatively eaſy, 
yet are of impoſſible performance 
to Men in their natural ſinful 
ſtare. The Anſwer is clear ; 

1. Thar although the natural 
Man be dead in Sin, without ſpiri- 
cual ſtrength to reſolve and per- 


form his Duty, and holy hear We - 


defiresto it; and nothing 1s alive 
in him bur his corrupt Paſſions, 
that are like Worms generated in 
a Carcale; yet by the Grace 
_ thar is offered in the Goſpel, he 
may be enabled to perform the 
Conditions of it, for in this the 
Goſpel excels the Law : the 
Law diſcovers Sin, but affords 
no degrees of ſupernatural 
Power to ſubdue it, and direQs 


to no means for the expiation of 
| | Its 
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_ its Guile. As the Fire in the Buſh 
diſcovered the 'T horns without 
conſuming them. But- the ſan- 


Rifying Spirit, the true Spring of 


Life and Power, is the concomi- 2 Tim.1.7, 


tant of the Goſpel, as St. Peter 


declares, With the preaching of the 1 Pet.1.12, 


Goſpel the Holy Ghoſt was ſent down 
from Heaven. And rhe Spirit by 
illuminating, preventing, and 
exciting Grace, aſſiſts Men to re- 
pent and believe; and is promi- 
ſed in rich and liberal [upplies to 
all that humbly and ardently 
pray for it. This our Saviour 
aſſures to us by a molt tender 


and endearing Compariſon : If Zukri.i: 


4e that are evil know how to give 
good things to your Children, . how 
much more ſhall your Heavenly Fa- 
ther give the Holy Spirit to thoſe that 


 askit? 
2. From hence it follows, that 


'tis from the perverſeneſs of the 
| Cc 3 Will, 
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Will, and the love of Sin, that 
Men do not obey the Goſpel. 
For the Holy Spirit never with- 
draws his gracious affiftance,. till 
refited, erieved, and quenched by 
them. - It will be no excuſe that 
Divine Grace is not confertr'd in 
the ſame eminent degree nport 
{ome as upon others that are con- 
verted : for the impenitent ſhall 
not be condemned for want of 
that ſingular powerful Grace that 
was 'the priviledg of the Elect, 
bur for receiving m vain that mea- 
ſure of common Grace that they 
had. If hethat received one Ta- 
lent had faithfully ifnproved it, 
he had been rewarded with 
more, but upon the ſlothfut and 
ingrateful negle&. of his Duty; 
he was juſtly deprived of it, atid 
calt into a Dungeon of Horrour, 
che Emblem of Hell, © The Sen- 
ience offfhe Live has is full 
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force upon impenitent Sinners, 
with intollerable aggravations for 
neglecting the Salvation of the 
Goſpel. | 


- Concerning the Heathens, the 
Scripture declares, 

1. That although the Law 
publiſh'd-by Moſes was not com- 
municated to them, | yet there 
was 2 filent, chough leſs perfect 
Impreſſion of it in their Hearts, 
The Law of Nature in the fun- 
damental Precepts of Religion, 
and Society, and Temperance; 
| was better known than obeyed 


by them. Therefore the Apo- $9.1. 


tle endites them ior atrocious 
Crimes, ſuch as natural Conlſci- 
ence conſenting with-the Law of 
God, levercly forbids upon the 


pain of - damnation. Thus *is 


faid of the Heathens, who know-: $9m.1.32. 


ing the Judgement of God, That 
: Cc 4 they 
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they which commit ſuch things are 
worthy of death; not only commut 
the ſame, but have pleaſure im them 
that do them. And art the laſt Day, 
As many as have ſumed without the 
Law, as delivered to the Jews, fhall 
be judged and periſh, not according 
to that Law of Moſes, but the 
Law of Nature that obliged 
them to do good, and reſtrain 
themſelves from Evil ; of which 
the counterpart was nor totally 
deleted in their Hearts. 

wes Alchough the Revelation 
of Chriſt in his Perſon, Office, 
and Benefis,is not by che preach- 
ing of the Goſpel ( that is nece(- 
fary for: the begetting of Faith ) 
extended to all Nations, yet the 
Grace cf the Redeemer i is fo far 
univerſal, that upon his account 
the indulgent Providence of God 
invited the Heathens to Repen- 
tance. © His ' renewed Benefits 
TY TIEEL — 4 wa” that 
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that ſweetned their Liyes, and his 
powerful patience in forbearing 
ſo long.to cur them oft, when 
their -Impurities and Impieties 
were ſo provoking, was a teſti- 
mony. of his inclination to cle- 
mency upon: their reformation. 
And. for their abuſing his Fa-- 
yours,and reſiſting the methods of 
his Goodneſs, they will be inex- 
culable to themſelves, and their 
condemnation righteous to their 
own Conlciences, OY 


We are next to conſider the 
Sanction of the Law that enforces 
Obedience, and it will appear 
that God is not extream, but 
wiſely and juſtly ordained Eter- 
nal Death to be the puniſhment 
of Sin. 

This will appear by conli- 
dering, 40 


1. The 


Ads-14. I7, 
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1. The end of the Sanction 
is to preſerve the Authority of 
the Law in its full vigour, to ren- 
der it moſt ſolemn and awful ; 


:.:. andconſequently the puniſhment 


muſt be ſo heavy,as to overpoiſe 
all Temprations that might o- 
therwiſe induce .the Subje&s to 
tranſgreſs its Precepts. 

Therefore to Adam the firft and 
ſecond Death was threatned up- 
on his Difobedience, and Fear 
as a Sentinel was planted in his 
Breaſt, that no guilty. Thought, 
no irregular Deſire, no deceitful | 
Suggeſtion ſhould enter to break 
the Tables of the Law depoſited 
therein. Now ſince notwith- | 
ſRanding the threatning, Man was 
ſo eaſily ſeduc'd by the infinuati- 
ons of the Tempter to break 
the Law, and diſorder the Go- 
vernment of God in the World, 
tis evident that ſuch a reſtraint 

| was 
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was not over-rigorous to ſecure 
his Obedience. I ſhall not in- 
fiſt on what is {adly viſible ftnce 
che firſt Apoſtacy, that there is in 
Mankind' ſuch a prodigtons pro- 
penſiry to ſenſual things, that 
without the fear of Hell, no Ar- 
ouments are ftrong enough to 
prevetit the bold violation of the 
Divine Law. | 

*'2. *T'is conſented'to by com- 
mon Reaſon, that there ought to 


be a proportion between the qua- — Aagt 
licy of the' Offence, and the de- Regulapec- 


grees of the Punifhment. Ju- 


catls, que# 
PEnas 1rro- 


ſtice takes the Scales into its hand get zquas. 


before it takes the Sword. Now 
{in againſt God is of ſuch an im- 
menle Guilt, that an eternal Pu- 
niſhment is but equivalencto it. 
This will appear by confider- 
in, - : 
1, The PetfeRtions of the 
Law-giver who is infinitely a- 
oh] 0  - S 


Horat. 
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Iſa.6.2,3. 


Fob 2.2, I4 


bove us. One ACtot Sin is re- 
bellion againſt God, and includes 
in it the contempt of his Majeſty, 
before whom the higheſt Angels 
cover their Faces with reverence 
and adoration, as unworthy to 
behold his Glory, . and cover their 
Feet as unworthy that he ſhould 
behold them : the contradiction 
of his Holineſs that is his pecu- 
liar Glory : the denial of his 
Omniſcience and Omniprelence, 
as if he were confin'd to the {u- 
perior World, and buſy in regu- 
lating the harmonious arder of 
the Stars, and did. not diſcern 
and obſerve what is done below : 
the defiance of his Erernal 
Power, and provoking him to jea- 
louſy, as if we were ſtronger than 
he. 


2. If we conſider the Obliga- | 


tions of the reaſonable Creatures 
to obey his Commands, the ge 
's 
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of Sin riles prodigiouſly. They 


were made by his Power with 
this ſpecial character of Fxcel- 
lency, according to his Image : 
they were happy in his Love: 
they were endowed with intel- 
leual Faculties capable to un- 
derſtand and conſider their Obli- 
oations to their bountiful Lord. 
From hence it appears tha Sin is 
the moſt unnatural Rebellion 
| againſt God, and init there isa 
concurrence of Impiety, Ingrati- 
tude, Perfidiouineſs, and what- 
ever may inhance a Crime to an 
excels of Wickednels, 
The meannelſs of the Mo- 


tives that induce Men to prefer 


the pleaſing their depraved Appe- . 


tices before Obedience to his Sa- 
cred Will, extreamly aggravates 
the Offence. Ot this we have a 
convincing Inſtance in the firſt 
- Sin commutted upon Earth. De- 
, ceitful 


- 


SERMONS. 


ceitfyl Curioſity, flattering Pride; 
a ſecret plealture of ating ac- 
cording to his own Will, join'd 
with the low attraRtives of ſence, 
blinded and tranſported Adam to 
eat the Mortal Fruit, againſt the 
expreſs Command of (od. And 
ever fince,- the vaniſhing ſha- 
dows of Honour, or Gain, or 
Pleaſure, are the only perlwa- 
fives to Sin. And what can be 
more provoking, than for a Tri- 
fleto tranſ{greſs the Law of God, 
and equally deſpiſe his Fayour 
and Diſpleaſure 2 Can -any pu- 
niſhment leſs than Eternal expi- 
ate ſuch Impieties ? The Rules of 
Humane Juſtice may di{cover to 
us the Equity of the Divine Ju- 
{tice. "Tis ordained by the wileft 
States, that many Crinies which 
may be done in a few minutes, 
ſhall be puniſh'd wick Death, 
and the Offender be deprived = 
is 
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- his natural Life for ever: And is 


it not moſt juſt that Treaſon a- 
ainlt the Great and Immortal King, 
ſhould be revenged with Ever- 
_ lating Death? 

4. That which farther clears 
the Divine Juſtice in puniſhing 
Sin with Hell, is this, "That God 
by his infallible Promiſe aflures 
us, that all who ſincerely and 
uniformly obey. him, ſhall be 
rewarded with Heaven for ever : 
2 Bleflednels moſt worthy the 
greatneſs and love of the Eternal 
(Jod to beſtow upon his Ser- 
vants: a Bleſledneſs that fur- 
paſles our moſt comprehenſive 
Thoughts. Now it Everlaſting 
Glory be deſpiſed, what remains 


but endleſs Milery to be the Sin- 


ner's Portion ? The Conſequence 
is remedileſs. - If Sin with an 
eternal Hell in its Retinue be 
choſen and embrac'd, is it nat 
* equal 


E & A+ neo 4 *. 


—— 


SERMONS 


equal that the rational Creature 
| ſhould inherit his own choice ? 

I How juſt is it that thoſe who are- 
the Slaves of the Devil, and 
maintain his Party here, ſhould 
have thei: recomperice with- him 

for ever > That thoſe who now - 
ſay to the Almighty, depart from us, 

1 we deſire not the knowledg 'of thy 
Ways, ſhould hear the Dreadful 
Depart from me. intoeverlaſting Fire ? 

As there will be no vain-boaſting 

|  4n Heaven, where the Reward 

| | is the Crift of pure Bounty ; ſo 
there will be no righteous Com- 
plaintagainſt Cod in Hell,where | 
the Puniſhment is inflicted by ” 
powerful Juſtice. He that vo- 
luntarity ſins, by conſequence 

_ chuſes- the Puniſhment due to 

'F It. 
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5. The eſtimation of an Of- 

fence is taken from the diſpoſr: 

tion of him that does ic, When 
tr 
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*tis done with pleaſure and ob- 
 Rinacy, there's no place for Fa- 

your: Now final impenitence 
| alone makes Sin actually and e- 
ternally damning to the Sinner. 
Thoſe that, notwithſtanding all 
_ gracious Means, live continually 
in rebellion againſt God, thoſe 
- that impenitently die 1n their 
Sins, thoſe that delfire to live here 
for ever, that they might enjoy 
their {weet Sins; thoſe that are {o 
hardned and naturaliz'd in their 
Vices, that if they were revived 
and brought again into this World 
of Temptations, would certainly 
return to the pleaſures of Sin is it 


not righteous that their incorrigi- 


ble obſtinacy ſhould be puniſh'd 
for ever? Is it not juſt that thole 
who would continue under the do- 


_ their claim to the Divine Mercy ? 


Pznz zquali- 
tas non nude 
ſpetanda ut 
in ponderibus 
& menſuris, 
ſed <cxpenlo 
= . ; propofiro, & 
minion of Sin, ſhould forfeit all A 
Grote. 
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For if we conſider them as un- 
repentant and irreclaimable from 
their Wickednels, there are in 
them the juſt provocations and 
crue cauſes of God's final reje&i- 
on and hatred: and if we confi- 
der God as revealed in his Word 
and Works, his eflential Proper- 
ties, Wiſdom, Purity, Juſtice, 
neceſlarily work upon ſuch Ob- 
jects in ſuch a manner. How 
zealous an indignation did the 
Son of God expreſs againſt the 


'obdurate Phariſees ? Nou Serpents, 


30u Generation of Vipers, how ſhould 
you eſcape the danmation of Hell ? 
They in deſpite of all his Mira- 
cles, the equal Expreſſions of his 
Goodnels and Power, reliſted his 
Authority, blaſphemed his Per- 
ſon, and {lighted his Salvation. 
Now tho! ather Sins are of an in-. 
ferior Nature, and weaker Evi- 
dence, 
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dence, yet Obftinacy added ta 
them, makes a Perſon unwor- 
thy and uncapable of Mercy. 
From hence the milery of the 
Damned is without Redemption, 
withour Hope, without Allay 
for ever. 


2. I {hall now proceed to 
conſider the Evidence of the 
Facts that is produc'd as the Rea- 
ſon of that Judgment. 

The temper of Divine Ju- 
ſice is very oblervable in the 
particular Judgments recorded 
in Scripture, In the firſt proceſs 
of Juſtice on Earth, we read, 
that God made the enquiry of 


Adam, Haſt thou eaten of the Tree Gen,z.11, 


whereof I commanded thee that thou 


ſhould$t not eat ? and by palpable 


/ 


Evidence convinc'd him before 
he condemn'd him. Thus be- 


fore the fiery Vengeance upon 


Dd 2 the 


wt. 
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Gen.l8.20, 
21. 


Dan.s.27. 


the wicked Ciries, the Memory 


of which will never be extin- 
ouiſh'd ; The Lord faid to Abra- 
ham, Becauſe the Cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah 1 great, and becauſe their 
Sin 1s grievous, 1 will go down now, 
and ſee whether they have done ac- 
cording to the Cry of it, that is come 
up unto me: VIZ. Whether they 
were ſo numeroully and excef- 
ſively wicked : if not, T will know. 
God is pleaſed to incarnate him- 
felf in Man's Expreſſion, to de- 
clare more fenſ1bly to us, that he 
never. puniſhes with precipitati- 
on, bur after an equal trial of 
the Cauſe. - Thus we read of 


that prophane King of Babylon, 


Belſhazzer, That be was weighed in 
the Ballance,and found wanting, be- 
fore he was ſentenc'd to be de- 
prived of his Kingdom and Life. 
And the deſtruction of the Anti- 


chriſtian State is atrended with fo- 
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lemn Halelujahs' for the righte- 
ouſneſs of that Judgment. And 
inthe laſt Day the Righteouſneſs 
of God's Proceedings ſhall be 
univerſally manifeſt and magni- 


fied. *Tis therefore called the 
Day of the Revelation of the Righ- 


teous Judgment of God. WNow 


in order to this, the Scripture 
informs us, that all che Works of 
Men ſhall be brought in to 
Judgment, even every ſecret thing, 
whether good or evil. And the A- 
poſtle ſaith, That we muſt all appear 
Ls the Tudgment- -Seat of (rift, 
that every one may receive the things 
done mn his Body, accordmg to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
All Sins, whether lecret - or 
openly viſible, {hall be accoun- 
ted for. Thoſe Sins 'that have 
been acted in the moſt ſecret Re- 
tirement, ſothat no eye of Man 
could take cognizance of them 


Dd 3 Nay, 


Eccl. 12.laft. 


Rev.19. 2,3: 


Rom.2. FJ 


2 Cor.5.10. 


TER MONS 


Rom. 2.16. 


Nay,the Sins of the thoughts and 
affeions, of which Satan could 
not aceule Men, when the in- 
ward Fire of Luſt or Malice, is 
not diſcovered by the leaſt ſmoke 
or ſparkles, by no expreſſions, 
all Noſe ſhall be brought to 
Judgment : God will judg the Se- 


crets of Men by Jeſu Chriſt. 


The fins of Omiſſion of our 
Duty thatare ſo numerous, from 
careleſneſs and diverſions, from 
flothfulneſs and delays, and thar 
now ſo little affe& us; for we are 
more ſenſible of what we do,than 
of what we have not done; the 
guilt of all theſe ſhall then be 
heavily charged on the Conſcience 
of the Sinner. The neglet of im- 
proving all the Means, Advan- 


rages, and Opportunities of do- 


Ing or receiving Good, will be a 
great part of that Judgnient. 
T2 Lord —_ his Servants tg 


So: 
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an account for the Talent com- 
mitted to their truſt, and required 
profit in proportion to their num- 
ber and worth. 

All fins of Commiſſion in Youth 
and Age, whether groſs Senſua- 
lity, as Laſciviouſneſs, Luſts, exceſs 
of Wine, Revellngs, Banquetings, 
and abominable Idolatries, and all ex- 
ceſs of Riot, ſhall be accounted for to 
 himwhos ready to judg the quick and 

the dead : or acts of unrighteoul- 
to others. He that doth wrong, 

all receive according to the wrong 
he has done. And fins of a leſſer 


1 Pet.4.5. 


Col.3.25. 


guile, for which the molt are noc . 


rouch'd with grief or ſhame, 
ſhall then be produc'd in Judg- 
ment.” All the fins of our words, 
ſoeaſily committed, and not ſo 
ealily oblerved, ſhall then be cal- 
led to a heavy remembrance. The 


Judg himlelf tells us ; T ſay unto z,g.1 2.35 


you, that every idle word that Men ſhall 
Dd 4 [hall 
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eak, they ſhall give account theres 
[60 Day / > avgg And = 
vain words, the Signs and iname- 
diate Effects of a vain Mind, 
ſhall ſadly encreaſe our Ac- 
counts, how much more all the 
M * contentious, fierce and revenge- 
ful words, the derrafting, falle,. 
contumelious and injurious. 
words, the impure, filthy, and 
contagious words, the prophane, 
blaſphemous, and i impious words 
that flow from the evil Treaſure of 
the Heart ?.O their dreadful num- 
ber, and oppreſling weight! | 
And all the Aggravations and 
Circumſtances of Mens. Sins, that 
raiſe their Guilt to-ſuch fearful 
heights, ſhall be enumerated in 
order to Judgment. For thus 
Fud.14,15, Twas foretold ; Behold, the Lord 
© comethwith ten thouſand of bis Saints, 
to execute Judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are. ungodly. among. 
them, 
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Cup of cold Water to a Diſciple, up- 
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them, of all their ungodly Deeds 
which they have ungodly committed ; 

and all their bard Speeches which ly 
godly Sinners have ſpoken againſt him. 
And all the good Works of the 
Saints ſhall then be remembred, 

even to the leaſt work of Piety. 

the giving of two Mites tothe Trea- 1.4.51 ., 4 
ſury of the Temple ; and the leaſt 

work of Charity, the. giving 4 24.10.42. 


on the account of his Relation 
unto. Chriſt, All their ſecret © 
Graces and Duties {hall then be 
rewarded. 

The manner of this Judicial 
Evidence is ſet forth to us in 
Scripture, by the opening the Books; —_._, 
congruouſly to proceedings.in ku- 


Information and Charge is pro- 
duc'd from Writings for the con; 
viction of the Accuſed, Thus 


It Was grpreſenned £0 St, Jobnin a 
Viſion ; . 


py , # 
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Rev.20.12. 


Folm 5. 45; 


Fahn 12.48. 
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Viſion; TI ſaw the Dead, ſmall and 
great, ſtand before God, and the 
Books were opened, and the Dead 
were judged out of the things that 
were written in the Books, according 
to their Works. © | 


1. The Books of the Law and. 


Goſpel ſhall then be open'd in all 


the Injun&tions and Prohibitions, 
and our Lives compar'd with 
them. Our Saviour told the 
Jews, Do not think that T will ac- 
cuſe you tq my Father, there is one 
that accuſeth you, even Moles, in 
whom you truſt : not the Perſon, but 
the Law of Moles. And he de- 
nounced againſt thoſe that reject 
the Goſpel ; the Word that 1 have 


ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judg them in 


The Law is the ex- 
Þ# of God's Sacred 
Will, the natural and immutable 
Rule of Righteouſneſs ; tis 
pure, forbids all Sin, andenjoyns 
| univer- 


the laſt Day. 


upon Eternal Judgment, 


d univerſal Holineſs ; "tis Spiritual, 
e requires not only a conformity 
d in Words and Actions, but in- 
Yd ward ſanftity in mind and heart : 
4 for the Soul is the principal part 
of Man, entirely open to God's 
|. | Eye, the Maker and Judg of ir, 
| And the moſt enlightned Saints 
| have buran imperfect knowledg 


David, after his meditation upon 
its purity and perfection, to cry 
out in an Agony, Who can under- 
ſtand bis Errors ! cleanſe thou me 
from ſecret ſms. This when 0- 
pend in its ſpiritual and compre- 
henſive Nature, by a wiſe and 
zealous Preacher, darts a Lighc 
Into the Conſcience, and dilco- 
vers many ſecret Sins, that like 
ſo many Serpents were ſtill and 
quiet in the dark; but upon the 
{.ddain breaking in of the Light, 
fly ppon the Sjaner, and ror- 
ment 


of it here. This made Holy 


Pſa. 19, 2 
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ment -him © with their martal 
Stings. But when the Law-giver | 
himſelf ſhall expound the Law 4 
in its full extent and perfeCtion, | 
with reſpec to all the Duties. ir | 
commands, and Sins it forbids, | 
how guilty will Men appear ? 
how unable to anſwer one Arti- 
cle of a thouſand charg'd -upon - 
them? _ "IS 
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2. The Omniſcience-of God. 

will give moſt convincing Evi- 

Heb. 4. 13. dence of all our Works. All things 
'<* "+ are naked. and open to his Eyes, with 

| whom. we 'have to do in Judgment. 
The P/almift declares the infinite 

| perſpicacity of - his light : The 
© 'pfal. 139, Darkneſs hides not from thee, but the «| 
Night ſhines as the Day. As his | 

| Light and tranſcendent Bright= | 

- 1 Tim&.16. NEls 1s -. Inviſible to us, ſo our | 

| thickeſt darknels is viſible to him. 

We. cannot - ſee things, in the. 
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Night, becaule-it' hinders the re- 
' ception of the Rays, that inſt- 
nuate into the Eye and cauſes 


| all darkneſs. From his 1hrone 
in Heaven, his piercing Eye ſees 
through all the concealments of 


| Mens Sins. Tho haſt ſet our Ini- pj, go. 8 


quities before thee, and our ſecret 
Sins in the Light of thy Countenance. 
He diſcovered the Sacrilege of 
Achan, the Lie of Gehaxi, the De- 
celt of. Ananias. Saul's dilobedi- 
ence in ſparing the Amalekites de- 
voted to deſtruftion, had the co- 
lourable pretence of Piety, and, 
as a Sacrifice, was laid on the Al- 


tar. And Davids Murder of 25an.11.25 


Uriah was imputed to the chance 
of War as a {ufficient excuſe. But 
tho' they might have deceived: 0- 
thers, they could not deceive 
Crod. He 1s intimately preſent 
Wh. with 


ISam.15.2 x 
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Mat.2 3.14. 


Adat.6.2: 
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with the Souls of Men, that are 
unſearchable to the moſt diſcern- 
ing Angels of Light, and knows 
all cheir moſt ſeeret Deſigns and 
Deſires. The Phariſees in whom 
Pride was the firft Property, and 
Hypocriſy aſecond Nature,could 
not, with all their faintly ſhews, 

impole upon our Saviour : for be 
knew what was in Man. He dif- 
cover'd their Alms to be not the 

effe& of Charity but Oftenta- 
tion, and their Gevious Acts of 


Ma.23.14 Devotion to be a train to furpriſe 


{ome rich Prey. 

And this Divine Knowledg of 
Mean and their Actions 1s in or- 
der. to Judgment. Thus the 


20.24.12, Wile King declares, Doth not he 


that: ponders the Heart conſider it ? 
and be that keepeth thy Soul, doth not 
be know it * And ſhall not be render 


to:every. Man according to bis Works 8 


Fer.17.10. And Gad himſelt teſtifies, T the 
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Lord 
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upon Eternal Judgment, | 


Lord ſearch the Heart, even to. give 
to every Man according to bis Works. 
For this Reaſon he is ſaid to keep - 
a Regiſter of Mens Sins. Thus 

he ſpeaks of the impure Idolatries 

of the Jews ; Behold, it is written 1[a.65.6, 
before me, to ſignify his exact and 

actual knowledg, 1 will not keep 

filence, but will recompenſe, even re- 

compenſe into their Boſoms. And at 

the Day of Judgment he will de- 

clare his Knowledg of their Sins 

before all, and the moſt ſecret 

{hall be made evident, as if writ- 

ten in their Foreheads in the 

molt plain and legible Chara- 

cters, "® 

And all the goodneſs of the - | 
Saints ſhall then be revealed by imam bent 
the Judg. Their greateſt Excel- {jm wm 
cellencies are inviſible to the Eyes ?ulctram fa- 


ciemy quam 


of. Men : the ſanctity of their fantam,quam 


. . . 6 X if1cos 
Aims and AﬀeCtions, which gives placidogue ful 
Life and Value to all the Acts fm! gms 

| of - 
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Mal.3.16, 
17. 


of Obedience, + their ſecret Du- 
ties, Wherein the ſincerity and 
ardency of their Souls is moſt 
exprelt, are only known to God: 
And ſuch is the excellent humili- 
ty of the Saints, that the more 
they are enrich'd, and abound 
with the gracious influences of 
the Spirit, the leſs they. diſcover 
to the. World : as the Celeſtial 
Bodies, when in neareſt conjun- 
&ion with the Sun, and moſt 
fill'd with his Light, are leaſt in 
appearance to the Inhabitants of 
the Earth. Bur there is a Book 
of Remembrance before him, for 
them that feared the Lord, and 
thought upon his Name. And 


they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of 


Hoſts, in the day when 1 make up my 


Jewels: and I will ſpare them as a 
Man ſpares his Son that ſerves him: | 
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pon Eternal Judzment. 
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[3+] The Conſcience of every 
Man ſhall then'be open'd, and 
give. an acculing or excullng te- 
ſtimony of. all: things : for theſe 
Acts of Conſcience in the pre- 


{cor Life, havea final relpect to 


God's Tribunal. And tho the - - - 


Accounts are fo vaſt, there thall 
be an exact: agreement berween 
the Books of (rod's Omnilcience 
and'of Conſcience in the Day of 
Judgment. Now:indeed the Conlci- 
ence of Man,tho'never {o inquiſi- 
tive-and diligent in examining 
and reviſing his Ways, 15 unable 
to take a juſt account.of his Sins. 
As: one that. would tell the firſt 
appearing Stars in the Evening, 
before he can reckon them others 
appear and confound his Memo- 
ry with their number : ſo when 
Canſcience'is ſeriouſly intent in 
_ refleRing upoa ir lelf, before ir 
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Pſal. 40.12. 


0747.1. 


- can reckon up the Sins commit- 


red .againſt one. Command, : in- 
numerable others appear. ' This 
made the Pſ{almift;.upon the ſur- 
vey of his Actions, break forth 
in amazement a perplexity ; 
Mine Tniquities are. more than . the 
Haiys upon my Head, therefore my 
Heart fails me. Bur it will be 
one of the Miracles of that Day, 
to enlarge the view of Conſcience 
to all their Sins. And O the formij- 
dable {peCtacle,when Conſcience 
enlightned by a Beam from Hea- 
ven, ſhall preſent:toa Sinner in 
one view the fins of his whole 
Lite ! Now Conſcience is a No- 
tary in every Man's Boſom ; and 
tho 'tis not always vocal, yet 
writes down their Aﬀions. The 
Sin of "Judah « written with a Pen 
of .Iron, and with: a point of a Dia- 
moud 'tis graven upon the Tables of 
the. Heart, But then it, ſhall be 


com- 


— Gu 


apon Eternal Judgment. 


compel}'d to give a full Charge | 


agzinſt the Guilty. Of this we 


have an infallible prelage in this - 


\Wworld, when Conſcience turns 
the point againſt the Breft of 'a 
Sinner, and enforces the Tongue, 
by a ſecret inſtigarion to accuſe 
the Perlon. And this Informa- 
tion of Conlcience at the laft 
will make the Sinner ſpeechleſs : 
far the Book of Accounts with 
Divine Juſtice, was always in 
his own keeping ; and what-ever 
is recorded there, was written 
with hizaws band. And how will 
thoſe hardaed Sinners that now 
kek againkt. the Pricks of Con- 
ſcience; _— able'to repel ics ſtrong 
8nd quick Accuſations before that 
cnibe Tribunal? : 
«£35 51 Th C23 

44 Ocher numerous:  Wirneſſes 
aid. appear ito finiſh the proceſs 
oh that; Day; Not as if God, 

| Ee 2 that 
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Rev, 


Zech.3.1, 
2.3. 


Charge againſt them. 


that knows all things, wants in- 
formation, but for the publick 


conviction of the Wicked. 


Satan will then bring a bloody 
Such 1s 
his Malignicy, that he is a Com- 
plainer of God to Man, and by 
calumniating the Blefſed Crea- 
tor, ſeduc'd our firſt Parents.; and 


-heis the Acculſer of Men to God. 


He-is ſtiled the Accuſer of the Bre- 
thren before God day and night. Some- 
times falſly,as when he taxed ob, 
that his Piety was mercenary; and 
often truly to provoke the Divine 
Diſpleaſure. ur tho his Charge be 
juſt againſt them as Sinners, yet as 
Penitent Sinners they - are ab- 
ſolved by the Judg upon the 
Throne of Grace. 'Ihis we 

have repreſented to the Pro- 
phet Zechary, Joſhua the High 


Prieſt, a' Type of the Church, 
Panding befart the Angel of the Lord, 


and 


upon Eternal Judgment. 


and Satan ſtanding at his right hand 
tq accuſe him; tor that was the 


place of Acculers. Bur Chriſt 


the Bleſſed Reconciler interpo- 
ſed. And the Lord ſaid to Satan, 
' the Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even 
the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem 
rebuke thee. But he will princi- 
pally act the part of an Accuſler 
at the Laſt Judgment. This is 
intimated in thar fearful impre- 


| cation, Let Satan ſtand at his right-, fronted 
*Pſ. 109, 6, 


hand ; When be #s judged, let him be 
condemned. He is now an active 
watchful Spiric, whole Diligence 
is equal to his Malice, and by 
glittering Snares, .or. violent 
Temprarions, draws Men to 
ſin. But then he will be their 
moſt bitter Accuſer, not from 
zeal of Juſtice, but pure Malig- 
nity. Then he will aggravate 
their Crimes. by the moſt killing 
Circymſtances; rho in accuſing 
Eez - ml 


__ — 


Prov, t- 


- that ſay, Come let #48 s lay wait | 


them he endites himdelf, their ſins 
being uſually done by his {ollici- 


And the Wicked themſelves 
will accuſe one another. In this 
World Fellow-finners uſually 
conceal one anothers Wicked- 
nels, reftrain'd by theic own ob- 
aocionfrach. But then all that 


have been jointly engaged in 


the commiſſion of Sin, -will im- 
peach each other. The volup- 
tuous Sinners that Have excited 
one another to Luft or Luxury; 

(ome let us take our fill of Love till 
the Morning: Come, 1 will fetch 


Wine, and we will fill vur ſelves with 


ferong Drink, for to morrow ſhall 
be as to-day, and much more abun». + 
dant: All the Charming Com- 


| panians and'Aflpciates will wich 


ferceneſs' charge one” another. 
And the malicions cel Sinners 


Blood, 
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Blood, let us ſwallaw them up quick 
. as the Grave, will then hike en- 
raged Furies fly upon one ano- 
ther. In all Sins of Combina- 
tion, the inferior Inſtruments 
wilt accule their Directors for 
_ their pernicious Counſel, and the 
Dire@ors will acculerhe Inftru- 
ments for their wicked Compli- 
20062, : 
| And all the Holy Servants of 
God, who by their Inſtructions, 
| Counſels, Admonitions, Exam- 
ples have endeavoured to make 
the World ' better ; - eſpecially 
thoſe who by their Place and 
'l Relation were more concerned, 
and more zealoufly & compaſiio- 
' nately urged and per{waded thoſe 
under their Care to reform their 
Lives, and fave their Souls, will 
give a heavy Teſtimony: againſt 
them, Indeed the very prelence 
of the Saints will upbraid the 
| Ee 4 Wicked 
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Hah.2.11, 


Wicked, for- their: reſiſting all 
the warming, melting Intreatics, 
all the grave and ferious 'Re-+ 
proots, all the tender earneſt Ex- 
>oltulations, chat were | ineffe- 
cual by the hargnels of their 
Hearts. | 

Briefly, the Scripture attributes 
to the Signs and Circumſtances 
of Mens fins, a vocal Evidence. 
againſt them. Thus the, Pro- 
pher ſpeaking of the Houle built 
by Rapine and Extortion, - The 
Stones of the Wall cry,and the Beams 
anſwer them ; and with concurrent 
teltimony accule the unrighteous 
Builder. And St. James declares, 
Thar the Wages of the Hireling, kept 
+ back byfraud,cry againſt theOppreſſor, 
' Andthe ruſt of Gold and Stver trea- 
fured up,is a Witneſs againſt the Cove- 
tous, And this by the recognition 
of Conſcience will: be a Mema- 
fial againſt chem bercatter, | - 


To 


7 
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pon Eternal Judgment, - 


; To what the Scripture ſpeaks 
of rhis kinqae of Eyidence of ; 


Mens fins, I ſhall add a uſeful Re- 
_ preſentatian fram'd by a. Hea- 
then, to l1gnjfy that wickednels, 
how ſecretly ſgever committed, 
ſhall be broughc to light in Judg- 
ment, He tells us, that the Soyl 
of a very guilty Wretch, was af- 
ter Death arraigned before one 
of the ſevere Judges below. And 
at hjs;Tryal, - becauſe his atroci- 
- ous Crimes were done in ſecret, 
he ſtood upon his defence, .deny- 
ingall. ; The Judg commanded 
his Lamp to be produc'd, that 


was an Eye Witnels of his Wick- 
edneſs., The Lamp appear'd, 
and: being . demanded what jt 


knew of him, anſwered with a 


figh, Would 1 had been conſci- 
ous of nothing, for even now 


the remembrance of his Villa- 
nies makes me tremble, I wiſh 
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my Light had been extinguiſh'd, 
that the Oil that maintathed, had 
quench'd it, Burt I burnt with 
difdain, and caſt about ſome 
Sparks to fire his impure Bed, and 
was grieved that my little Flame 
was lo weak as not to confume it. 
Eid within my ſelf, If the Sun 
ſaw thele Villanies, it would be 
eclips'd, and leavethe World in 
Darkneſs. But I now- petceive 
why I was conftrain'd © to. give 
Light to him, that being a ſecret 
Spy of his Uncleannefs, | hig 
Fhefts and* Cruelties, I might 
reveal them. Brut we that are 
{| Tpſe rimen- enlightned by Paitthy, and know 
duselt in pub. THAC God is Omniprelent, and 
fatto ix. that what-ever Sin ts done; tho' 
cena arder? in the deepeſt and darkeſt receſs, 
— jy Eros 15 4mmnanifeft | wad him, l have” no 
In cubile in- NEU of Luctat's Eamp'to make 
in corde verſa QUY Judy tor be feared by ws. = 
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A. a. 


Sentence will make the Juſtice of 
God con{picuous before the 
whole World. This conliſts in 
rwo things, = 

1. There will beno diftincti- 
on of Perſons. | 

2. There will be a diſtin&tion 
of Cauſes in that Judgment ; and 
accotding to their Nature, the 
Sentence will paſs upon all. 

' 1, There will be no diſtin&i- 
on of | Perſons, + In Humane 
Courts, the Judges ſometimes ex- 
fend: and amplify, ſometimes 
comrag or: fmnother. the Evi- 
dence, and are more rigorous or 
favourable in their Sentence, 'as 
they ate byaft' cowards: the Per- 
{ons before hem. But che Righs 
tons Judg of the World is: un- 
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with his Fear” If ye call upon 
the Father,.. who without reſpect of 


1 Pet.1.17, Perſons judges according to every 


Man's Work, paſs the time of your 
ſojourning here in fear.” No {piri- 
tual Priviledges upon which Men 
are ſo. apt to prelume,. viz. that 
they are Memhers of the Reform- 
ed Church; that they are enrich'd 
with excellent . Gifts ; that they. 
enjoy the Qrdinances in their pu- 
reſt Adminiſtration, will availe - 
them without real Holineſs -in 
their hearts and lives.. The bein 
united- to Societies. of the walk 
glorious Profeſſion , of ſtriceſt 
Purity,.-and ſnblime Devotion,: 
does no: miore prove ane to be-a; 
real Saint; than .che -being of ar 
eminent-Company of Merchants 
proves one; to be a rich Citizen, 
Thoſe that bow the Knee and not the 
Fleart in faithful Reverence , that 
give the empty'title of Lord ta -" 
35, | Withe 


Tam Brernal Judgment. 


without the :tribute of Obedience, will 


be rejefted by han. : Many ſhall ſay alt Mat. 7.22. 


the Day of -; Judgment, F758) Lord, 
we have propheſied in thy Name, and 
done many wonderous works. Then will 
the Judg ſay, 1 kuow y0u not : Depart 
from me ze workers of Iniquity. No 
degrees of Civil Greatne's will be 
_ of any moment and ——_ in 
that day. St. John teſtifies, 1 Jaw 
the Dead, ſmall and great, ſtand be- 
fore God, in.an equal Line, to re- 
ceive their; Trial. Kings {hall 
then be deveſted of their Imperial 
Titles, of their Crowns-and Scep- 
ters, and their Robes of State, and 
only.be accompanied. with their 
Warks. | Ofthis we have an un- 
doubted Proof, :in thar: they are 
no. more - exempted: from the 
common Law of dying than the 
© meaneſt Slave. Death, thar rug- 
oed Officer arreſts chem: without 
Ceremony, and ſummons; them 

| | - = 
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to appear: before 'that Tribunal; 


The Royal Purple :could not 
protect Herod from being devou- 
red by Worms. The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks indefinitely in the fore- 
cited place ; He that does wrong, 


Col.3. laſt, ſhall receive for the wrong » be bas 


Col.3.11. 


done ; and there # no reſpett of Per- 
ſons. No circumſtantial Accts 
dents can: derive true worth, or 
cruly' debaſe Perſons, but -inhe- 
rent Qualities, and the Actions 
that flow from them :. and ac-: 
cordingly, . the High and Holy God: 
will accept or dilapprove them. 
What” St. -Paul: oblerves of: the. 


| ſaving Grace of the Goſpel being: 


indifferently offeridto all, .is ap- 
plicable inxhis caſe; - He tells us, 
There is neithtr Greek:nor Jew,Bar- 
barian nor Scythian, Bond nor Free, 
that are prefer'd or. excluded up-: 
on a, Carnal account; © but that 


all may. equally partake of Spi-- 


ntual 
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ricual Bleſſings. . Thus the -dit- 
ference of Nations will be no 
Priviledg or Prejudice to any in 


the Day of Judgment. The moſt 


rude and contemptible ſhall have 
as fair and 'equal a'Trial, as the 
molt police and civilized. The 


ignorant Barbarians, as-the Lear- 


ned Grecians, that ſo much boa- | 
fted of their vain Excellencies - 


above them. The Negroes in 
Africa, as the People of Europe : 


for they have the ſame Relation 


ro God their Maker, and as tru- 


ly bear-the | impreffion of God 


ſtamped upon the Humane Na- 
rure in:the-Creation; and there- 
fore common to the'-whole' ſpe- 
cies of | Mankind : Ah' Image 
may be-fafhion'd in' Ebony; as 


well as in Ivory. Briefly;all Men 


are equally: ſubject to his Laws, 
and fhall be :equally accountable 
for their Actions.” ''The' Rich and 
-_ WM 
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the Poor hall then: mert together, 


without diſtinftion, before, God the 
Aaker and Fudg of them all. - 
2. There ſhall be a diſtin&tion 
of Cauſes, and every Man be 
judged according to his Warks, the 
tenor of. good Works, and the: 
deſert of bad. The Apoſtle al- 


Gal. 6.78. ſures us, That whatſoever a Man 


Rom, 2. 7. 


4 
 KRom.6. laſt. 


 Fude 21. 


fows, that ſhall be reap: He that. - 


ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh 
reap Corruption : But he that ſoweth 
to the Spirit, -ſhall-of the Spirit reap 


Life everlaſting. The Harvelt 


ſhall be according to the Seed, 
both in kind-and meaſure; 

1. Thoſe who by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, 
and Honour, and Imortdlity, ſhall 
obtain eternal-Life, Indeed, eter- 
nal Life is the Gift of infiute bounty, 
nay of pure Mercy, and - Mercy 
excludes Merit.  * Tis {aid of the 
Bleſſed Mattyrs, who contended 


for. 
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for the Truth and Purity of the 
Goſpel to the Death, that their POET 
Robes were waſh'd white in the Blood 
of the Lamb, not in their own 
Blood? Their right to Heaven 
was from the application of his 
- Merits to them. But the Re- 
ward is diſpens'd from God ac- 
cording to the Evangelical Law ; 
not only as a Magnihicent Prince, 
but as a Righteous Fudge, All 
thole whom the Golpel or- 
 dains to Eternal Lite, ſhall in- 
tallibly obrain it, .and none that 
the Golpel . excludes. Thoſe 
who were ſenſible of their Sins, 
and cordially forſaking them, 
did humbly and entirely depend 
upon the Grace of God, through 
the Blefled Reconciter and Savi- 
_ our, {ſhall be juſtified and glori- 
fed. Then the Judg will dil- 
cern | between unfeigned Faith 


O 
and vain Preſumption, and 


can 


F f will 
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2 Tim. 4. 


 Rev.20.12, 


_ Names of 


" BY 


will juſtify the | Faith of he 


Saints by the genuine Fruits of it, 
the GodlineſS, Righteouſneſs, and 


Sobriety of their Lives, and a vi- 


Ctorious perleverance in their 
Dury, notwithſtanding all the 
pleaſing Temprations or Tor- 
rures to withdraw them from it. 


Thus the Apoſtle expreſſes his 


humble confidence; I have fought 
the good Fig/t, I have fruſh'd my 
Courſe, henceforth there #© laid up 
for me the (rown of Righteouſneſs, 
which God the (Righteous Jude will 
give me at that day :- and not only to 
me, but to all that love his appear- 
ance. We read in the Delcripti- 
on of the Laſt Judgment, Thar 
the Book of Life was opened : the 
all that were written m 
Heaven, {hall then be declared, 
that it may appear they are ſaved 
by Grace. For it was his molt free 
pleature to ſele& ſome from the 
common 


. 
: 5 
» F. 


- 'S 
» F. 


foundation of the World : 


PIE 


DC 
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common Mats of Perdition,who 
were naturally as guilty and cor- 
rupted as others, and to prede- 
ſtinare them to Eternal Glory, 
and eftectual perlevering Grace 
ro prepare them for it. The 
Saints are created in ( briſt Jeſus un- 
to good i/orks, which God hath be- 


fore ordained, that they ſhould walk 


in them. And the New Creation 
is as undeſerved and entire an Ef- 


 fe& of God's Love as the farſt 


was. Bur *tis faid, That every 


Man was judged: according to his 


Works. For Eternal Election 
does notentitle a Perſon imme- 


diately to Heaven, but according 
to the order eſtabli{h'd in the Go- 


ſpel. Thus the King art the laſt Me.15.3 4. 


Day {peaks to the Ele&, Come, ye 
Bleſſed of my Father, mberit the 
Kmgdom, prepared for you before the 
for 1 was 
bungry, and ye fed me , naked, and ye 
clothed me. Ff 2 And 
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* Plus a- 
mant illud 
Regnum 1n 
QUO non ti- 
ment habe- 


re conlor- 
tes. Aug.de 


Civir. Dei. 


And according as the Saints 
have excell'd in Fidelity and Zeal 
in God's Service, they ſhall be 
rewarded with a more excellent 
Glory. . The Stars of Paradiſe 
are of a aifferent brightneſs and 
greatneſs, as the Stars of the 
Firmament. indeed all are per- 
tectly happy, without * jealou- 
fie, tha at any 15 equal or ſuperior 
tO cl in that Kingdom. Eut 
God will crown his own Graces 
as the Saints have improved 
them. Our Saviour valued the 
Widows two Mites, as- tranſ- 
cending all the magnificent Gifts 
of others; becauſe of the de- 
grees of Love inthe giver. There 
was a richer Mine of affection in 
her Heart, Gold of a more no- 
ble Vein, more pure and preci- 
ous than all their Riches. This 


was of greater price in God's ac- 


© 
count, who weighs the Spirits in 


his 


d5 
his Ballance. God will accept and 2 Cor.8.12, 
reward accordin? to what a Man has, 

and not according to what be has not. 

He that improves but two "Ta- 

lents with his beſt skill and dili- 

gence, ſhall have a greater Re- 

ward than another that had ten 
| Talents, and was remils and lets 

careful ro employ them tor his 
, Maſter's profit. "Ihe Rule will 
|  beexadtly obſerved, He that ſows 
bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully ; 
| and he that ſows ſparingly, ſhall reap 
ſparinghy. 

And if God will be thus im- 
parcial in rewarding the Saints, 
much more in puniſhing the 
Wicked. For the: remuneration 
of our Duty is the effect of his 
| molt free Favour; but the re-' 
"|. compences of Sin are due, and 
decreed by Jultice, in Number, 
Weight, and Meaſure. The le- 
verity of the {ence will be in pro- 

| Et: 19 Portions, 
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portion, as Mens Sins have been 
more numerous and heinous. Al- 
tho' all the Damned {hall be e- 
qually miferable in diſpair, all 
broken on an endleſs Wheel, yer 
the degrees of their Torment are 
difterent. Sins of Ignorance are 
extenuated in compariſon of Re- 
bellious Sins againſt knowledge. 
1hefrſt are like a Servant's dath- 
ing againlt his Maſter in the dark; 
the other like the inſolent ſtriking 
of him in the light : And as they 
Incur greater Guilt, will expoſe 
to greater Puniſhment. Accord- 
ingly our Saviour predicts, that 
the Servant which knew his Lord's 
Wil, and prepared -not bimſelf, neither 
aid according to-his Will, ſhall be bea-\ 
ten with many ſtripes, But he that. 
knew not, and did commit thmgs wor- 


thy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few 
ftripes. UnaCive Knowledge 1s 


worle than Ig- orance. For this 
reaſon 


- 3 
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reaſon the caſe of Heathens wil be 
more tolerable than of the Jews : 
for tho' ſome natural Principles 
were ſtrong and quick in their 
minds, that made them lenlible 
of their duty and danger, vet they 
were not lo clear and pertect as 


the Law delivered by Moſes. 


Thole Sins that were infirmiries 
in a Pagan, were prelumptuons 
ina Jew. And the cale of the Jews 
will be more tolerable than of 
diſobedient Chriſtians, who enjoy 
the Goſpel leſs charged with Ce- 
remonies, and more abundant in 
Grace than the Molaical Dilpen- 
ſation. Thole that have ler be- 
fore them the Life of Chriſt, the 
Model of all Perfe&tion, that are 
excited by ſuch lowd Calls to flee 
rom the Wrath to come, and yet are 
deaf and regardleſs to the Com- 
mands, nay to the melting Invi- 
tations and precious Promiles of 


T4 the 
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the Goſpel, ſhall have a more in- 
rolerable Judgment than the moſt 
guilty Sinners,even the Sodomites 
and "AF: that were ſtrangers 
to it. The precious Blood of che 
Son of God ' deljifnd; induces a 
Crimſon Guilt. And as Sins are 
committed with pride and plea- 
ſure, with eager appetite and ob- 
ſinacy,the revenge of Juſtice will 
be more heavy upon Perſons. 
More particularly,Sivs of con- 
ſequence, whereby others are 
drawn to Sin, will heighten the 
Guilt, and the retribution of Ju- 
tice wal be to every Man accord- 
ing to his ways, and according to the 


Jer. I7. 10. fruit of f his doings. 


This will principally concern 
Superiours 1 in eminency of place, 
w hole dignity has 2 always 2 Con- 
comirant proportion of Duty. 
Their vicious Actions are Exam- 
Pies, and their Examples more. 
power- 


upon Eternal Judgment. 


TM 


powerful Rules than their Laws, 
and give countenance to others 
to lin licentiouſly, They ſm with 
an high Hand , and involve the 
ruine of innumerable perſons 
that depend upon them. As the 
Dragon in the Revelation, whoſe 
fall from Heaven drew a train of 
leſſer Stars with him. And all in- 
feriour Magiſtrates, who by per- 
{onal commiſſion, or partial con- 
nivance, encourage and harden 
others in Sin, and by their power 
diſcountenance ſerious Religion, 
and obſtru&t the progrels of ir, 
heap up Damnation to them- 
ſelves. 

And the Miniſters of the Word, 
who are obliged to watch for the 
Souls of Men ; and ſhould, like the 
Heavens, by their light, influence, 
and motion, their Do&rine and 
Lives, guide and quicken others 
in the ways of Holinels,it by their 

| | neg- 
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neglect and wickedneſs others are 
loſt for ever, their Account will 
be moſt heavy and undoing, 

Of this number are thoſe, who 
by their unholy Converſation 
weaken the Authority and Effica- 
cy of the Word, and more {uc- 
celsfully perſwade Men to do 
Evil, zhan by their Preaching to 
do well: for we are apt to take 
deeper impreſſion through the eye 
than through the ear, and to fol- 
low the Phyſician's Practice ra- 
ther than his Counſel. "Theſe pe- 
 riſh not alone in their Tniquity. And 
ſuch who are unfaithful Diſpen- 
' ſers of the Treaſures of their 
Lord, and by loole Doftrines 
corrupt the Minds of Men, to 
fancy a Mercy in God derogato- 
ry to his Holineſs, that altho they 
live indulgently in Sin, they may 
obtain an ealy Pardon and Hap- 
pinels ar laſt, And {uch who em- 


ploy 
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ploy their high Commiſſion for 
low and bale ends: Thole who 
inſtead of preaching Zeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified, the pure and la- 
ving Truths, derived from the 
Fountain of the Goſpel, entertain 
their hearers with flaſhy Conceits, 
and ſtudied Vanities, to give a re- 
liſh ro Curiofity, and to have the 
applauſe of Fools, and obſcure 
the native Majeſty of the Werd, 
enervate its force, and render it 
powerleſs to Conlcience. 


And thoſe who ſpend their zeal 


in things of no moment to Sal- 
vation,and letfly bitter Invectives 
againſt thoſe that diflent from 
them in unconcerning Matters, 
by which they harden Atheiſtical 
Scorners in vilifying the Ofhce of 
the Miniſtry as a Carnal invention, 
ſet up and uled for Secular ends ; 
and induce otiers to place Reli- 
gion in Formalities and ſlight co- 
lours 
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lours of it, as if Conformity to 
needlel(s Rites would exclude the 
defects of \ubſtanrial Holineſs. 

"Tis obſerv'd in- the Chaldee- 
Paraphrale, when God was inqui- 
ring of ( ain concerning Abel, that 
he charges him, The voice of thy 
Brother's Bloods cries unto me. As if 
Cain were a Murderer not of a 
{ingle Man only, bur of a nume- 
rous Race that might have de- 
{cended from his Brother. "Thus 
a wicked Miniſter will be charg'd 
not only for murdering himſelf, 
bur as many precious Souls as 
might have been converted and 
ſaved, it he had faithfully per- 
formed his Duty, 

And Parents that ſhould inſtil 
the Principles of Godlinels into 
their Children in their early age, 
and ſeaſon their minds with the 
knowledge of the Divine Laws, 
tro regulare their Lives, and-make 

7 . them 
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them ſenſible of their Obligati- 
ons to obey them, that ſhould re- 
commend Religion ro their Af- 
fections by an holy and heavenly 
Converſation, it by the neglect 
of their Duty their Children are 
_ expoled as a prey to the Temp- 
ter, and ruin'd for ever, it will 
enhance their laſt Reckoning, and 
encreale the ſcore of their Guilts 
beyond expreſiion. : 

And Maſters of Families, and 
all others that have authority and 
advantage to prelerve or reform 
from evil thole that are commir- 
ted to their Care, and to inſtruct 
and command them to do what 
is pleaſing tro God and profitable 
to their Souls, will be ſadly ac- 
countable for thole thar periſh by 
their neglect. 

In ſhort, v e lee by common 
experience, that Company. and 
- mutual Conſent is a uſual Motive 
to 
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to Sin ; and many perſons that a- 
lone would with abhorrence re- 
ject ſome Temptations, yer are 
lociably finful. Now all thoſe 
wio by excitation or example, 
lead others to deſtruction, as they 
are firſt in Sin, will be chief in 
the Puniſhment. - We reade in 
the Parable of the rich Voluptu- 
ary, that beiag in Hell, he deftired 
Likg 16.28, a Mcflenger might be dilpatch'd 
from the Dead to warn his Bre- 
thren, leſt they ſhould come to 
that place of Torment. Is there 
ſuch Chariry in Hell co the Souls 
[| Nor 0744 of ochers? || No, that Farnace al- 
> % pk ways burns with its proper flames, 
21 targitur there is not a {park of that Divine 
= # $5 Fire there. But remembring how 
ſus tormenta guilty he had been of their Sins, 
ex confortio tered that his Torments would 
fratrum 4: ; : 
zeantur, be encrealed by their coming thi- 
Bragen. ther. Society in endlels Sorrows 
does not divide bur reflect them. 
B Now. 
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Now if Damnation for Sin be 
ſuch a Miſery as is expreſt in the 
Scripture by the moſt violent Fi- 
gures and words of the heavieſt 
fignification ; if all the poſſible 
Tortures ſuffered here are but a 
Lenitive to the preparations of 
Wrath in Hell, how milerable 
ſhall thoſe be, who, as if a fingle 
Damnation were a light matter, 
" do not only commit Sin in their 
own perſons, but are in combi- 
nation with Satan to corrupt and 
deliroy others, and multiply the 
{ſentences of Damnation againſt 
themſelves 2 Thele treaſure up 
Wrath againſt the day of Wrath. 

Briefly, the whole Proceſs of 
that Day, the Arraignment and 
Sentence are {o ordered, as to 
clear the Judge , and confound 
the Guilty. God will be juſtified in 
hes Sentence, and overcome when he 
Judgeth. | 

I 
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I ſhall now come to apply this 
great Doctrine. 

1. Let us from what has been 
dilſcours'd of Judgment ro come, 
be excited to confirm our Faith in 
this great and uleful Doctrine; 
and by ſerious and frequent 
thoughts to apply it to our ſelves. 
Some within the Church have on- 
ly a {uperficial belief of this, as 
a point of the Religion where- 
in they were educated, but carnal 
Afﬀections, Fear, Hope, Love, and 
Deſire, controul their Aflent, as 
to its operation upon them. They 
believe in the general that God is 
the Judge and Rewarder of our 
Actions, and in the ablence of 
temptation relolve to obey him : 
| but when a ſtrong Tryal comes 
from ſome temporal Good or E- 
vil that is preſent, their Faith is 
negligent, and unactive to keep 
them from Sin. Now to make 
OUL 
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our Faith, powerful, we muſt, 

64 ba 4 4 2 $nt4 eiigta, "mn F755 
Firſt!.confirm it by convincing 

Arguments, that .it may be aq 

undoubted. Aſlurance, a certain 

FE, SON ge Ved 11S SIE 422 f2.'t] 

Light, dire&tive and per{wafive 


£ bt 


| be comprehended by our narrow 
Minds : bur Reaſon,tho darkned, 
ſees the 1 

ment, -: Nature and Scripture te- 
ſtify there is a God, and thathe 
has a Right, and Power, and Will 
to dil ribute the rewards of Ver- 
fue, and, the penalties of Vice to 
his Subjets. To deny this, is 
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direaly againſt the 'imiplanted' 
Notion of the Deity inthe heart. 
There is 'a real difference betweetr 
Moral Good' and Evil, . not de- 
pending upon Opinion, but ari- 
ſing from the inimutable nature 
of things, and the eternat Law of 
God. Otherwiſe, conſidered in'ir 
ſelf, it were.no' riiore faulty to 
murder a-Parent, tharito' kill a 
Fly; nor to rob a Travellor,than 
to chaſe a Deet. But the-Conſci- 


& 
| 


enceof the moftprofiigate wretch 


Aﬀetd- 
on. "The diſpoſition and admi. 
rable order of the World in its 
various parts; aid the viciſfitude 
of Seaſons, declare to the obſer- 
ing Mind, that a moſt wiſe,good, 
and powerful God' governs and 
preſerves all things by his vigo- 
rous Influence, .And can'it be that 
the Divine Providence; ſo viſibly 
wiſe and good in regulating the 


would ſtartle at ſuch: 


, courſe . 
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conrle of/Natare, ſhould' be de- 
feRive towards: Man, the moſt 
noble parc of the Wola ? And 
catE it be/extended'ro' humane af- 
fairs; ifthere'be no other thanthe 

ent ſtare, wherein the Righre- 
ons/ato afflidted, and the Wie ked 

x 2: :whete Sins of the deep- 

eſbſtzin/ 2nd' the lowdeſt cty are - 
unpanifh'd'; andthe fablime and 
tri hervick Verties 'ar@ tinre- 


| warded' ? nay, where Vice receives 


the natural reward of Vertne, 
Honofr ai@Peliciry, and Vertne 
chejuſt wapes' of Vice, Difgrace 
and Suffetings. Tis neceſſary 
therefore we, ichers be a fucure 
ſtare; afrid'a righteous diſtribution 
of ewvards; actording ro the good 
and evil of Men's Actions here. 
-» The Heathens diſguiled this 
texfibte Truth under the Fiftions 


ofthe Infernal Judges, Minos, and. 


Auden, and Facus. And che- 
G g 2 Furies 
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- Furies and Vultures ,- and fiery. 


mented the Wicked: in the next- 
World, diſcover what apprehen-; 


Teſtimonium 
anime natu- 


ftiana. Tert. $9, and the puniſhment. that cer-- 
 tainly attended it. ' The Guilty, 
would fain be freed from the ter-; 
rours of it,” and ftrangle Conlci-; 
ence, . that, is boutnd-over to give; 
Teſtimwny in the Day of Judg-; 
ment, that. they may lin without 
{cruples. Byt tho Fear be. a trou- 
bleſomny and. involuntary. Paſſion, - 
they.cannot.otally, extinguiſh the; 
' internal ſenſe and preſages of fu-: 
tare Judgment;.. but as-the-moti-- 
ons of Courage came; upþn Samp-: 
ſon at times; ſo Canlcience: awar, 
| kened. by ſharp AfMictions,, by. 
ludden Dangers, and the approa- 
ches of Death, makes-a ſad de-; 
duction of paſt Sins, and fore- 
calts cruel things. - It cites thes 
Offen- 


Lake, which they Os tor-: 


raliter Chri- {10ns | they had of the _deſert of = 
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Offender \before the enlightened 
_ Tribunal of Heaven , {courges 

with remorſe, and njakes him 
feel even here the ſtrokes of Hell. 
Tho' the Sin be ſecret, and the 
guilty Perſon powerful, not with- 
in the cognizance or reach of hu- 
mane Juſtice, yer Conſcience has 
a'Rack within, and cauſes pain 
and anxiety, by fearful expectati- 
ons of Judgment to come. 

And Divine Revelation is molt 
expreſs in declaring this great 
Truth. The Light of Faith is 
more clear and certain from the 
infallible Word of God, than the. 
Light of Reaſon. Before the 
Flood, Enoch in the early Age of 


the World foretold it; Behold, the Fude 14,15, 


Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his 
Saints, to execute Judgment upon all. 
. Solonion under the Law repeats 


this Do&rine j that every ſecret Eccleſ. { % 


| thinz ſhall be brought into Judament, 
Gs 3 Whe- 


—— 


whether good or evil, jAnd (Gad 
himſelf. ſpeaks .in the {yþlimeſt 
Rile of 'Majeſty, and ſwears, by 
himſelf, for QUr farmer beliet, As 
Ifa. 45. 23. T live, ſaith the Lord,every Knee ſhall 
bow to me, and every Tongue confeſs 

zo God, the glory of his Juſtice. 
From-whence the Apoſtle infers, 

Rom. 14. ſo then every one of us ſhall: give, at 
10,11. account to God for himſelf. -Inithe 
Mat.13- 42 Goſpel we have diftinaly deſeri- 
fe - 23- bed the Perſon of the Judge, /the 
Et glorious Attendants of his Com- 
ing, and the manner{of his-pro- 

ceedings in that Day. Now the 

An v8 ex- Many; Predictions in Scripture {0 
tribuit obs yiſhbly accompliſh'd in.the Per- 
mmrAget ſon of Jeſus Chriſt, and by him, 
de ſclo die give infallible aflurance, that-all 
Juaxcis 105 his Promilesand Threataings are 
| Aug. -— rh certain, and {ſhall be ful- 


Pp; 


filled. - As ſure as. our Saviour is 
come in his humble ſtate, and has 
accompliſh'd -the .Prophecies;of 
WD 43 = 3 


CRIT 


A Ee Re takts; F,52Y SE il rei 
FLY x . 2x FN % TRIO es 7 nt” un a dw es Ts WEE E as 
*. . . CEMEEY . x.” 
CH g 2 ; s 
- -. is þ \ * # % 
o 


his Sufferings, he will come in his 


[ 


Glory ©o Jugg che World. 

2. That, the: belief of eternal 
Judgment ,may be powerful in 
our hearts and lives, it muſt be 
actuated by frequent and ſeripus 
thoughts. Faith gives .life and 
efficacy to our.notions of eternal 
things, and Conſideration makes 
our Faith, efte&yal. As the natu- 
ral Life is preſerved by the a&ti- 
vity..of. the vital Principles, the 
Circulation of the Blood , . the 
draying.of the Breath, the moti- 
on of. the Pulle ; ſo the ſpiritual 
Lifeis, maintained by the exerciſe 
of Grace. The carnal Aﬀe&ions 
dare not .appear before Reaſon 
and Conſcience, when awakened 

by the ſerious believing Copfide- 
ration of eternal Judgment. The 
Evangeliſts relate, that when our 
Saviqur was aſleep in the Ship, 'a 
ſydden Tempeſt aroſe that was 
Gg 4  like- 
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likely to over-ſet it in the Sea : 
but awakened by the cry of his 
Diſciples, Lord, ſave us, we periſh ; 
he preſently rebuked the Wind, and 
a Calm enſued. "Thus whilſt the 
habit of Faith js aſleep in the Soul, 
there will be great danger from 
the concurrent violence of Tem- 
ptations and Corruprions:; - but 
when'tis awakened by lively and 
powerful thoughts, it does Mira- 
cles in ſubduing the ftrongeft | 
Luſts. *Tis monſtrous and be- {| 
yond all belief, did-not ſenſible | 
. experience make it evident, that 
notwichſtanding the minds of 
Men are convinc'd of the certain- 
ty of the Divine Judgment,” and 
the Recompenſes that immediat- 
ly follow, ' yet their Wills remain 
unconverted, and their Aﬀections 
cold and unaftive in their prepa- | 
rations for it: That ſuch num- 
bers who have fo much Chriſtia- 
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Wo aſew Eternal Judgment. 
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nity as to' believe'that an irrevo- 
cable Doom will paſs -upon the 
-Wicked, and ſo little Chriſtiani- 
ty, that they cannot juſtly hope 

to eſcape from ir, yet are lo care- 
leſs\of their Duty, nay joyful in 
their {inful courſes, as it Judg- 
ment were. a. dreadleſs thing. 
What is the cauſe of this prodigi- 


.ous ſecurity ? *Tis the neglect of | 


conſidering, that we muſt all appear 
before the Judgmient-Seat of Chriſt, to 
receive according to the things done in 
the body, whether good or evil. 
Theirſenſes' and faculties are 


ſoimployed abroad in the World, - 


they have neither: leiſure nor de- 
ſire to think ſeriouſly of it. Their 
hearts are ſo xaviſht with dreams 
of ſenſuality, and engaged in ter- 
rene affairs, that they are very a- 
verſe from exerciſing their minds 
upon ſuch diſpleaſing objects. 
*L. have read of an excellent 
| Preacher, 


, 
+34 p \ 
"4 þ \ g % | ( h VOL” * , : WR by” ds 
IO IET OP ONIONS OP pray * > ' 9" AIR ETET 40S 19 ors 


We 


\ 4 Do ; a) > f Ea Ge L ; MS 146 Wa NE AY "IE 
- oy tak: . . ' ' , 
ys ce > ay ds 2 . - m_— » - Rt. an 8 , 
* - hn, wy CEA Y bs 
5 * : 
v9 #71 & 4 M.0 'N 
\ l 
C3 oy S *®s . I 4 " Y 4 
< " - 


-Preacher, thatin aSermon.delcri- 
'Terrors, withiluch ardent expref- 
fions, and thoſe animated with 
ſuch -an aftecing Voice, {uch an 
inflamed Countenance and Aci- 
on, that his .Hearers broke forth 
into paſſionate Crys, as i the Judg 
-bimlelt had heen;preſent to paſs 
-the final Sentence upon them. ;In 
the heighth. of .their Cemmotion 
the Pre:cher bid them ſtep their 
tears and paſſions, far he had one 
thing more to.add, the moſta{- 
Aictung and aftaniſhing Conſide- 
tation of all the reft, That with- 
inlefs than a quarter of an) hour, 
the memory and regard of that 
which {o tranſported them would 
vaniſh, and their aftetions return 
to carnal obje&s in their uſual - 
manner.  _' 

The;negleCt. of Conſideration 
makes eventhe.Dodrin of [Judg- 
neo: 1 | Rm 
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ment, to,came:to:be without. ef1- 
SAcye iis,neceflary therefore-that 
the belief of this be ſo firmly 
ſeated in;the hleart as.ics Throne, 
that. jt may eamand -the thoughts 
tobþe yeryattentiveto it, and:may 
have Regal power over our wills 


and aflefions, that our. lives may - 
be ordered according;coirsRules. 


_— 7 The:Conſfideration of Eter- 
nal-Judgment will ,vindicate the 
Broceedings of Divine Provi- 
gence; andihe-bonoyr of. God's 
governing his World, from the 


11mputations of Unrighteoulnels. 
God is provoked everyday, yet 


{pares; the Wicked, and-heaps an 
abundance: of \Favours. on them. 
His Patience ,3nd Goodneſs they 
prophanely abuſe, and become 
more obdyrate_ and inflexible. 


'They axe apt.to-blaſpheme the- 
Excellency gf-his Nature intheir Plal-14 7: 
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Hearts of the Sons of Men are- fully 


rant or careleſs2impotent” or tin- 


juſt, "They implicitly'deny his 


he does not obſerve their Sins, 


-and will not —_— an account 
e ' 


for them. Or elſe they interpret 
his Permiſſion to'be an Approba- 
tion of their Sins. Theſe things haſt 
thou done, and I kept -filence,, thou 
thoughteſt' I-was fuch- an” one, as thy 


ſelf. Thus the Heathens/ tranfs 


planted the Vices of Earth'to 
Heaven , and rep elented their 
Gods to be ſenſual, jealous, furi- 
ous as Men, and accordingly ex- 


petted an eaſy Abſolntion- for 


their Sins. Or elle the diſtance 
of Judgment to come'{o hardens 
them, that they hear God's 'Thun- 
der with leſs fear, than- Boys do 
their Squibs and-Crackers,” 'Be- 


cauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work 


# not ſpeedily executed, therefore the 


ſt 


—_ 


eons Judgment, 


ſyn dip ne i EF ut hoy de- 
ace is the ma Sinners ? 
a now ſeems,to _y at their Sins, Att 17. 30- 
buc-hath appointed: a day 0 of Ac- 
counts. 5 he ſuffers them to, live 
in. IG, erity g but they are reſerved 2 Pet. 2.4. 
- 24 of Judgment to be-pu ſh d, 
= poſiibly..looner : for ſome- 
times theyjare,cut off: by viſible 
vengeance, roconvince = World 
that, the. ſupream Judg does nor 
Fiſk wy Sword in-vain. But tho 'tis 
| d for, 2, tUme,;; et. heide- 
. NT 7 er: ah Fi lad #p in Deut.32. 34 
fare. with bm. 4 a up foes. \ owns” 
his Treafures,..: Þim belong! "s Ven- 
ance and Recompence. Hei 15a Taild 
dge now. and his Clemency 
urns hex theix, Puniſhmenc; - but 
ce will nor forget it, . He 
have the ſecure Sinner, -1 will [amor8.7 
reprove thee, jand; ſet thy Sins in order 
_ before thine ejes, . How will the 
ora obſtinate Sinner change 
com- 
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Jen 16xigh -& ale lean). | 
Art {of Siris 16/01 2etHble this 
Wo [+ riably Fries, ſhalP* ky. 
In” Battel; and th' fiery D 
Gti His rink Sol! Tet 
- - -- "will >e flubbort Atheifh, that" 
pleaſes RithfelP with'vaih imapis” 
nations of the Ettrnity':of | the 
World, and the Mortality of the? 
Soul, be confotitid&d- when: he 
feels the crack of Scripture: threads? 
rings; co his erertial ſortgw * hens - 
all their Ralleti SW will be. 'turt'd* 
#2-$0-41 _ Lathetifatie _ Tis TisnotfoP 
*Cun bee- Yan of poWer” har" God! ſpat 
te vinditam che ek ad, 'But* is Hoy 
T7 = Avwayes it BE Bah8S "2 5 
an” h6 can make the? 2s alle 
bn Ei ae as they are finfut whetr h p 
RY: "* (5. Tis not chroiigh! le eg 
& & (hs. Fuſtice, bucfor'rh "wife atid? 
holy Reaſons, 2h ext'n 
the aft: day "wheti + decitive ir-" 
reverſible Fiero fliafl be pro? 


nounc'd 


ikediarely in- 
T6 {ppon them before the” 

' World, Wheti an” Ator at 4 '> oor 
thens ſpoke with Admirarion' of %fouc 


Riches, as the moſt valtable' Ac- os ot —_ 


ruifitiow, and' of the” Felicity. 6 of Cum hi no- 


Gch Meir: the” People were ith ain Tre 


| an'Uproat at thie immiorality: of ge42 Euri- 
the' Speech , and' were ready. to pidis pre- 
chafe him' from the Stage. Biir —— 


thePoer himſelf appeared, ard ont Kyu pt 
defited* chem” co ftop* their Fur DN _ 
coll they faw' the' Cataſtrophe; the- Carmen con- 
witetched end* of that ſordid Mi. /mrexit uno 
ſex. Thus we ate apr to} accuſe? Exrigh 
the ways of Go# when” the Wie- des i# midi 


Red'flburiſh'; bur we ſhotil ſtop —_ of wa 
our rurivleuous thoughts, for their p peftarent, 
etid will abſolve' Divitie Provi- 947 ang. 
dence from all undue r efeRIONS Li 12 ggeror —_ | 
| upoii_the' accotitir” of heir! rethi- xi face- 
porat bappinefs. Eph. ry 
And te ſoutid belief of this 
will reQtfy all miſtaking” appre- 


henſ1ons, 
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=>— ay WE” acdear a pep 


Fake if we X75 the = | 
lieft Men as they are Sinners, their" 


 Afictions are ſo far from ble- 
miſhing the Juſtice of God, that 


they are the ſigns of his Mercy : 


for all is a Favour on this fide 
Hell co thoſe that deſerve it. Da- 


vid an excellent Saint, acknow- 
ledges the righteouſneſs of:God's 
Judgments with: reſpe& to him- 
(elf. - But when the Saints Tuffer 
for arighteous Caule, and.as the 


Pſalmift expreſles it, for th y ſake 
are we killed f, the. day long, andare 
counted. as Sheep for the ſlaughter ; 

- there 1s not .a;vilible correſpon- 


dency between the Providence of 


'God in his governing the World, 
and the unchangeable Rules. of 


Juſtice, that:thoſe-who' do. evil 
ſhould ſuffer evil, and thoſe "mp 
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do well ſhould be happy. As the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks to the perſecuted 
Chriſtians, 1c is a righteous thing 
with God to recompence 1ribulation to 
them that trouble you, and to you who 
are troubled reſt with #5, Now there 
1sa day coming, when the Perle- 
cutors {hall be punifh'd, and the 
Saints be rewarded for all their 
Sufferings , and the diſtribution 
of Recompences {hall be in the 
prelence of the World, for the 
glory of Divine Faſtice. For the 
diſtin&ion that is made berweert 
Men at Death is privare and pat- 
ticular, and not ſufficient for the 
honour of | God's Governnien*, 
But ac the laſt Day all Men thar 
have lived in feveral fuccefſions 
of Ages ſhall appear, and Juſtice 
have a folemn Procefs and Frt- 
tmph before Angels and Met. 
As ſome excellent Piece that'ts to 
be expos'd to publick view, is co- 
Hk vered 


———— 


2 Thelſ.6,7; 


LC "mh PIES © oi RE a 4 
oy 7. oo DI IS 3% Late > 7, < SIS. 9. 2s Wt 
S. YE SONS. OST" - % y T5 Y Son 7 Bs 
EIS ode de OE I . 
by. "v.7% YES Ie Mioes "_ £ 4 
” * 7 - 4 f oa 


LS FEISS 55-0 '# k 
” * ” C M ? . 5 w . 
, - w * - 
Ul ” 
4 uy had p 
- » < - - þ I i a ——_— oo . p 4 _ < ” 
” a- ” b ” 
"Ad ” 
+ k @'V . 
T % ro E % L %s 4 i: 


- ROM. 2: 7- 


vered with a Traverſe, to prevent 
the diſturbance in the working, 
and the diſcovery of the Work 


till brought to ſuch perfe&tion as 


will. ſurpriſe wich wonder thoſe 
that ſee it : So God is pleaſed ro 
cover his proceedings for a time, 
but in the laſt dzy there will be 
ſuch a Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God, that na who 
now doubt, or complain of his 
- Juſtice, {hall admire and adore 
i 

- 3. The belief of this Nodrine 
as It vindicates Divine Provi- 
-dence, fo 'tis powerful to-com- 
fort the Saints under Perſecutt- 
-ons for Righteoulnels ſake ; eſpe- 
cially when Innocence is-wound- 
-ed with {landerous Darts, and Ca- 
lumnies are joyned with-Cruel- 
ties, repreſenting them - as wor- 
thy of publick hatred. It-was one 
of. the-Subtile Artifices of Julian 
bene the 
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the Apoſtate, to mingle the Ima- 


ges of the Heathen Gods with 
thoſe of the Emperours, that the 
doing reverence (as the Chriſtians 
were commanded ) to all toge- 


ther, might imply a dereliction_ 


and renouncing of their Religion, 
and their Simplicity ſeem Impie- 


ty: or if,jealous of ſlipping from 
their profeſſion, they refuſed to do 
it, they might ſeem to deny the. 
expreſſions of honour due to their 


Emperours,, and be reputed to 
ſuffer not as Chriſtian Martyrs, 
but as Rebels. Bur the believing 
Conſideration of God's righteous 


Judgment will make them de-. 


{pile the Cenſures & Reproaches 
of . malicious Adverlaries. - With 
me, {aith the Apoſtle, it i a very 
ſmall thing that 1 ſhould be judged by 


Man's Judgment ; he that judgeth me 


i the Lord. The levereſt Cenlure 
was of no more weight compar'd 
| Hh 2 with 
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1 Cor.4« 
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with the approbation of God,than 

the lighteſt Feather that flies in: 

the Air, put in the Scales againft 

the Globe of the Earth. The afſu- 
Inter Tudi- Tance of a righteous Caule, and a 
91 ji x5 righteous Judg, will preſervean 
44 ung inward and joyful tranquillity of 
oli timere Soul inthe midſt of all the Storms 
*x.g oo of Reproach and Scandalous Im- 
© putations; like the calmnels of a 
Haven waen the Sea is tempeſtu- 

ous without, And this will for- 

tify Believers to bear with an in- 

vincible courage all the violence 

that is offered to them for their 

fidelity ro God. All the wrongs 

and injuries they endure, ſhall be 

redreſt with infinite advantage. 

The extreameſt Evils 'to which 

they are expoled for Chriſt, are 

like the Chariots of Fire {ent from 

God, not to conſume but conduct 

Elias in traumph into the higheſt 

Heaven. - - God will give then 

preſent 


tpor Epernal Judgment. 


_ preſent Support, inward Conlo- 
lations, and a future Crown. 
There is an appointed day when 
opprefled Innocence {hall obtain 
the noblelk Victory ;and diſgraced 
Godlinels the moſt publick and 
higheſt Honour. The Faith of /t- 
cere Chriſtians ſhall be found to praiſe 


IF 3 


and glory; They may lufter under 


the tyranny of Time, bur (hall 
reign in the Kingdom of Erexnij- 
ty: The belief of this; when firm- 
ly zadicated. in the heart, is fo 
powerful: 4s-ro make-them glory 
#n the ſharpeſt Tribulations, and joy- 
fully triumph over Satan, wich-bis 
perverted malignant World. Can- 
tando rumpitur Anguis. But alas, 
the Sin, and a grear'part of the 
trouble of the Saints, ariſes from 
their weakneſs of Faith, and noc 
patient waiting for the Day of 
. the Lord. When heayy Perle- 
cutions and- great Diltrefles arg 
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continued by the reſtleſs Advey- 


ſaries,they are apt through impa- 
tience and inſtability of mind, to 
be full of ſorrowful Complaints 
that God delayes their particular 
Deliverance. ' And as ſometimes 
the Clock out-runs the motion of 
the Sun,thart is the true meaſure of 
Time, ſo their haſty deſires pre- 
vent the eternal Counſel of bis Will, 
that has determined the period 'of 


the Miſeries of his People, and of 
the Proſperity of the Wicked in 


the htteſt time. And that he ſu- 
ſpends his glorious Coming to 


judg the World in Righteoulneſs, 


diſcourageth weaker Chriſtians, 
and makes them ready to faint in 
the day of Adverſity. But the Lord is 
not ſlack in performing bis Promiſe, 
as Men count ſlackneſs. "There 1s 
not the leaſt reaſon to queſtion 


| his Fidelity and Power, or to fu- . 


Ipect his Love and Remembrance 


of. 
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of his People. And as the Stars 
of Heaven enlighten \ the Earth, 
but the Candles on Earth cannot 
enlighten the Heavens : ſo the 
Wiſdom of: God's Counſel and 
Providence {hould dire& us pa- 
tiently ro- expect his appointed 
time, but"our'plimmering reaſon 
cxftiibe dire& him. | 
4. The ſerious belief of future 
Judgment is the molt effectual. 
j reſtraint from [ecret Sins. Men 
are apt to encourage themlelves 
in evil upon the account of ſ{ecre- 
cy: 'tis the uſual tinder of Tem-. 
ations. If {olitude and ſilence, 
if. the darknels of the night, or 
any diſguiſes may conceal their 
Wickednels from humane Eyes, 
they are bold and fecure as to 
. God. The Pſalmiſt declares whar - 
is-the inward principle that acts: 
them, what is the language of ; 
cheir- heares : : All the workers of bj- PAa' 94+ 5.6, V 
OLE H h 4 quity . 
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quity boaſt themſelves, they ſay, The 
Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God 
of Jacob regard it. But O the bru- 
tiſh folly of Men, to think, that 
becauſe they do not lee-God, thar 
he does not ſee them, As if one 
ſhould ſhut his Eyes in the face 
of the Sun, and dq ſome foul a- 
bominable thing, thinking him- * 
ſelf to be unſeen, becauſe he ſees 
no perſon. How vain is the im- 
pure diligence of the Adulterer, 
the crafty diligence of the Decei- 
ver, the ſollicitous diligence of 
other Sinners to hide things from 


the Judge of all? Shall nat God 


| ſearch it out, for be knows the very 


ſecrets of the heart * What a con- 
founding diſcovery will be made 
of ſecret Wickednels at the laſt 
day ?. Here obſcurity is the mask 
of Shame that conceals it from 
che World. Or if only Children 
and Fools that are not capable rg 


jugg 
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judg of the indecency and turpi- 
rude of Actions, be Spectators, 
Men are not touch'd with ſhame 
for foul things. Bur then their 
Wickedneſs ſhall be diſplayed be- 
fore God, the holy Angels and 
Saints. "The aQual belief of this 
would deprive Satan of one of his 
reateſt Advantages, and be a 
bleſſed Preſervative from many 
Sins that allure the conſent by the 
remptation of ſecrecy. A conſi- 
dering Chriſtian will reje& them 
with indignation, ſaying with Jo- 
feph, How can I do this great Wicked- 
neſs, and ſm againſt God * The Sins 
undiſcovered and unpunifh'd by 
temporal Tribunals, ſhall then 
receive a juſt recompence, 

5- The remembrance of thar 
ſtri&t Judgment, is the moſt natu- 
ral and powerful remedy againſt | 
ſenſual "Temptations that ſo eaſt- 
ly inſtquate and engage the hearts 


of 


SERMONS 


Eccleſ. 11. 


of Men. ' S. Peter reckoning up 
the Heathen Sins, Liſeiviuſufe 
Luſts,exceſs of Wine, Revellings, and 
abominable Idolatries, tells the Chri- 
ſtians, chat the Gentiles thought 'it 
ſtrange that they did not run'with them 
to the ſame exceſs of riot. As the | 


_ Diſciples when our Saviour walkt- 


upon the Waters, thought he had 
been a Spirit, judging that no real 
Body could tread'on them with- 
out {inking”: thus Men are apt to 
think it impoſſible to'reſtrain their 
carnal appetites when allured by - 
pleaſing objects. Bur the belief 
of the Terrors of the Lord, will 


damp the ſenſual afkeftions when 


moſt ſtrongly enclin'd to forbid- 
den things, and extinguiſh de- 
light in'Sin : for delight and fear 
are inconſiſtent. Therefore the 
wiſe Preacher gives this Counſel, 
Repoice O young Man in thy youth, and 
Jet thy heart chear thee in the days of 
were th 
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thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy 
heart, and ſight of thine eyes : but 


"know thou for all theſe things God will 


bring thee to Judgment. "This will 
change the apprehenſions of the 
mind, and alter the taſte of the 
appetite, and make rhe moſt en- 
ticing and irreſiſtible Luſts, the 
objects of our greateſt deteſta- 


tion. 


6. The conſideration that the 
Son of God, clothed with our na- 


ture, ſhall judg the World, affords 
frong Conſolation to his People, arid 


15 a motive of great terror to the 
Wicked. How comfortable is it 
to his People that he who loved 
them above his Life, and was 


. «their Redeemer on the Croſs, ſhal 
-be their Judg on the Throne ? . 


Fle ts the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, yeſterday, 


to day, and for ever ;, the ſame in- 


dulgent Saviour, in the exaltation | 
"of his Glory, as when under {ut- - 


 ferings, 


—— — 
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ferings, reproach and ſhame. He 


is deſcribed in that glorious Ap- 


TC ER-22. 2. 


pearance, by the conjundt Titles 
of his Majeſty and Power, The 
Great God,' and of bis Compaſſ- 


on and Mercy, Our Saviour, to ſig- 


nify his Ability and Aﬀection to 
make them "happy. | When he 


comes with a heavenly Train of 


Angels to Judgmenr, he will be 
as tender of his Servants, as when 
he ſuffered for them in his hum- 
ble ſtate. He thar paid their Debt, 
and {eal'd their Pardon: with his 
own Blood, will certainly publiſh 


the Acquittance. How 1s it pof- 


ſible he ſhould condemn. thoſe 
for whom: he died, and who ap- 
pear with the impreſſions of hits 


. -reconciling Blood upon them!? 


diſpoſe their ſtates for ever ? that 


How reviving is it that Chriſt, 


whoſe Glory was the end and 


perfection: of their Lives, ſhall 
he 


upon- Eternal Judgment. 


he, who eſteems every a& of their 
Charity and Kindneſs done to his 
Servants as done to himſelf, ſhall 
diſpenſe the bleſſed Reward? Then 


the King will ſay to them plac'don bis Mat. 25, 


right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther , mberit the. Kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation f the 
World. O the tranſports of joy 
to hear thoſe words from his Life- 
breathing Lips ! The Propher 
breaks forth in an Extacy, How 
beautiful are the feet of the Meſſen- 
gers of Peace, thoſe that bring glad- 
. tidings of Salvation * but how much 
more beautiful is the face of the Au- 
thor of our Peace and Salvation ? O 
how full of Serenity, and Cle- 
 mency, andGlory ! —The expe- 
Ration of this makes them l1an- 
outſh with ' impatience . for his 
Coming. Tho the Preparations 
of that Day are ſodreadful,when 


Moon 


the Sun fhall be darkned, and the 49; ,, 
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Hoon turned into Blood, and the 
Stars fall like leaves in Autumn, 
yer 'tis ſtiled a Day of Refreſhment 
to the Saints.” But how dreadful. 
will his Coming in Majeſty to 
Judgment be to the Wicked ! They 
ſhall ſee him whom they have pierced, 


Videtis wul- 


mera que £71- 


flixiftis, ag- and with bitter lamentation re- 


tis | Th” 
. - py member the indignities offered to 
ftis; quoniam him, What Excules can they al- 


& per vos,et 1: 
al 9% ledg, why they did not believe 


apertum eſt, 2nd obey the Goſpel ? Our Savi- 


nec inrare our revealed high Myſteries, but 
wy os. confirm'd them with great Mira- 
cles. He requir'd ſtrict Holineſs, 

but offer'd divine Grace to enable 

*. Mento do his Will. He poured: 

forth his Spirit upon them, bur their 

hearts were as hard as the Rocks, 

and as barren as the Sands. Then 

he will reproach them for their. 
undervaluing negle& of the great" 
Salvation, {o dearly purchaſed, and; 


ſo freely and earneſtly offered ta; 
may. them: 
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them': for their obſfinacy, that the 
Purple ſtreams that flow'd from 
his Crucified Body, that.all the 
Sorrows and Agonies of-his/Soul 
| were. not effeual Perſwaſives to 
make them forlake their Sins : 
for their preferring the Bramble to 
reign over them, Satan the De- 
ſtroyer of Souls, and ungrateful. 
rejetting the true Vine, the bleſſed 
Saviour, who by ſo many mira- 
culous mercies {ollicited their love 
and deſerved their ſervice.; this 
will make the ſentence as jult as 
terrible ,, and the more terrible 
becauſe juft. This will exaſpe- 
_ratethe anguiſh, that the Goſpel 
ſhall be a /avour of Death to them 
and the bleſled Redeemer pro- 
* nounce them curſed, and diſpatch 

them to everlaſting Fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels for eyer. 
The Judgment of the Redeemer 
_ will be more heavy than that of 


IST + tha 
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the Creator. For all the riches of 
his goodneſs which they deſpiſed, 
{hall be the meaſure of their guilt 
and woes. All the means of Grace 
uſed for their converſion, but fru- 
ſtrated by their perverſneſs, ſhall 
riſe up in Judgment againſt them. 
Juſtice will revenge the abule of 
Mercy. -Dothey hope to often 
the Judg by Subruifſions and De- 
precations ? alas, he will be in- 
flexible to all their Prayers and 
Tears. The Lamb will be then 
a Lion arm'd with terrours for 
their deſtru&tion. Or can they ap- 
peal to an higher Court to mi- 
tigate or reverſe the Sentence ? 
No,his Authority is fupream, and 
confirm'd by the immutable Oath: 
of God. Or, do they think co re- 
fiſt the execution of the ſentence? 
Deſperate Folly! The Angels, 
notwithſtanding their mumbets 
and ſtrength, could not for a mo- 


— Fail "Bernal Aulhmne; 


v_ | £3 Sea. Hoe. I 


| -ment aſcape his. revenging hand 
| <FhewholeWorldot Sinners is of 
l -no more force againſt his Wrarh, _ 
-than theligh edu pativt a whirh- 
wind, ws. PTE: againſt de- 
-vouring Fire. Or. do: they think 
- by a ſtubborn Spiric ro.endure it ? 
$ _ Self-deceiving 'Wretches ! . If the 
JF. correction of his Children here, 
Þ#--- - thoallayed; andfortheir: amend- 
J. mient;,maketheir beavity and ftrength 
= conſume away.as a math, how inlup- 
portable will: the Vengeance be 
on his obſtinate Enemies 2 Who 
' | © knows the power of his Anger * who 
| can found .the depths of his dif 
| pleaſure ? 
f <7 De Conſideration of eters 
| - - nal Judgment ſhould bea power- 
ful Incentive to prepare our ſelves 
for it: | *Fis the Inference the 
{ =; miakes from the certainty 
our appearing before the righ- 
he Judge, WH herefore We labou# Z Cor. F- Je! 
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that whether:preſent ,or-abſews, inthis 
or the nextlife, we may' be accepted 
2 Cor. 5. 9.:0f him. "This was his: great;:De- 
-ign, his chief-Care; his Duty aad 
his Glory: Never did'any perſan - 
-more ardently alpire, and: ambi- _ 
'riouſly endeavour forthe obtain- © 
ing a Kingdom, thanhe did to ſe- 
.cure his own Acceptance with 
-the Lord. In order to this I will 
lay down the Rules of 'our Ac- 
ceptance in that Day, and con- 
clude the Argument... © | 
1. Unfained Faith inthe Lord 
Jeſus is abſolutely neceſlary, that 
we maybe accepted. This is ſuch 
2 belief of his all-ſufficient:Merits, 
and his merciful inclination to 
ſave us, that the guilty and elf- 
condemned-Sinner entirely con- 
ſents to the terms off the Goſpel, 
as well as tc the priviledges > ; it 


— 


with a reliance upon his Merits, 
and a xeſolution to-obey his Pre- 
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ogg Prieſt as IT one, 4 
anda Savieur, and ſomuſt 
knowl deed ang received. 
bs n,thi his pr his'Righte- 
$18 fxeely imputed to us for 
| oe Juſtification unco Life, wich- 
ut: w! ich we mult periſh in our 
Sins. For, A 
1.. The beſt Gaines are ouilry 
and deeply obnoxiousro the Lay, 
ng the. Judgment of God is inva- 
riably . according [7y Truth ; ſo 
: Ppearing in their Sins, they 
will be. caſt for ever.. God $.Exi- 
buoal, Jike that of the ſevere 
Roman, Judg, is Reorum Scopulus, 
a Rock that daſhes in Pleces all 
the Guilty, that come to it. There- 
fore the Pſalmit ſo. earneſtly de- 
Precates , Enter not into Judgment 
oy th Yy Servant, 0 wo WT in thy 


& % & * 


lis own 


SER M'0N'S 
own righteoulneſs, that he may 
be entirely coyered with therigh- 
 teouſnefs of Chriſt, and renioun- 
ces all things, that be may be found 
in him as his Surety in that Day of 
Accounts, and obtain Pardon by 
virtue of his Satisfa&tion for Sin. 
We cannot perte&tly obey: the 
Commands, nor appeaſe the Diſ- 
pleaſure of God : but the expia- 
rory Sacrifice of Chrift propitiats 
the Divine Juſtice. This alone 
can make us ſtand in Judgment 
before the fiery Law, and the fiery 
Tribunal %, andthe Jude who #5 4 Cont- 
ſuming Fire, to all the Guilty thac 
appear in their Sins before him. 
The Blood of the Mediator has 
ſprinkled the Throne of God in 
Heaven, and our Conſciences be- 
ing ſprinkled'with it by a purify- 
ing Faith, we may appear before 
God the Judg of all with an hum- 
ble confidence, and enter into the 


Holy 


upon; Eternal Judgment. 


. 
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loly of Holies, the Celeſtial Sans 
tuary:with joy, 

©:2- Not only che pardon of our 
Sins, :buc the acceprance and re- 
warding of our ſervices with eter- 
nal Glory is upon the account of 
our. Saviour's compleat Righte- 


oulneſs. There are defilements 


in the perſons, and defedts in the 
works of the Saints, Their moſt 
of um 'd. by the Incence of his 

aterceſſion,and ſo become grate- 


ful ro God. Our beſt Vertues are 
mix'd and ſhadowed with imper- 


teciqns ; bur in him all Graces 


were conſpicuous jn their con- 
ſummarte. degrees, Our Obedi- 


ence, luppohng it perfect, is of nq 


deſert-: When we haye done all, we 
are. unprofitable Servants : but his 


- Obedience was infinitely merita- 


rious. by the union of the Deiry 


with bis humane Nature, and is 


I1 3 the 


hol .and fervent Prayers are Rey. 8.3. 


TTL 


the foniidirion of Hee 
Reward. Not that his Merjts'de. 
rive 4 value tobiir W6rksts make, 
them worthy” of eternal Toy 
as ſome noble Mitietat 3lifaled 
into Water, that is in it [elf with" 
out taſte or. efficacy, | nh ita me- 
dicinal tinfture an virtue ; for - 
this is impoſſible, ſince the ini 
Dignity of his PLES Arid his, 
moſt perfect habitux Taba bor 
Holineſs, that, are the fo Gln 
and reaſons of his Metits,. SEN 
communicable to aur perfor and 
works. For chis wob | HORSE 
equal ro out” Sdvieur, 'and Git 
works to be divine PS "But the 
a&tive and paſſive Righteoy 
of Chrift is (o' ſaris 
meritorious, that God 1 is pleaſed 
graciouſly to reward” With the 
Crown of Life the mean ſervices 
of thoſe who are by : A lively and. 
purſying Fat Fairh united to him, * 
; 2. Sincere 
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2151: SHY 3TLC CT bedience, thar Is, 
anunif6ror and -ontire. relpe&t te 


albche:Cbmmands of: God, will 
Aone ib&:accepted in that day; 
for” his-.Aurhority- runs through 
all; :and binds them: on the Con+ 
ſcience. D avid bad this; Teſtimony 
from Godrhimfelt, that:he was 4 
Man aftee bis oa heart; qhat fulfalled 
all bis Will-\fAmd St. :Jobit refers the 
decifiowofcour fate tothis, - If our 
bearts condenin us of j anyallowed 2 John 3, 
Sin of omiſſion or: commiſion, **** 
much\moreiGod will; who 15 greater 
than our hearts, and kriows all things, 
But if theilluminated render Con- 
ſcierice condemns us not of inſin- 
ceriry, 16: have confidence towards 
God, that he will ſpare and accepr 
us- notwithſtanding our trailties, 
and give free and ſafe accels-in- 
to his preſence. The lives of ma- 
ny-are chequer'd with a ſtrange 
diſparity; they are reitrain'd irom 

4 I14 _Jome 
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ſome Sinsof apparentadianſneſs, 
bur indulgent to others, they-are 

ſtrict ; in fome duties;; but: oOle, - 
and ſlack in others.;. asf - they 
hop'd by way of conimncationitg 
be accepted of God;::toexpiate __ 
their Delinquencies.in' bne kind. 
by ſuperecrogating;: in;.-another. 
Some are painted Phariſees: in the 
duties of: the firſt Table)ivery. ex- 
a&t in the formalities.of outward 
Devorions,” but groſs \Publicans 


_ jnthe duties of the-ltcand © care- 


leſs of 'Juftice and)Equity,'-and 
_ Charivy: ro Men: Orhers are: in 
appearance ftrialy:maral in the 
diſcharge of their-dutiesxo Men, 
and negligent of their obligations 
to God. Bur partial obedience can _ 
never endure the trial-of Conſci- 
ence,nuch leſs of God; Far what 
is the weak light of our 'minds, to 
the pure eyes of his Glory.? It 
will make us liable to inward 
| IC 
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| rebuke now, andto open confu- 
ſion, Fi the laſt. S. Dual $ rejoy - 


cing 4946 from. the Teſtimony y of bis 2 Cor.r. 12. 


Capſcience, that in (mplicity. qud godly 
Fm mh he we his converſation 1 94 the 
World: 'and {,- as he e expreſſes it-in 
another lace, i ji Was hh daily eX- 
exciſe. to have a Conſcience void of of- 
ſence t towards. (7 God, and towards: 4 en, 
Tho our cangqu veſt, 'of Sin. be noc 
_ complear, ye Fob reſolution: and 
endeavours mult be to mortify jc 
in.every. kind. Tho” our, gbedi- 
ence has not the pecdectivn, of de- 
grees, we mult be equal| ly regard- 
ing. che Divine Law. . If theze be 
arc ſecre favoured Sin either, of 
omiſſion ar commiſſion, it. will 
render our. Petitions unaccepta- 
ble;art the Throne af Grace; and 
our /Perſons at the Throne of 
_ Judgment ; If 1 regard Iniquity in 
my heart, the Lord will not bear my 
Proyer, The Law requires the | 
per- 
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the þ chalty without ey: or. Mii: 
tipo :\'the' Goſh bas not” 
lax'd the” Aidtagts of the” Eve 
$ tt Rule of Life, but as It 
TR 40 -4oh of "dba 
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by that gracious Covenahit; 

ne the L x Pf is a 
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4%, (age of Heh thrGrekt, 
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capabler to coriquer than to nica- 
ſure the Earth, ſo that tired wich 
the firſt Propofitions , he deſir'd 
- his Maſter ro make the Scheme 


quit 0-nibus rhore clear and plain,and eaſy ro 


eadem unt, þ; 
eque diffici- 
lia. Senec. 


: || To whom the Maſter re- 


bd, that the Theorems gf that 
$ . Scly 


_ fon} E ternal: Tag. 
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Scfthich: Were s equally difficult wo 


= and re quit” _4 the fanie; tet 


Th the” my of Mercy, te- 
| ited of all ſincett Saridtificati- 
Of "nd ſerious endeavotirs to per- 
ea Holineſs in the Fearof God, 

_ arid Withoutthis hone fill beex- 
| Ethy ted frorti Condemnition, - 
0 the ſi neetity of OB& iehce, 
I flatl add arfot reſtrain 'No- 
con of it as re re (pe 
The dities. of, 
outivard: cl itivward patt; and 
the one. withoiit. the other. is bat 


38's Catcafs without a quicknitig 


Soil Now thete will be dtvex- 
quilit Anatomy 'of the Tay in 
chat Judgment,” a diſcovery of all 
the Principles atid Motives by 
which Men were ated, atid then 
he thar is a Saint inwardly, i inthe 
Spirit, who with pure aims and 

holy : affeQions hath ſerved Nl 
| 1al 


efting Retipion, 
je confift, of an 


nay 
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ſhall have praiſe of kim. And.thoſe. | 
who. have us'd Gad to injoy the | 
orld, thac have aflumed pre-, 
 tences. of Piery for ſecularends, 
Galle reproyed.;, This will b 
a.cauſc of wonder in thar day, 
chat many who are .bighly- eſteeined 
by Men as excellent Saints, ſhall be 
an abomination to. god Thar in 
roar Jell thouſands 


C 


the broad oh thoula 
g9-thither is [ad beyond expreth- 
On, . but not ſtrange. ac all.: but 


hat.m. he path, of Heaven, any 
ſhould deſcend .FO:.F% Il, 1 aſto- 
niſhing, That thoſe who live 
wichout God in the World, in che 
propane neglect of is Worlip, 
in. a diſlolute diſorderly courle, 
{ſhould fall under Condemnation, 
is believed of all; bur that thoſe 
who have appeared zealous in 
Religion ſhall be ac laſt rejeRed, 
is contrary «to univerſal expeRta- 
tion. And not only the pals 
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-Hypocrite that "deceives 'othets; 
We that deceives himſelf by 
the external practice of holy Du« 
ties 'wichout correſpondent lively 
Aﬀe&ions ; that prayes with'that 
c61dnefs as if -he had no deſire to 
| be heard, and hears with that 
careleſneſs as if he had no defire 
to be ſanCtified by the Word, and 
is converſant in other parts of di- 
vine ſervice in thatflight manner, 
as if he had nodelign to be ſaved, 
ſhall by a convincing upbraidin 

Light ſee his Wickedneſs in ae 


honouring thit' God whom he - 


gone ro worſhip, and-neg- 
efing his Soul.. When the Up- 
right as pure Gold*ſhall be more 
radiant by the Fire, the Infincere 
like reprobate Silver ſhall noten- 
\ dure thart ſevere trial. - 


- 3- The frequent diſcuſion of 


Conlcience, and reviewing our 
ways, is-neceſlary in order to our 
CERES com- 
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comfartahle--appeaxing; before 
our Judg, This s a duty of cops 
Ranticevolution : for while we 
ate-in fleſh, the beſt Saints, :nor- 
withſtanding all their vigilange 
and diligence, are overtaken by 
{urpriſal , and ſqmetimes overs 
bara by ſtrong temptations ; and 
'tis more neceſlary to beg far 
daily,pardon, than for our daily 
bread. Under. the Law-if any 
one had by touching a dead Bo- 
dy. contracted  Uncleanneſs, he 
was to waſh his ©lgaths in" che 
evening, ,and-not;to lie down .in 
his Uncleanneſs. "This was typi- 
cal of our duty, 'that we ſhould 
waſh away our ſinful defilements 
every day in the purifying Foun- 
rain of Chriſt's Blood, that is ſet 
open for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. And 
the method of the. Goſpel to ob- 
tain the grant of Pardon, and our 
comfortable ſenſe,and the bleſſed 
_cttes 
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pays: our daily'fins, 


and-a judg ing: -bur ſelves by:the 
calwbubal in ourbreafts 

y ot. C drerhatis for 

| tho we cannot fatishe Divine-Ju- 
iRice: for the leaſt Sjn, wemulſt 
Pociby' it : and-with. humility and 
ervency deſire that. God! would 
graciouſly _ Our renewed 
Sins, with unfeigned Reſolutions 
and Care againſt chem for the tu- 
-ruxe; Thusweareto {ue qut our 
Pardon forSinscommittedevery 
day. And. whereas many Errors 
iniregard of our frailty, and their 
-farieneſs, do ſlip from us; we 
ſhould with: contrite Spirits 5 im- 


plore the Divine Majeſty £0 cleanſe Pſal. 19. 12. 


45:from our ſecret Sins, ſuch as 
through ignorance or inadyertan- 
= ,elcape from our oblervation, 
iveh. a are gs to berecondiled 
ro 
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Ckift's Merits and Mediation fqr 
us; The ſecure neglect of renew- - 
ing. our Repentance for our. re- 
newed Sins, depriveskus of .the 
comforts of the Cavenanc, and 
will make the thouphaſthof Tudg- 

' ment as heavy as Mottains upon 
the Conſcience, when *ris awake- 
nedout of its ſlumber. But when 
the Soul's Accountsare keptclear 
with Heaven every day, O: what 
a bleſſed Reft does the penitent - 
Peliever enjoy inthe Favour: of 
God! O the divine calm of Con- 
ſcience when our Debts are can- 
cell'd in the Pgok of God's:Re- 

: _ membrance! 


FC. 
membrance! If we ſhould be un- ; 
expe@afily ſummoned-to appear 
before the Judy of all, the fight of 
 our-Sins will rather excite chank- 
ful affections; and joyful prailes 
of God for his Mercy,that he hath 
pardoned them ; than fearful de- 
{pairing thoughts of his Mercy, 
ghat he. will not pardon them, 


. And as this conſidering our 
ways leads:to Repentance, and 1s 
_* a remedgdor. palt Sins, ſo 'tis a 
| powerlnkRigtervative from Sins 
| afcterwarde;:$or as in War the 
 greareltcare is to fortify the wea- 
keſt part of a belieged Town,and 
.make it impregnable; ſo a Chri- 
| Jftian by the experience of his in- 
\ |  firmity and danger, will be more 
| -wiſe and wary,niore circumſpect 
and reſolved againſt thoſe Sins _ 
:whereby he has often been foil'd, 1 
re} K k ro 
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Y 146 SERMONS, 
-_ to prevent the daily incurſion, 
and {udden {urreption- by-them. 
And according to the degrees of 
our Innocence, we have confi- 
dence of Acceptance with God in 
Judgment. | 


4. Let us improve with a wile 
and {ingular diligence the talents 
committed to our truſt : for in 
that day we ſhall be reſponſible 
for all that we have received. All 
the Bleflings we poſleſs, whether 
natural, our Life, our Faculties, 
our Endowments,our Health and 
Strength ; or Civil, Honour and 
Digmty, Riches and Reputation ; 
or Spiritual,che Golpel in irs light 
and power, the graces and afliſt- 
ance of che Holy Ghoſt, as they 
are gifts from God's Love,fothey 
are talents to be imployed for his 
Glory. We are Stewards, not 

| | P T0- X 
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- Propr ietaries for che: Stipream 
Lord pyrien pat relinquithhijs right 

in.our Bleſſings ,: fs we: may 

diſpoſe of them-at our own! plea- 


fare, bur hath prefcribed Rules | 


for our uſing; them iv drder to hig 
Glory, our own Good,. and the 
Benefic of others: Aadcis fad to 
conſider that uſually-thofe who 
_ Enjoy thegreaceſt gifcs render the 
lea(t acknowledgments, and the 
moſt- abundant 11 Fzvours. are 
molt barren. in Thankfulneſs; 
Time, that /unvaluable: treaſure, 
that is due ro. God and the Soul, 
- the price of which ariſes from: the 
work of Salvation:co be done in 
it, how is it fquander'd away ? 
Conſcience would: bluſh ac the 
ſerious refietion-that:every- day 
ſo much 15 fpent im the buineſs 
_ of the World, or Pleabures,: and 
{o: lifle wiidermerd for P; Waery 
nion with the 5% God : thar as 


in 
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in the Prophetick Dream the lean 
Kine devoured the far; Jouncon- | 
cerning vanities. take up that time 

that ſhould be employed for our 
laſt and:blefled End. While 
_ time is miſerably waſted, the Soul 
lies a bleeding to everlaſting 
Death. 'More particularly, we 
- ſhall be accountable for all the 
days of the Son of. Man. that we 
| haveſeen, all the ſpecial ſeaſons - 
of Grace: theſe we ſhould. im- 
prove for our Eternal Advantage, 
ro prepare us for the Divine Pre- 
ſence above. But alas, the Lord's 
Day that is conſecrated for the 
immediate Service of God, and 
| ſhould be entirely ſpent in ic, and 
n things that have a neceſſary 
ſubordination to it, yet neither 


the enforcement of Dury, norin-. . 


cications of -Love prevail upon 
the. moſt, conſcienciouſly to im- 
ploy it in {piritual affairs, - If they 
£1 E afford 
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upon, Ererndl Judgment. 
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afford their prelence;at.'the Pub- 
lick Worſhip 'tis thoughtenough, 
and, as if the reſt of the, Day was 
uanttified time, they, waſte it in 
either Complemental- Viſits, or 
Secular Buſineſs, in Recreations, 


or things impertinent.to their Sal-- 


vation, - « -- oF 
Riches are an excellent Inſtru- 
ment of doing good': Cold. is 
the molt precious and, extenſive 
Metal, and by a marvellous Art 
ari Ounce (may be beaten out into 
{ome hundred Leaves: but 'ris a 


more happy Art by giving it, to: _..... 
enrich our own Souls, and{upply” "=. . 
the Neceſlities of many others, -- =: 


But gteat Eſtates are often uſed 
to foment Mens vicious guilty af- 


tections, Pride, and Senluality ; v1, 
_ and tis.called|} Greatneſs & Mag- ri define 
 nificence to waſte them in ſum- P7740 


has ', nina. Plin, 
ptuqus Vanities, I inſtance-in jj, +, 


theſe Talents, becaule they aro 
K 3 ulu- 
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© pſually abiſc#'to the diſhonobr 


of. the: Peer, If the fAothful 
Servaijtchat hid his ſingle Falent 
in a Napkiif,and retirned it with 
OUt edviticdge' to! his Juord, way 
caFt md ontey Aarkftf. white "699 FE 
iT worping * and enafhing bf teeth, '2 
"fearful Image of rn. will befal 
all unprofitable perſons, how!'ſe- 
vere will their Acconhts be whe 
laviſh” oft -their muntrous Fa: 
lents to eriify theit carnal Appe- 
tites, afid' betray: the- Bleſſings of 
Ged to his' efreny the- Devil *On- 
ly the wike #d good Seryant that 
with prident Contrivanee ang 
zealous Endeavours immiproves his 
Talents, ſhall from: the gracioind 
Lofd, in whom are all attra&tives 
and remuneratives of ous ſervice, 


peceive an excellent Reward: 


Another Rule 6f our” A+ 


ceptance at the laſt Day's, That 


we muſt with: Courage: and Zeal 
”  main- 
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maintain in; our rank and places 

the Cauſe of Chriſt. For thus he - 
declares expreſly, Whoſoever ſhall Matth. 10; 
confeſs me before Men, bim alſo will 33: 34 - 
F confeſs befare my Father which © in 
Heaven. But whoſoever ſhall deny 
me before: Men, him alſo will T deny 
before my Father which is in Heaven 
When the cruth, purity,and pow- 


er of Religion, in Doctrine, Wor- 


ſhip and Practice, is diſcounte- 
nanc'd and over-born, our Savi- 
our commands, and will reward 
our undiſcouraged viſible Con- 
ſtancy in it, He will not only 
reign in- our hearts, but be ho- Rom; 10; 
noured with our lips, and in our 


_ converſations. We ulurp the title 
- of Chriſtians unleſs we adhere to 


our Duty in deſpite of all oppo- 
fiction. The temprations that u- 
ſually withdraw Men from con- 


feſling and gloritying Chriſt, are 


fuch as york upon the paſſions of 
Rk4a Fear 


—_—_ 


' Fear and Shame. And the a 


fideration of the laſt Judgment 


will fortify us againſt both. | 


1. Sometimes Religion expo- 
ſes the Profeſſors of it to. theloſs 
of all temporal enjoyments, and 
of Life it ſelf. AnJ when che 
Þlonour of our Saviour requires 
fuch a Service of us, when thar 
Confirmation is neceſſary tO IC- 
commend Divine Truth to the 
belief & affections of others,when 
our chearful and couragious Ex- 
ample; in ſuffering would animare 
thole thar are fearful co conſtancy 


of Confeſſion, then from Cowar- 


dile to: withdraw our "Teſtimony; 
15tO betray him again. When ous 
Duty is attended with extream 


| Dangers, then the 1; incerity and 


perfectian « of qur Love to Chriſt 
1s brought to the ſtrigeſt trial. 
As true Carbuncles are diſcover- 
cd in ks might, for the darkneſs 

| | Ie- 
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redoubles their ſplendor :- ſo the = 
Gdeliry of Chriſtians is evident in 
Perſecutions that enflame and ex- 
cite-their Zeal to- magnify the 
| Name of Chriſt unto the Judg- 
ment of the World; There « no 


Fear in Love, --but perfeft Love caſts_r Joh.4. 18, 


out Fear, But  Fearfulnels hin- 
ders the expreſling acts of Loye 
ro Chriſt, and berraysto Apoſta- 
Cy. | For as every Paſlion is a Per- 
turbation , {0 eſpecially Carnal 
Fear that blinds and diſturbs: the 
mind,and hinders the ſerious con- 
fideration af the..reaſons 'of our 
Duty, and thoſe motivgs-to per- 
(eyere in it, that are the fountains 
of-our ſtrength, From-hence the 
rimerous are-often. treacherous, 
and Faith lies ; buried under the 
cold pale Aſhes of Fear. Now 
the irregularity-of this Paſſion is 
beſt cured. by dire&ting' it to the 
moſt pawertul Qbject, As the 
Tay ny 
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Matth. 10. 
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Rodof Moſes f wallowed up the 
Rods of the Magicians, ſo a ſtron- 
ger Fear will ſubdue that which 


is in a weaker degree. Our Savi- -... 


our therefore threatens thoſe thar 

for the: fear of Mer ( who can bat 
_kill the- Body) dare-not' own and 
defend his Trath and Caule, that 
he will renounce'them before his 
Father in the great Day, the im 
mediare conſeqtience of which 
will'be the deftruftion of Body and 
Soal-im-Hell, If Eatthly Poten- 
tares had'a'Juriſdiftion over Hea- 
ven, '#f Men were'ts be tried by 
cheir Laws at che laſt Day,iftheir 
Power extended toPternity,they 
mighe exadt unlimited Obedience 
ro-their--Wills; -but Conſcience'is 
a more'deſirable-Friend and: ter- 
rible- Enemy than Ce/ar, and all 
temporal Tribunals are ſubordi- - 
nate- and.'acconntable to the-Su- 
preattt and-Ecernal; there is "one 
HIST | Ds Laws 


od q 
3 {LEY >> 7% <= & AAS ae Bea(erh 4 a * FE Ren, 

3 EE, A TIO PETS ALTER oC elibinec. ab” ELL wee 44 

* & * : OM LILIES TIS RY A nes bo F. IRE BIS 4 2F- 2. 008 

? , K \ j LED 

Fa, a" « - 


Tb Tt 
$i 4 6 OI ORE STD 
Sag * © 5, Sen BE OO 
PETE 
be Wh Go Ras 
© af EN 
-*4,, "8 
"rel 
We - 
* in 


PO WES OY 


% . ee IE 


—_ 


——S— 


> 
D —— 


upon Eternal: Judgment. _ 


A —— — 


TR" 


” 


Lawgiver- an Tudg, who "is" able' to Jam. 2. 
ſave, ard to deftroy for ever. '': It is 
the worſt Perdition to ſecure our 
es by the negle& of our Dry, 
When we ough&to: periſh 'for the 

Mory of. our! S$ayiour, » Heithat park g. 35. 
faves bis Life ſpall-oſeie;” (51 + 

2. Shame worunds deeper the 
Breafts''of ſome 'thaw Violence. 

ZFoedekiab would rather expoſe his 
Kingdom and Life 'to' the: fury jer.z8, 19: 
of the Chaldean 'Armies, 'than be 

hirafelf expoled: as an obje&of 

derifion by: ſurrendring-it. And 

Satan who' wnderftands'rhe-tem- = 

per of Mens pi rits, ſuits his-temn- 

ptations Wo engy, 'The Pu- 
Hey'20d Holineſs of Religion, 6x- 

preft in the a&tions of the: Saints, 

is'by the ſcurritons Re/leGtions and 

bitter Sarcaſms- of praphane Per- 
- fons made contemptible. "This is as 
foolifly and\malicious; as if a ſlave 
ſhould reptoach\ the Son of a 


II 


7 
CA OT” 


SERMONS. 


7 Cor.4. 17. 


King that 'he vas 'like, his Fa- 
thet in his Countenance and acti- 
ons ;for | by . how, much the -re- 
ſemblance of God's: Holineſs/\ap- 
pears with more:eyidence and'e-- 
minence jn their: lives, their 4i- 
vine relation is'\ more certainly 
and- juſtly to. be acknowledged. 
Yet how many -are aſhamed. of 
this Glory? And Zeal to vindi- 


cate the; Honour of; Religion: is 
traduc'd and vilified either; as the 


effe& of deſigning Faftion, orof 
theindiſcretion. and raſhnels of a 
weak-Jidgment and; ſtrong Paſ- 
li0ns.-/ 'In' every Age the faichful 
Servants of God./are by {cornful 
titles deſpiſed : We. are accounted, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, the off- ſcouring of 


the World. But a generous Chriſti 


an looks upon diſgrace for. the 
fake of Chriſt as his. bonour,- The 
Apoſtles rejoyced that they were. ac- 
counted warthy to ſuffer ſhame for big 

11”. bY Name, 
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_un -Bternal Judgment. "Inge 
Name.: Tis id of the: Baptiſt, 
he was nat that: Light, but came toibeax Afts 5- 41- 
witneſs to that Light : intimating as 
| if that were the next degree of 
1 Sgairy to it., And, our Saviour, 
{peaking of the Proofs of his di- 

vine Miſſion, reckons-up the Wit- 

neſles of ſuch dignity, t x96 tis not 

poſlible for ſacred Ambition to 

aſpire ro higher Honour than to 

be. in Conjunction with them-: 

they are John the Baptiſt, his Mira- John 5. 33, 
cles, his Father, and the Scriptures, 3537+ 39- 

| Let us appeal then from. the 

light depraved Fancies of: carnal 

Men, to the wile and faithful 
| Judgment, and Authority of the 

Son-of God. He.will atthe laſt 

Day in the preſence of his Father 

and all the Court of Heaven , give 

an incomparable Crown to all 

that have deſpiſed Shame for his 
 ake. Butthole vile Spirits, whoſe 
Courage of Straw” is quell'd by 
y _ © vain 
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SERMONS. 


yain opinion, 'and the reproaches 
_ of Fobls, and'have. delerted the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, ſhall then be 
clothed with Confuſion , for this 
we 'are aſſured by our Judge; 
that whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed "of 
me and my words, in thes adulterout 
and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed when he 
cometh in the glory of bus Father, with 
the boly Angels, It the unnatural 
Brothers were aſtoniſh'd when 
the Goyernor of Eeypt told them, 
I am Joſeph whom ye fold, how much 
more will falſe Chriſtians, when 
the Lord of Glory ſhal tell them, 
I am Jeſus whom for bale ſhame 

edenied ? How will it confound 
thoſe -abje&t Wretches to be a 
ſpectacle of abhorrence and ſcorn 
before that Univerſal Glorious 
Confluence ? They would chuſe 
rather to be covered under the 
ruins of the World, It we os 

| | Eh an 
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upon Eternal Judgment. 


and deſire the approbatian of the 


King of Angels, if we fear a final 
rejection from him, to obtain the 
one, and avoid the other, we muſt 


entirely adhere to his Intereſt, 


without any reſpeCt to the eyes 
and efteem of the perverle decei- 
ved World. 

6. A cordial beneficent Love 
tothe Saints, is a requiſit qualifi- 
cation. of our Acceptance in the 
Day of Judgment. Then ſhall the 
King ſay to them on bis right hand, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the World. For Twas 
an hungry, and ye gave me meat; 1 
was. thirſty, and ye gave me drink , 
Twas a ſtranger, and 'ye took me in ; 
naked, and ye clothed me ; Twas ſick, 
aud ye' viſited me ; I'was in Priſon, 
and ye came unto me. The union 
_ -andendearments betwixt Chrift 
and his People are mutual and re- 
bu | flexiye ; 


Matth. 25. 
34235, 36+ 
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flexive; ;_ as-\they are: extrearnly 
tender of-his Glory, ſo heis:con- 
cern'd-in all-that is done to them. 
And; tho-the perkeion of Love 
conſiſts more in the affetioniof 
the hearr chan in outward offices, - 


yet our Saviour moſt congruoufly 


a 9 FEI 2 
. 


; produces in Judgment the eqnſpi- © - 
cuous <ftects;; of Love-to chem, * 
the ſupplying their wants, allay- 
ing their ſorrows, owning; them 
when obſcured;.and depreft by 
afflictions, 2nd injuriouſly treated 
by others: This love. of ſervice 
that.is. directed and-exerciſed to- 
watds'the' Saints; for. the-Image 
of God ſhining in-them, becauſe 
they.are the Children of God,and 
Members of Chriſt, and -there- 
fote-extended to all in whom:the 
reaſon of that:Love appears;ſhall 
be gloriouſly .rewarded:: For:he 
interprets what .is done upon his 
Account - to- thoſe who are his 
oh} own 
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' own by: fo'many dear ticles, :as 
done to! himſelf. - And: what 3s 
more. becoming -- is excellent 
Gondnefs than. to : reward - ns 
works of Mercy with ſaving Mer+ 

 ey?2-Bur thoſe who-when Chriſh 
preſents himſelf ro them in-his 
=o diftrefſed Members, and 104 

1.  hcits their affiſtance, to 'prate& 
'| them: from: injuries, to refreſh 

their ſorrows, to ſupport them in 

| their. exigencies,. thole that have 

| ability. bur-want afte&ion to do 
| them good, and incompaſſionate- 

| ly. neglect the ſuffering Saints, 
| {ſhall be ſentenc'd'to be tormen- 

1 ted wichthe Apoſtate Angels for 

ever. Whar indignity is 1t tothe 

Son of God, that thoſe for whom 

he ſhed his Divine Blood, ſhould 

| be inleſsvalne and tegard- with 

T. many; than the Dogs and Horſes 

' raintamed- for: their pleaſure? 
And. if #hoſe 6 the left hand ſhall 
ES, 04 be 
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be condemned 0 -eternal Fire, ; 
for the” coldneſs of their Love, 
how terrible 'will che Judgment 
be of thoſe: that from the hear of 
their enmity: outragiouſly perſe- 
cute the Servants of Chrift Lbs 
ſake, in their Perſons, Eftates, Re- 
putations, that with a worſe than 
barbarous :inhumanity {eek their 
ruine? Is there any Sin of a more 
mortal guilt? The internal Fur- 
nace is {even-fold heated for the 

puniſhing ſuch; wickednels. . 

.- Fo-conclude this. Argument, 
let:-us obſerve the Gommand of 
our Saviour, .To watch-and pray al- 
ways, that we-may. be counted worthy 
to-ſtand before the Son-of Man, Thele 
are Duties of umver{ſal-influence 
into our Lives, the one:prevents 
careleſneſs, the other vain confi-' 
dence in our {elves, andthe con-+ - 
{1derarion- of -Judgment to-come, | 
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and the firſt: principle of Holineſs. 
T his ſhould ow" more power- 
fally in-us, conſidering the Day 
of Deach isequivalent ro the Day 
of Jubpoen: to: every perſon-; 
ticular Sentence de- 
cifive -F irrevocable paſſes, that 
ſhall be publifh'd rhe laft Day. 
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” d engage our Souls an 
esito 2 continual preparation for 


as to afte& the Eye, and keep ir 
vigilant”: / Behold, the Lord comes Jude 15. 
withten:thouſand of his Saints, to ex" 
ecute Judgnient upon all. Behold, he- 


fee him.” And to call the Ear, and' 
make it attentive; 'The Lind him-: 
felf ſhall de deſcend ft from Heaven, with ' Thell. 4 
the voice of the Arch- Angel, jt with"® "= 
the Trump of- God, How circum- —_ 
ſpe& ſhould we be in all our IM 
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Argument, that we fhoul 
| a&ly and uniyerlally. 
2Pet. 3. 11, then all tbejenbjts Jholl be 
-" what, mannes of per{a15.4 
in af bel Converſation aut Godlneſa® | 
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| it; be. upon C: ſcience: nd 
© 41 1 1AfleRtiggeito regulate. the yeholo 
courle of. om: Lines with: final 
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; again of this thatter ; 

J on others, Talieved Fe There are three 

ACES of the Hearers, of this 
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pigkon of it, exg-lpe 
fent as to a hiſtory of chin s that I Þ cg 
do not concern'rhem, -arid defer ©» 7 
the ſerious conſideration and ap- 
plying of it to themlelves. And 
of this third-fort FO Grief!) are 
the moſt of thoſe who are Chri- © 
Rtians in name... They delay cill _ " 
] © Death, theſolemn reflecting up Rs 
| - on the final Judgment, and \ - 3 
+jnevicable Oe EEE of it, 4 
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ior miſerable eftate for e-- 
ver. And whereas 'the Apoſtle 
who had infallible aſſurance =" 
God's Love, did-with an holy (e- 
verity and ſelf:denial abſta 
all Carnal Cor lacencies" 
might hazard the never- 

9. 27. Crowng 1 keep ut ""m Body, 
ing it. "to As. 1 
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Tre Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
in the Contrivance and Accompliſh- 
ment of Man's ger any by the ord 
Mfcourſes, wherein is 
ſhewed, how the \ Wifdor Merey, Juſtice, 
Holinels,. Power, and'"T.ruth are 
glorified in that Grez at and or * ork. 
By Willie Bates, D. D. By ,.Qz 
Conſiderations of theExi tence enceof God, 
And of the Immortality of the Soul, 
the Recompences of- the Future I To 
which is now added, The'Divinity ofthe 
Chriſtian Religion, proved b the evidence 
of Reaſon, and Divine Revelatio 
Cure of Infidelity the Hedt 


Times. By William Bates, D. D. in 0s, ; 


The Soveraign and final Happineſs of 
Man, with the effeftual means to obtain it. 
Alfo the Joys of Heaven, and Torments of 
Hell are diſcourſed of. By William Bates, 
D. D. in O&ave. ; 

Several Sermons upon Death, and Eter- 
nal Judgment. By Wilkanm Bates, D.D. in 
Off avo. | 

A Funeral Sermon, _ upon the 
Death of the Reverend and Excellent Di- 
vine, Dr. Thomas Manton, who deceaſed 
Oftober 18. 1677. By William Bates, D. B. 
To which is now added, the laſt Publick 
Sermon Dr. Manton preached. in Oftave. 


V. 
LY 
COIN 
Sy 
= 
o 4 
as. 1% , 
JS Vo; 


aud 'ninety.Sermons on the © 
the late Reverend 
and Learned DEE T omas Manton, D. D. 
b - "ſelect Sermons upon 
wenty {ec 
jects, hehe by Thomas Manton , 'D. D. 


: 


(I; 


hod of Go@s . ſaving 
ft - pra raQtically EX- 

Or, a Dil- 

enant By the late 


Clife #1? To which 
*Dr. Marton, and 


c&;. 
Mr. Richard Baxter. In Ottavo. 


\ - » $ 
—_s LR: . , . %. ; 


